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November 29  - Excursion to Den of Nargan. 


January 18 - MEMBERS’ NIGHT (a week early), 9 —/*\TROBE VALLEY 
Jan., 26,27,28 - Camp out at Lankey's plain. publ NATURALISTS 


February 22 - Mr and Mrs Brooks - second half of their trip 
to Western Australia. 


February 24 (SUNDAY) - Boat trip to Refuge Cove. 


Fi 


March 28 - Mr Wall - Great Barrier Reef (ANNUAL MEETING). ES 

March 29 - Mrs Lyndon - Beach excursion. ee 
| | E 

April 18 | - Mr Brumby - waterbirds (a week early due to Anzac) 2 

April 19 - Newry - to see waterbirds on Mr Brumby's dam. 

m 

May 23 - Alan Morrison - "Beauty in Nature". 5 

May 24 - Botany excursion to be planned. 

June 27 - Miss P.Pittaway - Cinnamon Fungi. 

June 28 - Fungi excursion. 

duly 25 - Miss Dixon of Museum speaking on Sea mammals 


with particular reference to dolphins. 


July 26 - Bus trip to Zoo or Museum. 
August 22 - Mr T.Rich of Museum speaking on fossils. 
August 23 - Excursion to Cape Patterson (possibly to see 


dinosaurs' footprints). 


September 26 - Mr Gotsch - birds. 
September 27 - Excursion to be planned. 


October 24 Mr C. Muller - fire prevention burning. 
October 25 - Excursion to Holey Plains relating to talk. 


November 2 (SUNDAY) - Extra excursion to meet Melbourne Field 
Naturalists at Wilson's Promontory. 


November 28 - Mr Harris, Forestry Research - speaking on 
insects that attack eucalypts. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 


December 13 - Christmas break-up at Mr and Mrs Ringin's property. 
JANUARY. 1981 - Lona week-end camp out to Baw Bar. 
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Se see 


‘WARRAGUL PI. c. 


Meeting: ee ee cae Friday January 18th 
one rae ee . pene e es ie gees 


LATROBE VALLEY P. i. (ES ie es =o a 
Beene fon iene ee pede January 18th 
faire oa Ae en ee Hight. Boia 

‘Please note change oF meeting night for thts monti only. 


SBOAT. DRIP ti ante ee Sunday February 24th ‘to Refuge Cove 
ie ei = -OVealternative, 

A few eee quatiGhle: > 80 arrange a booking as goon as poss ible. 
ue ees Houle, ee Re montes: eis Be ets before the EOE 


eee ee on Sunday 278k Jaman. 
ee at LOCO eae eo ¥ oi: 
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Sa eee ee 
EXCURSIOi] TO SEATO?. 


Mr tiax Yardy, who had spoken about Bird Atlassing at the meeting 
of our Club on the previous night, met us at the old Heyfield Butter 
factory on 27th October 1979 to lead us on a bird observing excursion 
to the Seaton area. ; 


Before moving off we crossed the road at his suggestion and immed-~ 
lately were rewarded with excellent views of the Golden-headed Cisti- 
Cola. This small streaked grass bird, which is usualy observed in 
tangled grass or on top of tussocks or bushes, is commonly known as 
the Tailorbird. because of its unusual habit of often stitching living 
leaves to the outside of its nest. 


We negotiated the roadside fence and proceeded for a short dist- 
ance into the swampy arca, where lir Yardy like a magician waving a 
wand produced Japanese Snipe from out of the tussocky vercetation. 
(Actually it was with a clap of his hands). First one bird rose, then 
& couple more until finally we had flushed up over thirty snipe. 

A little over a month earlier these birds, like others of their kind, 
would have been winging south on their long migratj 4, -. from Japan 
where they breed during June and July. 


With such a promising beginning to the excursion - eighteen species 
on our list before even leaving our meeting place ~- we began our 
Cavalcade. After stopping at a large waterhole where Fairy Martins, 
“fountain Ducks, Black-fronted Dotterels and several other species of 
Water birds were seen, we moved cn towards Dawson. The convoy stopped 
a8ain, and we found that a hawk (?) which had landed in a tree ahead 
of us and then flown swiftly away, had been identified. by Mr Yardy as 
& Peregrine Falcon. this falcon is found all over australia but is 
common anywhere, so there was much frantic Scanning of the horizon by 
those of us in the rear-guard, but alas in vain. 


4 Our next stops were, firstly to admire three vividly handsome 

“Ang PArrots in a tree by the roadside, then as we neared Dawson 
another display equally as beautiful in the field of botany ~ a magni- 
ficent stand of Purple Diuris orchids. We continued on and parked our 
Cars opposite the remains of the historic Seaton Hall. 


Dec After a brief break for morning tea, we followed lir Yardy on a wal- 
a tour down a track which led through an area of dry sclerophyll 
eee The trees were mostly White Stringybark, RedIronbark, Narror 
A aes Peppermint , Messmate and Red Box. Acacias seen in bloom were 
(eeaee (Spreading Wattle) ,A.acinaea (Gold-dust Vattle) and A.acnata 
oases Wattle). Also in bloom were the orchids GLossodia major (Waxlip) 
euaaeeae alba (White Caladenia)Caleana major (Large Duck)Thelymitra 
Rees (Dotted Sun ~orchid) and Chiloglottis gunnii (Common Bird 

chid) Nodding Blue-lillies were plentiful. 


contd eee DD 
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EXCURSZIOM TO SEATOI] COuTD... 


Fifteen species of birds were added to the list here.Grey Fantails 
and Jacky Winters were both seen sitting on their respective nests. 
After we had returned to our cars and continued on to the Heyfield 
School Camp, Mr Yardy showed us yet another occupied nest ~ this time a 
Diamond Firetail's. 


Our bird list for the day Mecorded over sixty species. We had 
seen all four of Gippsland's mud-nest builders~ Welcome Swallows, 
Fairy Martins, Mudlarks and Choughs, also all five of the Thornbills- 
Yellow, Yellow-rumped, Buff- ‘pumped, Striated’ and Brown. 


Lunch was enjoyed at this pleasant spot, and Mr Yardy was thanked 
by our President Mr Wall, for a most enjoyable excursion. 


June Lubeke. 


PROGHOUTH STORY. 


ily nephew who lives in the bush near Beechworth heard some queer 
noises up ina ae, tree the other night. He went out to look and saw 
a Tawny Grogmouth (Podargus strigoides) standing over its nest, all 
fluffed up and defending two young ones from a Silver-grey Possum who 
was menacing them. Seeing both were natives he left them to work thing: 
out their own way. Next morning he found one fledgling dead on the 
ground with its head chewed. The other birds had gone. Later in the dav 
his two little boys came in to tell their mother" There's a big grey 
thing in the paddock and we think its a bird". She found the mother 
Frognouth with its one remaining baby on the ground. the bird sheltered 
the young one from the hot sun with its wings all day. They told their 
Grandad who lives nearby, as their father was at work, and he came and 
gently carried the baby to a shady place on the limb of a tree. 
The mother Frogmouth stayed until he was a little way from it and soon 
came back and sat by her baby. Each. day since Neil, the boy's father, 
sees the mother and baby side by side low in a tree or on a rock. 
He showed them to me yesterday, they were in their usual “dead limb" 
camouflage position and looked quite well. The baby has pale grey fea- 
thers and dark eyes. Neil thinks the possum ousted them from his terr- 
itory and the mother carried the baby in her claws but he was so heavy 
she flew lower and lower before she reached the timber. 
the nest tree is about 100 yards(91.4 Metres) away on the other side 
of the house. Neil had never seen a Frogmouth's nest or young before 
and was very interested. 
We are all hoping the. baby bird will be able to fly well PIERRE any 
fox .or cats find pistes 


May Galbratth. 


Beechvorth. 


! 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (3) ISSUE i]0 193 JAHUARY 1980 


FIELD HATS LRIP TO BROKE HILL. 


A few impressions that will remain with us of Broken Hill was 
firstly the green vegetation and trees on approaching the city after 
the dry countryside during the drive from Wentworth. The tin houses 
that are a reminder of the early days in Broken Hill, the well desi- 
gned modern buildings with obvious thought to climatic conditions in ~": 
their skilful .construetion, classified buildings well cared for, and 
the helpful friendly people. 


The Land Regeneration programme which acconnted for the “green 
feeling" on arrival was started back in 1936-37 by the naturalist’ 
‘Ibert HOrris when he fenced off a few acres, where natural growth, 
(freeefrom the destructive eating by rabbits, goats and sheep) could — 
recuperate. Within the fence the tussocky grass, saltbush, bluebush 
and native shrubs grew thick and high. Later the area was extended and 
~brotected by a rabbit proof fence. 5a 
Hardy trees were planted to hold the sand, and toHay a strip of land 
ool metres wide extends 3/4 of the way around Broken Hill, protecting 
+t from drifting sand. The area is completely irrigated from the run ° 
off from the sewerage works treatment plant. the supply of water was 
always a problem until the early 1950's when the 60 cm pipeline from 
‘ienindee to Stephens Creek reservoir was constructed.From here water 
+S pumped through stations and piped tp Broken HI11, and even with 
this supply the water dwindles in summer to the houses on the out-.. 


i 


Skirts of the city. 


Menindee Lakes area is a significent sample of one of the major. 
landscape categories of the arid and semi arid regions of New South © 
Wales and is dominated by the Darling river.The complex system of ever 
flow lakes around Menindee are filled during high floods and until rec- 
., €ntly, drained back into the falling river. ue 
the water conservation scheme designed in 1943 to impound water from ©: 
the Darling was constructed by the N.S.lW.Conservation and Irrigation 
Commission and completed in 1960. Here the excess water from floods is 
Stored and then used to maintain the Darling and the Ana branch of the 
Darling at a reasonable level. This area is ideal for feeding, nesting 
and breeding habitats of the various water birds. 


1 tN conjunction with Menindee is the Kinchega National Park which 
2&8 four main ecological environments. The Overflow Lakes, The River 
~Vironment, The Red Sandhills and Sandplains and the Lunette Land- 
scape. Most of Kinchega is a red sand country which supports a grass- 
land type of vegetation, with predominately BSluebush, and a scatterings 
Of Prickly Wattle, Hopbush and Cassia (all drought resisters) 


Wildflowers were to be seen here and there but good rains are 


heeded to see them in profusion. 


contd. eee 
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FIELD HATS TRIP TO BROKE HILL contd... 


Kangaroos and Emus were not seen until mavement was detected, they so 
resembled grey lumps of rock when resting, whilst among the scenic 
river drive the River Gums (Euc. camaldulensis) and the Coolibahs (Euc 
microtheca) provide a habitat for many species of birds, parrots, 
honeyeaters 5. Choughs and Grey Thrush also the Brush -tailed Possum. 


The road between Broken Hill and Mootwingee has a number of nat~- 
ural «water holes, which the early pioneers utilized by digging wells 
and sinking small earth ground tanks using horses, bullocks and camels. 
These became stopping places on the way to the White Cliffs Opal Fields, 
and the remains of old buildings can still be seen, also part of the 


railway viaduct which was Ses away in a flood. llootwingee lies north 


east of Broken Hill and is a small example of semi arid ranse-land 
where the spectacular rocky GuLerops are found, and steep sided gorcses 
containing rock holes filled with water. This area because of its rel-~ 
iability has been the source of water for man a wildlife for thousands 


of years. Here was the home of the Aboriginal people and their engrav~ 


ings and paintings which can be seen in the caves and on the rocks. 

Ve were also aware of the abrupt contrast between rugged ranges, veget- 
ated tracts and bare rocky outcrops, where plants and animals have 
learned to adapt to this harsh environment. 

River Red Gums follow the main drainage tractsalong with Cassia, Hop- 
bush, Acacia,Solanum and Wahlenbergia. On the steep sheltered hillsides 
were Cypress Pine, Native Lime, Eriostomen and Prostanthera. 

The rocky plateau and ridges are host to the hardy Acacia, Eremophila 
Silver Cassia and Kochia.the bare rocks area which appears at first to’ 
have no growth have in fact a covering of Lichen.The snake Trail gave 
us all a fair example of this very beautiful rugged park.. 


The three hour conducted surface tour of the North Mine was very 
comprehensive and instructive, covering the process from the rock ore 
to the separated minerals such as silver, lead and zinc, which in _ 
powder form is sent to Port Pirie for smelting. The rock ore in its 
erystalline form is very beautiful eSEee sala) when embedded with 
rhodonite. ; 


The highlight of the trip was when we saw numerous patches of 
the Sturt Desert Pea. 


Peg Hall. 
This arttele was the subject of a tatk by iir Hall at the ilovember 
neeting of L.V.F.H.C. Some lovely slides accompanted the talk. 
The stx members who went on the trtp were June and Exte Lubcke, 
Iris Peterson, Pearl Reeves and Jim and Peg Wail. 


A few reminders about the campout January 26,27,28. 

Advtsable to take all drinking water , botl any water obtained at 
camp. Camping, only ( rpad unsuitable for caravans. beyond Dargo). 
There will be a general meeting on January 18th whteh wilt be a 
HMembers Hight. Please bring selectton of slides to be shown to others. 
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BUlga Park 29/7/79 

Holmes Platn Jan 1979 
lioontlttght Creek 26/5/79 

itTamboritha * 25/11/78 
Silver Creek Tree Farm 28/4/79 

South Cascade 28/6/79 

Traralgon south 29/9/78 

Varatah Bay 24/2/79 

Yallourn Open Cut 24/3/79 


GENERAL 
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Dingo Creek 
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SPRIUG Ti WYPERFELD. 


Spring in “yperfeld was quite spectacular - I arrived at the beg- 
inning of November when the best displays were over, but still there 
were surprises and delights and sheets of colour in many places. 

Spear grass is a real dominant this year - never have I seen such prof- 
usions of it. Beautiful shimmering seas throughout the floodplain, and 
also very common in the Big Desert (different species -S.variabilia was 


common in floodplain, S.hemipogon I think in sandy areas) and occasion-.... 


ally I found Stipa elegantissima :- what an appropriate name it is, 
such an attractive grass when the inflorescence is fully expanded. 


You can imagine the trouble one encounters with grass-seeds - I have : ‘v-: 


given up wearing any socks at all. Glisschrocaryon (loudonia behrii_ ) 
was still in flower, and along the Dattock track it was just a sea of 


yellow under the Mallees, with some beginning to turn that lovely redd- 
ish colour as they age.The ranger (Arthur fiall) is very kind to me and 
took me into several parts of the park in the evenings, where I would 
not otherwise have gone . We found Logonia nuda in full bloom under a 
Leptospermum - I'd never seen it before and could not work out what it 
Was. I had a lovely Saturday morning exploring country west of Lake 
‘ATbacutya which was burnt by big fires in December 1977 and is regener- 
ating magnificently. Gynostemon australasicus in abundance, turning 
Spick red, Scaevola aemula colouring the sand dunes with its masses of 
delicate blue/mauve flowers, Goodenia robusta surely one of the most 
attractive Goodenias with its wooly grey foliage, Dampiera Manifolia 
Comesperma calymega, Anthocercis myosobdea, Adriana hookerii, and my 
Favourite of all eae nysum blandowskianum - not abundant , just scatt- 


ered plants nodding their white clusters of flowers. 


f The birds and animals are also enjoying the good season- young 
Joeys wherever you look and they are always the first to take off when 
disturbed and hop away with such speed leaving the parent behind. 

also young Emus, and many tyoung birds of all sorts - a Nankeen Kestrel 
nest on Trew's Plain had five young in it. Regent Parrots seemed more 
abundant this year -maybe because all the young were flying - such sple- 
Ndid birds. I was camped for a couple of nights out on 'ionya Lake where 
1 enjoyed the solitude and peace ~ human solitude only, as there is 
always the company of Kangaroos coming to graze at dawn and dusk, and 
On the first morning I woke to find an Emu doing a tour of inspection 
of my tent. When i dismantled my tent I felt very mean disturbing a 
Stumpy~tailed iizard who had sheltered under my sroundsheet ! ea 


Aun llorton 


extract from a letter to Hiss Galbraith. 


CORRECTION. ‘iirs Lubeke has pointed out two errors in recent articles : 
by her. December 1979 Page 4 par.6. A patr of Whistling Kites landed 


Just across the lake, one on a short dedd tree and one on the shore of t 


the lake. . 


Issue 193 January 1980 Page 4 par.4. The Peregrine Faleon is found all 


Over Australia but ts not common anywhere. 
Apologies to Mrs Lubeke for these errors on the part of the editor. 
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1980 [EMBERS WIGHT. 


Friday January 18th was the Members Wight of the L.V.F.N.C.when 
selections of slides were shown. 


jie and Mrs thompson provided “Have you been there" with views 
of Yallourn Open Cut mine, Darby Beach , Rocky Valley, Avon Channels 
and Mt Howitt, all subjects of club excursions aver the years’, js. 
An interesting view was of "Old Tallangatta" in the very dry Hume | 
The town was inundated in extending the area ofthe weir: — 
Other equally fine views were of McKenzie Falls.in the Grampians, 
Blue Mountains Mitchell river and Mt Howitt area... «.:..’ 


le iy 


Miss Galbraith presented views of .Lankey Plain which is the site | 
for the annual campout this year. These views were of another camp >= ~ 
eleven years ago. There were fine snow gums. and alpine flowers, among. { 
them Olearia frostii, Oxylobium alpestre and the Hoary Sunray (Helipt- - 
erum albicans.) . ire Fieger 


Mp Sterkenburg provided more fine views of Merimbula coastline | 
and Ben Boyd National Park. there were very interesting rock formations. 
Other rock forms at Tidbinbilla in N.S.W.were most fascinating. phy 
This area is also a reserve or National Park? RE SS 
We were still with the rocks at Wilsons Promontory with views from. 
the Lookout rock from where the near offshore islands could be seen. - 

A change of subject showed Pelicans fishing at Sale(Lake Guthridge) 
Bower Birds at Tyers (Miss Galbraiths'garden) and Kangaroos at Pambula. 
A totally different environment was the Flinders Ranges when .we sat 
general views of the ranges and wilpena Pound and dry creek beds with.. 
of course the beautiful trees shown in the afternoon light. - 

Mp LUbeke showed slides of fungi which had been taken at various 
excursions. then some views of the Mt Lyell area of Tasmania showing | 
the bare mountains as an aftermath of.the mining operations there. . 
Geologically interesting was the Tesselated Pavement at Eaglehawk neck. ( 
The old trestle bridge at Nowa Nowa is interesting scenically as well 
as historically. pees oe ae 
Of flowers one of interest was the Macrozamia Palm showing the red 
flower in its centre, this is not always seen by observers, - 

More flowers, Trigger Plants Pink and white,Showy Bauera (B.sessiliflora) 
of the Grampians with its bright magenta flowers. i op Ray Dans Gea eo 
there were views of the alpine Flowers at Mt HOwitt showing masses of 
yellow everlastings. Ses ee 


lin Thompson concluded with some more flowers, these were the ‘beau- 
tiful Grass Trees in flower near Rosedale, ‘the Heather bush, Baéckéa, 
Epacris obtusifolia with its many cream bells. Repti 
The seeds of Correa refléxa had. another beauty after the flowers had 
gone. Then those most fascinating Fairies Aprons and an Hibbertia’ 
brought the slide showing to its end. He gE Ae ee 


; The many members and visitors present showed their appreciation. 
with much applause , which meant they had enjoyed it as much as T did. 


L.Padfteld. 
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UESTTUG NOTES FRO! VATTLE LANG, TLERTH soura 


I watched my friendly Grey shrike thrushes build a solid bark and 
peeels saucer nest 2.5 metres above ground in a dry Eucalypt stump,where 
. limb had broken away; 3 white eggs, spotted with tan and peaty brown, 
cere laid; I did not go near while they were being incubated, but soon 
after they hatched, I satz one chick. It proved to be a -:young Fantail 
Cuckoo and now the parent thrushes are working overtime to feed their 
foster baby. A natural predator I know, but I wish there were eon thr- 
ushes - they are perhaps the best singers. 


Tuo. Eastern rosellas successfully hatched and reared two fine ~ 
Pte les chicks, high in a dry iiessmate stump (Euc.obliqua) 


Ke pair of Magpie Larks built a neat mud nest about 18 neEReE. above 
ground in a Peppermint Tree; the female bird began to occupy the nest 
and must have laid her eggs .:Then a Raven’ raided the nest and appar- 
ently took the eggs, although the two Magpie Larks fought bravely. 

. For two weeks there was no sign of the Magpie larks, then they retur- 


ned, built another nest in a tree 25 metres from the first one, and 


hatched two dainty little chicks safely; they have left the nest and 
ave being fed in our garden by the hard working parents. 


Hargaret E. Coulson, 


LAKES ENTRANCE BIRD TOTES. 


Ruth Clark had a Spangled Drongo at or near. men! home in April then 
early in May one of the local golfers phoned me and described a bird 
new to him. He had seen it close to the club house and described it 
Very well except that he missed its terra cotta iris. I went down later 
in the day, and as he had said , did not need binoculars. The bird sat 
©n a low cable fence and let me stand less than two metres away. 

It flew up several times to catch insects near the foliage of a coast 
Manna gum, returning to the same perch several times, then to other 
lower ones. As it is the first time I have seen a drongo in victoria 
I was delighted to have been contacted about it. I sent an unusual 
Sighting form with my autumn atlas sheets. 


Did I mention having twice flushed a brown bittern at the eastend 
of Lake Corringle back in February? Each time it flew out in a short 
Circle before dropping back into very tallPhragmites and Swamp Paper- 
barks.It was much bigger than a Night-heron. Since then Tricia and I 
are almost sure we saw one while canoeing up Toorloo Arm It disappeared 
too quickly to be quite sure, and I have not recorded it in my atlas 
Sheets. We should catch up with it again, now that I have a canoe: 


Joy Johnstone. 


Prom a letter to Miss Galbratth. 
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The death ‘ween on January IL Aes Kopimsly Sami Ow G.L.Cooding, ARTE 
widely known as "Liew" , recognised far and wide for his’ scientific 
work in. entomology in which, with the ever generous backing of his wife 
Hilda,.an incredible collection of Butterflies, Moths and Beetles was 
built. up. It was only when people, especially those with great under- | 
standing of the subject and familiarity with other big collections, 
actually saw the size of it with its meticulous attention to detail 
throughout that they could appreciate somethinp of the’ enormous achie- 
vement of his dedication to the task. : 


In addition, he made the thousand or so cases, and many more, in 
which specimens were housed, with the same degree of perfection. 


After much thought, and to ensure that it was well cared for and 
not broken up by being sold piecemeal to envious collectors to be scatt- 
See throughout the world, he donated the whole collection to theNation 
in charge of the C.S. T.R.O. in Canberra - safe from neglect, and avail-- 
able to our own people especially, to study the subject from an Austr- 
alian viewpoint complete with many even now extinct species, 


C.S.1.R.0's appreciation was clearly shown by the: fact ee lin 
“uprpay Upton flew from Canberra for the sole purpose of attending the 
Funeral of Mr Gooding. 


Official recognition came in the New Year Honors List in the award 
of the H.B.E. 


Fifteen years ago, the Warragul Field osene she Club recognised 
his outstanding social contribution at that time by conferring on him 
Life Membership of the Club. 


Llew had travelled to other parts of australia edliecting, but. 
wisely concentrated more on Gippsland's insect life from the :wealth 
of which he was more able to acquire at the appropriate times many 
specimens for exchange with other people concentrating on other areas, 
as well as members of expeditions in various parts of the World. 

Thus he was able to build cee many series of genera of world wide occur- 
ence. 


His ever Senseo icnameaes and advice will be sadly missed, but 

we do have photos of a selection of his specimens which, hopefully, will 
be available - locally as an audio-visual show even though the whole coll- 
ection is SS in far away Canberra. 


J.11.Brooks. 


_— CO Orr OO > Oooo 


/ 
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SPRING FEVER Ti] LIZARD TERRITORY. 1 


Most of us have, at one time or another, seen a bird fighing its 
reflection in a window, believing it is another of his species challen- 
ging his right to a territory he regards as his own. One sees it every 
spring and often at other seasons, but it is not usual to see that re- 
action in any animal but a bird, so I was most interested to see a blue- 
tongued lizard behaving similarly. 


lily neighbour pointed it out to me - a lizard almost erect, scrat~ 
ching a glass window that ran down to the floor of a verandah, with his 
front claws, and with his mouth wide open; his blue tongue flashing in 
and out. He appeared to be trying to break into the room, but from out~ 
Side one could see the reflection he was attacking. 


He like the Blue Wrens, the resplendent Golden whistler and the fantails H 


which fight their reflections in my windows, was defending his territory. 


Possibly he had a mate who from some hidden chink watched his efforts 
to defend that part of the garden they believed should be theirs only. 


Jean Galbratth. 


STURT DESERT PEA ABORIGINAL FOLKLORE. 


A young and beautiful Native maiden was promised in the dreamtine 
to a warrior who made her a cloak of red parrot feathers. From a dist- 
ance she would follow her lover in the tribal wars, faithfully roaming 
the trackless wastes to be near him. Drought years brought famine to 
the tribe and the young warrior was one who went far afield in search — 
of food. During. his abscence the maiden kept a lonely vigil, refusing 
to leave the place of farewell after the tribe had movéd on. Bees 
Their last view of her was a vivid red cloak surrounding her black head 
as she knelt in hopeful prayer. Neither she nor her lover was ever seen 
again. When the rains came and replenished the parched earth the tribe 
returned. Of the girl there was no sign, but a lovely red and black °° 
flower blossomed where she had last been seen. 


Te Meibin 


ce told this ltttle story when he gave his tatk about Broken Hill 
year. He thought readers would be interested to read abovt it. 


ee ee a ae 
Pie famil j D 
y of the late ilr C.G.L.Gooding have a supply of 
J ‘ Z PAG IER Y stor : 
pe cidard entomological bores) which ae for Sere : a en 
aaa know anybody interested. in these boxes which are useful for 
as tng all kinds of specimens please contact lirs Coulson 
Glenlee St. Traralgon Ph. 745057. | 


ar rr a Fe 8 OE Gi ERE OM 
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Visit of F.N.C.V. see Group. 
Advice received ‘of arrangements made by the group for the weekend. 
There were some vacancies available on a bus trip to the Thomson Dam 
Project on Saturday 16th February. 
These may be filled, contact secretary for information. 
Ilembers welcome to join in excursion to Wirilda on Sunday 17th February. 
BOAT TRIP. ; 
All arrangements completed by iir Wall for this ees trip to Refuge Cove 
op alternative if weather unfavourable. 
We are to meet at Port Welshpool at 9.30 am Sunday 24th February. 
Cost $4.00 per person. There may be vacancies due to cancellations. 
tte Wall would like all money to be paid before the day. 
Advised that we should be prepared for cold, wet, windy conditwhons:as 
ell as fine weather. The trip to Refuge Cove takes 3 hours. 
Vie will be ferried ashore by dinghy so be prepared to step into water’ - 
when Deute landed. 


~F.N.C.A.WEEKEND MARCH 8-10 
eS ‘annual campout of this organisation will be held at Benalla ; 
The ‘site is an old army camp. Cost $1.00 per person per night. 
There is a Meeting Roomwith plenty of seating, kitchen,h&c water 
Laundry, toilets showers etc Sleeping suereens but No mattresses 
bedding. No cutlery or crockery. : 
Secretary has full details if ANOS SAS CE 


CORRESPONDENCE Received 


Report Council Meeting V.F.N.C.A. —¢.C. v. Newsletter 
Gippsland Lakes Environment Report ECOS Geelong ieraunaeuLarsie 
CLEMATIS Vic.Naturalist HMaroondah Group S.G.A.P Newsletter 


Reported that our member Mr C.G.L.Gooding of Warragul had died early 
in January. Announcement to be made at Heeting in January. 


ELECTIONS f yim a 5 J 
At the Annual Meeting March 28th we will be asked to vote for’ the 
following office bearers. Secretary Treasurer 


Vice pace Two to be elected. Retiring vice presidents are 
Mr Lubcke and Mr Thompson. 


Nereedt not i raise subscriptions at present. Situation to ete reviewed! 
during the year. - 

MAILING LISTS 
Adyvave received from Australia Post. nes ‘the sorting for Bulk Postage 
of Registered Publications. This matter is in hand with the people 
concerned. 


SUPPER Roster February 22nd Mr and Mrs Ringin ? 


The next Committee Meeting will be held Tuesday 19th February at the 
home of Mr and irs McElroy 35 Latrobe road Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 
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clubs are as fotlovs: 


Details of contributing 
CLUB: 
LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


SALE F.i.C. 


TRARALGOW F.i.C. 


VARRAGUL F.i.C. 


BATIRISDALE F.i.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due ilaren 1st, payable to 


Haturaltst $4.50 


HOW SUCRETARY: 


lirs I. Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Horwett 3840 
‘phone 342129 


irs J.Gooen 

Futhan R.S.D. 
SAL? 3850 
"phone 44344] 


lip J.Stott 
48 Gilmour Street 
TRARALGOHM 5844 


lip J.Brooks 

3 Uobel street 
WARRAGUL 36820 
"phone 231568 


iin FV. Barton 


13 Purnbultl Street 
BDATPRUSDALS SHOES) 


"phone 525 793 


ion Treasurer 


Famtly §5.50 


MEETIPGS : 


7.30 pm on 4th Friday 
of each montn, at 
Regional Eduecatton Burzi. 
ding, Kirk Street. HOi 


8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
each month, Room 13 
Conttnuing Fdueatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.90 pm on 1st Friday 
each month, at L.Y. 
Edueational Service 
Building, Traralgon. 
(Kosetusko St School) 


8.00 pin on 3rd Friday 
eae month. Publte 
Library. VARRAGUL 


lip C. Lester 
G1 Strzeleckt Road 
YALLOURI 6538 


Single memberss.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIS® ts the offtetal publication of the 


Latrobe Valley Field ilaturalist Club. Contributions on any aspect 
of Watural History are tnvited from MEUDERS OF ALL CLUBS and should 


be addressed to: 


Hon Edttor 


Hrs L.Padfield, 


99 Chamberlatn. Road 


NEVBOROUGH 


5825. 


eure . ~ on . 


SUPPLEMENT TO LATROBE VALLEY iJATURALIST 
a 
LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 


The Club thanks you for your support and looks forward to your 
continued membersitp for 1980-1981, 


i Subscriptions to 31st larch 1981 become due on 31st March 1980. 
Herewith remtttance for Annual Subsertptton. ....seccrccvcecscere 
WATURALIST ONLY $4.00 PAMILY $5.50 

STUGLE MLEUIBER $5.00 


x oe 
PION Crtieetetelovelicdcieucleterelcdskedcuekelcuctiohes eMchc tele -chouototeletejduslelsreseushercuoleyolrere tokotexela 


oo 
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eeury Pet Oo Cee Cee a Ce A res OO ee i eg ea eA oe Pe Os ee 


eYsiteYolets” ohn Sdo Ado nod es aac res eee 


Please forward your subscription to 
The Treasurer L.V.F.N.C. 
14 Barry Street Morwell 3840. 


5 If you are atready financtal for 1980-1981 
. please disregard thts notice. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALTST CLUB. 
NOMINATION FOR FOR OFFICE. 


JIE ae upd Oh Add Sod eS oho oe noes Sado oso mo cuGooanC 
| Slo oR EEE 6 rman eee eo 0 oO 8B OO SN Se PERNT, PO CREPE Clee the postttion 
OF oy Si ae eres aN oo oe 0 & 0 OO & Cc NE ls kee any Rea peal a cepa varpere sO) TE this elub. 
. 
PROPOSED. cseeccvess Bione selfs eisiic\s fetolie l= ioust ai sas 
ow 
a7 : Qereyn eles OO Da RO SOO Onde Ob ONO SMe Ae o 


# hereby agree to accept nomination for the chove offtce 


ety PTO tr Ce ee Od Ct ha SCRE AY Deh AD poh 2 


Wiese nomination forms to be tu the hands of the Seeretary before 
'@ Commtttee Meeting Wareh 25th 1980. 
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coirne EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL Pt. ie — | 

TEESE | eet een laveh 21st . 
= Der “Hattonal PArks of Horth America” 

= Ur idarshalt iittehell 

Daporvanel) Tin Ititehell could not attend the prevtous meeting 

As nottfted © 2 80 hope there are 0 hitches thts Ete. 


Exeurston a lig Sunday March 23rd. . 
Pa eae a COE peer ecaey for details. 


«LATROBE VALLEY 2.1.0. : ap ea , 3 
SUBOTENGS ae ee Rviday Kaveh 23th (AiTivAL NEEDING) 


SPEAKER Yel ge mes Ni reaepe Ce aa , 
sake Slides of Gvcat Barrier Reef. 
--Bxcurson ee eer “Saturday Haveh 29th to Phe Bees, 


a HEEPIOG PLACE Hee Pes ae 10. 00 Gi 


“avcon Streets | sabe 
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LAHREY'S PLAT CAUPOUT 26-28 JAiUARY 1980 . 


Five early camps were set up on the Friday evening of Jan.25th 
by the Snow Gums edging a sloping snow plain. By midday Saturday a 
further seven vehicles had arrived and more camps were established. 
The day was fine and clear but very windy. The afternoon was spent in 
individual explorations of the nearby plain and tracks. 


The wind dropped overnight and on Sunday morning there was a 
frost which brought a fine clear day for the sunday excursion. 
this was led by Miss Jean Galbraith alons the road to Mt Hotham, with 
several stops at places where there were plants of interest. The first 
of these was for the Alpine leafless Bossiaea; the next to note the 
differences between Cascade Everlasting and Downy Cascade Everlasting. 
Near the junction of the Dargo and Harrietville Omeo roads we found 
the Alpine Wattle and could view the valleys of the North flowing 
“vens and Kiewa Rivers, and behind us the headwaters of the South flovw- 
ing Wongungarra and Dargo rivers. There was disappointment at lt.Blov- 
hard for where we had expected to find a lovely alpine meadow there 
is now a C.R.B.Patrol yard and huge shed. But once above the tree line 
we were able to see more fine views and find a variety.of plants. 
Just below the summit of Mt Hotham we were able to wander for a time an 
andhere found Alpine Celery. Near the fire lookéut shelter ‘at the 
Summit were small mats of Silver Edelweiss(Evartia nubisena)and Alpin: 
Syebright. ‘9 ee - 

We returned part way down the Dargo road to a poadside clearing 
for lunch. A very pleasant spot among Alpine Ash, iiountain Pepper, 
and Flax Lily with very large berries. Many of the passengers walked 
on along the road after the lunch stop until picked up by their drivers 
and so were able to have a closer look at roadside plants. Among them 
the Ovens Everlasting(Helichrysum stirlingii), the Alpine Shaggy~pea 
(Oxylobium alpestre), Forest Groundsel, Trigger plants, Royal Blue- 
bell, Pale Vanilla Lily, Alpine Mint-bush(Prostanthera cuneata), Tali 
Rice-flower (Pimelea eo GLUED and Snow Gum in flower. 
When we returned to Lankey's Plain for a close look at. the plants there 
we found some members of the Australian Dingo Foundation camped by 
the cattle grid at the Northern boundary. For many of us it was our 
first close look at a dingo as they had three pet dingoes with them 
and we were interested to hear of the aims and activities of this group. 


i As we were back at camp shortly after 4 pm.. there was more oOpporn- 
_ nutity that evening or early next morning for further exploration near 
the campsite. The creek which flowed from near the road past the shel- 
ter hut and over two waterfalls provided a wealth of small plants along 
its course. \hile birds were more plentiful in the bushes and trees : 
along the banks and cliffs. pig ; ; 


The thanks of all those who were able to attend the campout go 
ES iiss Galbraith as our leader on Sunday and to our Secretary and 
those others who organised and prepared for the weekend. es 


WP. BREWSTER 


Li a 


{ 
LATROBE VALLEY IATURALIST. (2) ISSUE ilo 195 HARCH 1980 
ee , : = a | | 


LITTLE SHAKE ISLAND. Se 247/.27/8 0 


The ten persons who chose to go on the short boat trip to Little 
Snake Island in spite of the gale warning were very pleased with their 
day. We were taken along the channel in a larger boat and transhinped 
tg a smaller one for the shallow water near the shore. Nevertheless ve 
still had to wade a short distance. Once ashore we headed inland to 
try to shelter from the very strong West wind. After a short walk thr-- 
ough a patch of Spear Grass we came to the edge of a large dry flat 
where there were hundreds of. kangaroos disturbed by our appearance thn 
ough the patches of telaleuca ericifolia bordering the flat. 

These animals and possibly others had srazed the smaller and moister 
plants practically to ground level. We found some patches of Swamp Weed 
(Seliliera radicans)with delicate white flowers in the open parts, while 
jn the edges of the Spear Grass its leaves were larger and more fleshy ’ 
where they had been able to grow ungrazed.Also sheltered by the Spear A 
Grass were fine plants of Angled Lobelia (Lobelia alata) and Common 
Centaary (Centaurium minus). Most of the flowers on the Rounded loon- 
flower (Bisphyma australe) had finished but many of the patches of 


Beaded Glasswort.(Salicorna quinqueflora) were bright with flowers. 


-' Beyond the open flat we sheltered in a thicket of scrub and trees 
bettreen showers while finding other plants and sighting a few birds. 
Swifts high above the trees; Crimson rosellas feeding and flying, tro 
Bronzewing Piseons, Grey Shrike-thrushes calling, and Grey Fantaiis 
were moving through the trees. As well as thickets of tree size Sweet 
Wattle (Ac. sauveolens)and Coast Wattle(Ac.longifolia var sophorae) 


with tall Prickly Teatree (Leptospermum juniperinum) and fine trecs of 
Saw Banksia (Banksia serrata)with beautiful heads of flowers there 
were occasional small opem patches with a lower growth of Thatch Sat- 
sedge (Gahnia radula), Pin Rush clumps, Rapwort, Bracken Fern, and 
smaller plants of Cranberry Heath (Astroloma humifusum) and minute 
Swamp Goodenia (Goodenia humilis). In many places there were the remains _ 
of old stumps- some 18 inch diameter -which appeared to have been burnt 7) 
a long time ago. There was evidence of rabbits and a deer's antler is 
was found. ; Pre 

_ by the edge of the large flat directly opposite the Fisherman's 
Jetty at POrt Welshpool there were two small dams where Emus and Deer q 
had left their footprints. The trees were taller near this spot with 
some Eucalypts and Prickly lioses (ACacia verticillate) above the shrubs 
with Clematis aristata and Apple Berry (Billardicra scandens) tangled 
through them. A short distance inside-the shelter of trees Was an Enu 
camping ground distinguished by the flattening of the crass and amount 
of droppings. . 3 


After lunch in the shelter of a lielaleuce clump we headed into 
the wind across a large Salicorna swamp to look for a lovely patch of 
Mauve flowers found during the morning by a most energetic explorer. 
Some fine large flowers of Creeping Monkey Flower (Iiimulus repens) 
Some of the party went via a patch of bush and unwittinel Flushed 
two deer for the rest of us to see. ge ee of 


contd....pp 3 
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Sand-hill Saw Sedge (Lepidosperma concavum Jwas found near the small 
dunes at the Southern EGE of the Island. A few hardy walkers strugg- 
led into the wind until they neared the high sand dunes where there 
is a navigation beacon before allof us were blown back along the sand 
left by the receding tide. there was much flotsam washed up along the 
badly eroded shore line along the Western edge of the island. 
The wind had grown stronger as the day had passed so we were all thank~ 
ful to sink in the shelter of Spear Grass tussocks as we waited for 
the small boat to return and collect us. The boat had a rough trip out 
to collect us but with the wind behind it for the return trip we had 
a quick run back to the jetty and landed just before the worst squall 
of the day. 

. B.P.Breuster. 


LOL LLL LLL ALLL LLL LLL LON . - 
ATOTHER WET RECORD. 


Mr Bill Cane, who has added many species to the plants recorded 
from Victoria, has just found another, VELVET MIMNT--BUSH, (Prostanthera 
incana), between Dargo and Crooked river. 


This latest addition to our Mint~bushes is a shrub up to 2 metres 
high (6 ft) with dark green velvety leaves and mauve flowers in small 
clusters at the branch ends. The edges of the leaves are crenate 
(bluntly lobed like the margin of a violet leaf) and. curved back sligh- 
tly. Like most mint-bushes the leaves have an aromatic scent. 


Until now Velvet llint-bush has been known only from N.S.W. on the 
lower Blue Mountains-and “the-central ¢oast and its hinterland. 


JEAi GALBRAITH. 


a 


Members vill be sorry to learn of the death of tir David Huxley 
on larch 10th at hts home at Harracan. He had been ill for a short 
time when ir Sterkenburg told us at tiie January iieeting. 


itp Husley with his wife had made a beauttful garden at thetr home. 
Some members were able to visit him there recently. 


Our thoughts go to iirs Huxley and her family at thts time. 


. a er rn A A 
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THAT FEBRUARY GXCURSIO! 
or OUR HALF OF IT. 


It was certainly disappointing to find the beautiful morning of 
our anticipated boat trip too windy atWelshpool for us to venture our, 
even across to Chinaman's Bay. Our good friend Alan Norrison, carried 
away by tales of our previous adventures on sea and land, had come 
down especially to join the party. I hear that he and others who ele- 
ected to cross to Little Snake Island found some consolation there in 
the shape of mobs of Kangaroos. deer and lesser wildlife. In fact, 
they too had a good day. 


The land-lubbers went around to Point townsend on the lee sideof 
Yanakie, arriving in a downpour with gusty winds fairly tearing the ° 
leaves off the shrubbery. "Ye used this stormy hour to eat our lunches 
in the cars, and when it passed(could it have been part of Cyclone © a 
Simon?) sallied forth for an enjoyable walk around the beach, the tide 
receding .fast. There is a Shire Reserve here encompassing the head 
land, well wooded, piles of huge granite boulders alternating with 
small sandy beaches along the sea front. 


There is an interesting shrub along here, Cyathodes juniperina, 
the Tasmanian crimson berried heath, its colorful berries just now 
yvipening. It touches our coasts in only a few localised places,here 
on the foreshore; Tongue Point beyond the Darby River, and at . Cape 
Woolamai. A tough and leathery version of the common Kangaroo fern 
clings to the granite boulders just above the tide line. 


Up on the cliff in the mulch under the teatree is the place to 
lock for winter orchids, but just now in a dry summer only a few 
Hyacinth orchids were in evidence. The showers had greened up the 
luxuriant moss beds and in one place the shrubbery was festooned with 
Olid Man's Beard in a sort of enchanted foresi. 


We walked round to the old Yanakie Landing where a few remnants | 
of the jetty and tramway rails are all that is left. A few years ago i 
it was possible to drive down here but since the caravan park was 7 
established at the other end the old track has eroded away completely. 
In the early days this was the landing place for stores for Yanakie 
Station a few miles away, before the days of good roads and bridges. : 
There are stories, too, of convicts struggling ashore at Yanakie 
Landing after a voyase from Van diemans Land. 


It is a matter for resret that the old station homestead and its 
clearing were taken over by the Soldier Settlement Commission. and 


the house and sheds swept away by the bulldozer. Incorporated in the 
“National Park it would have been of great interest in these history 


conscious days. 


Our walk back through the bush proved to be'a bit of a scramble, 
as I think we mistook a wombat track for a tourist route, but it gave 
us all an appetite for afternoon tea. After an exchange of compliments 
and a farewell to Charles Lester, whom we are sorry to lose, the cars hb 
began to pull out for the homeward journey. 


££. Lyndon. 
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WITH THE BOTANY GROUP TO WIRTLDA. 


The morning, though overcast, was mild and pleasant with promise 
of more warmth later as we gathered by the long defunct hostelry at 
Moondarra. Whilst awaiting developments various members explored th 
immediate surroundings until we were called together, very briefly 
addressed on procedural details, and the procession moved off on the 
short descent to the dam wall. There at leisure, we studied the stat~ 
isties of construction, of dimension, of capacity, and other relevant 
details. We assessed the aesthetic and engin~ering nicities of the 
construction, the scenic attractions , aquatic and terrestrial, stud- 
ied the zooplankton and other marine curiosities, the flotsam and jet- 
som, or whatever suited the- individual taste. One member found inter- 
est in driftwood lying on the spillway. When the possibilities were 
exhausted, the cavalcade moved forward and downward on a steep “and= 
pugged track into the Wirildaness of the gorge. 


he 
AG 


The vegetation at the lower level may have been interesting if not 
hidden by clouds of dust, and there was no time for those who might 
wish to seramble to do so. A halt was made at a ciosed gate, on a 
steep stoney and parched hillside, lightly covered with stunted vcget- 
ation. Word passed back along the line that the delay was due to a 
locked gate for which no key was available. Some resourceful gentieman 
produced a hacksaw and the gate was opened, only to reveal the fact 
that, just around the bend, there was another locked gate, and a tough 
proposition it was. This was overcome by the resourcefulness of a 
well known Warragul identity, and we proceeded dustily on our way to 
the floor of the gorge, where there was a planned halt to view a geol- 
ogical formation. What had, in remote time, been a river bed, -had been 
thrust upward by volcanic action to form a hill, and had in recent — 
times been cut through to facilitate the laying of a pipeline. 


All-very interesting, but there being no geologist present to 
expound and to further enlighten us, and items of botanical interest 
being not abundant, it was not difficult to recall the party to their 
respective cars, and continue our tortupus way to the next halt. 
Quite predictably that was on an upward climb, with leading cars out 
of sight and no explanation forthcoming. Being third from the end of 
the line, there was ample time for me to watch the proceedings and to 
contemplate the prospect of putting my ageing Hillman to the task. 


We were now on a saddle overlooking the Latrobe Valley: , and there 
was much pointing to indiscernable places and features in the dim dist- 
ance, until the general need for refreshment bacame too obvious to be 
ignored, so the track gradually assuming some resemblance to.a road, © 
we moved with increasing speed to the venue for lunch. i 
This proved to be Sandbank Reserve, a pleasant spot along the Latrobo 
River, to the east of the village of Tyers, sufficiently shaded by 
exotie trees, mainly elm and oak . keys 


: After a pleasant lunch and company we all went our separate ways. 
or me , the day was begun anew, and was not wasted; for the Botany 
group © it was finished, and was surely a memorable one. 
ee — J.C. VARDIEY 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE WEETING HELD 19th FEBRUARY . 
Detatts for liarel ezeurston reccived. 


Hotzees re PHOTOFLORA 80 recetved and witl be dtstrtbuted tn 
the area. 

Advice from F.l1.C.V. Re trip teh Catrus and Hinterland July 15th 
to July 29th 1980. If you are interested in thts trtp contact lir Hatt 
or litss Allender . ) 


Wildflower Show t2 Lower Melbourne town Hall Oetober 11th will be 
one of the Centenary functions of the F.i.C.V. 
Diseusston as to the feasibility of having a bus trip to thts shou. 
Please contact Seeretary if tuterested in a bus trtp. 


Hr Thompson reported on progress at “Wirtlda". Totlets are betng 
erected at the ptente stte and all will be operating soon. A 
Tt has been a tong battle but the commtttee feet that at last someti:- | 
tug ts happentng atilirtlda for the publte to enjoy the area. 

Annual Meeting discussed, nominatton forms, subscriptions , reports 
ete. All members recetved nomination forms vtth February Naturalist. 
otiee for Annual subsertpttons also wtth February laturaltst. 

Ve need some "New Blood“ on the Committee, so all members gtve those 
nomtnatton forms sertous thought. 

SUPPER ROSTER WUARCH 28th irs Sterkenburg lings Burns. 
ent Committee Meeting vill be held on Tuesday MAreh 25th at the hore 
of lies Peterson, 14 Barry Street Horwell at 7.30 pin. 


Any interested persons welcome at these meetings. | f 


i Bil ROUTE TO DARGO HIGH PLATIIS. 25/1/80 
Seen at Wintkte Creek betueen briagolong and Cobannah.....+.+-. 
Black Coeckatoos (yellou-tailed), a targe Goanna, a Black Dingo wtth 
three black pups, a Bronzeuing Ptgeon, and a Grey Shrtke~thrush. 


Seen on the road two miles beyond the Grant track... an Hinu and 
four partly grown chicks. A short distance further on a pair of _ A 
Australian Ground-thrushes seuttled off the road and tuto the bushec. : 


fi. P.Brevster. ae i 


Footnote on flirilda from LAtrobe Valley F.i].C. 


We ave sorry our friends of F.iI.C.V. sav the Thomson Valley and 
Tyevs Gorge toward the end of the drtest summer in years, and on a 
hot day when plants would be dusty and birds in’ shelter. 


We hope they wtll come again in spring and see what those places 
are really itke. 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 


Detatls of contrtbutting elubs are as follouvs: 


CLUB: HOW SECRETARY: MEETINGS ¢ 
LATROBE VALLEY F.H.C. ilirs I. Peterson 7.30 pm on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, of each month, at 
orwell 3840 Regional Edueatton Butl- 
3 ‘phone 342129 ding, Kirk Street. NO 
SALE F.i.C. irs J.Gooch 8.00 pm on 1st Friday 
Futham R.S.D. eaeh month, Room 13 
SALT 3850 Continuing Edueatton 
"phone 443441 Centre, Raymond Street 
4 SALI. 
a TRARALGOI F.Y.C. HO Jie StODt 8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
48 Gilmour Street each month, at L.YV. 
LRARALGOW 5844 Gdueattonal Service 


Butlding, Traralgon. 
(Kosetusko St Schoot) 


WARRAGUL F.H.C. lir J.Brooks 8.00 nm on 3rd Friday 
3 ilobel street eaci month. Public 
WARRAGUL 3820 Library. WARRAGUL 
; "phone 231568 
BAIRUISDALE F.i.C. iin 7.V.Larton 
13 Turnbull Street 
DATRISDALE 5875 
‘ohone 528 792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
- Bue flaren Ist, Dani to Hon Treasurer lie C. Lester 
3) 61 Strzelteckti Road 
YALLOURI $538 
iaturalist $4.50 Family $5.50 &tigle members5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST ts the offictal publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Fteld ilaturaltst Club. Contributions on any aspect 
of Natural History are tnvited from MEUDERS OF ALL CLUBS and should 
be addressed to: 
lion aditor Mrs L.Padfteld, 
99 Chamberlain Road 
VEVBOROUGH 63825, 
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| VEST AUSTRALIAH TRIP, PART 2. . b 
; Tatk by tir and ies Brooks 22/2/80. 


ilany members and a number of interested visitors heard and sai 
an excellent show of the beauty of W.A. photographed by lip and lirs 
Brooks of Warragul at the February meeting of the L.V.F.N.C. 


This part of the trip started from Perth with an interesting sky- 
lineof that city and the famous red and green MNangles Kangaroo Paw 
(Anigozanthus manglesii). It will be difficult to mention all the flo- 
wers we saw this evening, but some will be named here - the Coral Vine 
(Kennedia coccinea), the Rose Bunjine (Pimelea rosea)altRiceflower" +o 
Victorians, Hakeas including H.trifurcata,unique in having two kinds 
of leaves ~ flat and cylindrical sharp-pointed ones - but not giving a 
definate clue to the genus by exhibiting the fruit. Grevilleas were 
also excellent. 


Along the coast, we travel south to Bunbury's caravan park in 
which we saw one of the enermous Saltwater Paperbarks, and then to the. 
famous Ludlow Tuart Forest Reserve near Busselton. The Tuart is Eucaly~ 
ptus gomphocephala, beautiful tall trees up to 39.6 metres (130 Ft) in 
the only part of the world where it grew naturally. Nobody knows how 
old they are, but the Forestry people believe the oldest is 500 years 
old. In the undergrowth we saw many smaller plants of which the Sundews 
are an important group and very attractive to both insects and photo-~ 
graphers. gitar 


Along the coast were very nice sundews, again with a variety of 
colorful flowers including the tall Guineaflower,Red Spiderorchids 
(Caladenias_ identification left to the experts), the Wattles, grass... 
trees, and not to be forgotten the Purple enamel Orchid (Elythranthera 

Cape Naturaliste has a short but very strongly built lighthouse 
called the"Guardian of the Sealanes", and along the coast southwards 
Still , the beautiful natural sea sculptures at Canal rocks, and towa-.- 
rds Augusta, the famous limestone caves. There are more than 200 caves 
of which only three have been opened for the public. The “Jewel Cave" 
is one of the most famous. It has "shawls", "organpipes" and the longest 
“straw " stalactite in the world (24 ft) 7.3 metres. 


In the Southwest corner , we saw the green Kangaroo Paw, @iant 
Banksia (B.grandis) and different varieties of Stylidiunm, alias Tricser 
Plants. Here Cape Leeuwin lighthouse is situated on the extreme south- 
vest p@int of the Continent where the Indian and Southern Oceans meet, 
and is 135 ft (41 metres)high and the walls 7 feet(2.1 metres) thick. 
‘ere too we saw the famous "Waterwheel" originally built in 1895 for 
“he construction of the lighthouse and later for the domestic use of <he 
ighthouse-keepers. It was fed by a wooden aquaduct from one of the per- 
Nenent springs in the hills, but has now been turned into a stone mon- 
“ent by the high lime content in the water, since falling into disuse 
asout 1928. they 


contd.....ppp 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST (2) . ISSUE ilo 196 APRIL 1980 


VEST AUSTRALIAH TRIP PART 2. contd... 


Again beautiful flowers - the Jug Orchid, Tasselbush, some wattles 
and Catspaw(Anigozanthus humilis) like a small Kangaroo Paw , but 
orange with a coat of red hairs. We visited the Carnabies at Wilga to 
see their entomologicaln museum. The large collection on display in a 
‘-buildang specially provided by the shire Council in Boyup Brook. 


Going southwards again to the coast and Manjimup and Pemberton 
between which we saw the “Diamond Tree” and later on beyond Pemberton, 
the more famous Gloucester Tree" with their fire look-out cabins on 
top keeping guard over the wonderful Karri forests of the region. 

These trees are very impressive with their clean, creamy smooth trunks 
The "Four Aces" protected for the publ ic to see are examples of some of 
the best. the information board at the site says these four trees con~ 
tain enough timber to build six normal timber-framed houses. 


Siides of Blue Hovea (H.elliptica), the Sundew (Drosera macrantha) , D 
the Yellow Patersonia, and a great variety of Banksias, the snake Bush, 
Pink Fairies, Fringed Daisy-bush, Swan River Myrtle , Hairy Jug-florver 
and the Albany Bottlebrush, there were too many to mention them all. 


; This pa2t of the trip reaches to. Walpole on Nornalup Inlet. 
tie and Mrs Brooks again_ have given us an excellent evening with their 
outstanding photography. 


A small presentation from our President lie JIm Wall to the Broo 
and big applause from the crowd concluded the SASS t- ‘te 


3: 


ghaniyous ageur HERI, and Jack Brooks. 


~Bart Sterkenburg. 


HESTING WoTES FROM VATTLE LAT. 


Dusky Woodswallows nested in a Cypress tree and reared three 
chubby little ones; I did not see the eggs as they had already sare 
when I found them, they are still in the nest (Dec. 8th) 


iiistletoe birds nested in a neighbours Acacia tree; it was not 
possible to.see into the nest, but the tiny beautifully “Coloured birds 
were BRIS. Caer ae tiny insects which they collected on our Raspberry 
canes. 

Golden Whistlers, Black-faced Cuckoo Shrikes,Grey backed Silver- 
eyes, and ilistletoe birds are all Caterpillar eaters; as soon as fruit - 
starts to ripen, the tiny caterpillars appear; then the birds move in ix 
and some people think they are after the fruit, but this is not so. 
Blackbirds however, will destroy a lot of berries in a short time. ty 


Black-faced Cuckoo shrikes nested high in a Grey Peppermint tree, 
and hatched a single chick, it has now left the nest. A soft little 
Silver grey fellow, and young as Slaw cables vale “eulgecealy has that habit pec- 
uliar to the species,.that is, it shakes and refolds the wings imned~ 
lately it settles on a limb. 


I have seen a Spotted Pardalote gathering grasses but have not 


found its nestin tunnel. a aes 
2) & Uargaret £.Coulson 
Ueerim South ~ 
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PHAT FEBRUARY @XCURSIOL. ANOTHER VIEW. 


We set off in the morning with clothes for all eventualities, 
however it looked like a lovely day and high hopes for the trip to 
Refuge Cove or whatever. Ue had a good trip to Port Welshpool and 
the Melsserran were delighted to see a small mob of Kangaroos feeding 
on a patch of grass. 


On arrival at Welshpool it was rather windy and when we walked 

to the end of the jetty where lir Roberts , our boatman was waiting, 
but with the bad news that we could not go to Refuge Cove or even 
to Chinaman's Bay. He could take us to Little Snake Island, just across 
from Velshpool if we desired. After much debating and sorting out 
ne were in our respective groups. Some to go to Snake Island, Some 

went home via Tarra Valley etc and the rest under the leadership or 
ne Lyndon went to Yanakie Beach on Wilson's Promontory. 


The geology of this area is interesting. Wils Prom. is the 
northern part of a ridge of mountains that once sentinued pight to 
Yasmania, connecting it with the mainland. After the melting of the 
last Glacial period, about 10,000 years ago the water level rose and 
submerged the low lying coastal land leaving only the high points 
standing in Bass Strait. The Promontory itself bacame a group of 
islands, separated from the mainland, but prevailing winds from the 
pouen West caused the sand to build up between the islands, reuiniting 

chem.The sand banked up on the submerged neck forming the Isthmus at 
Yanakie once again linking the Prom ontory with the mainland. 


A stroll along the beach after lunch was most rewarding and. just 
about the first thing we saw was the Tasmanian Berry. We walked the 
old rails and jetty which once brought supplies to the Yanakie home- 

tead .Along the way we saw plants proving on the foreshore so close 
to the water. These are plants able to tolerate the salt winds and spray. 
Maite Correa, Pigface, Common Groundsel, Sheoaks and Banksias were all 
doing their part in being beautiful and holding the soil together. 


Meanwhile the children were gathering all sorts of shells, (adults 
helping also). I saw sooty oyster-catchers, silver gulls, tpdlsver'e swans 
aud the handsome pacific gull and even a white ~faced heron. However 
I didn't see any bush birds but no doubt the birdo's did as I under- 
stand the Prom abounds with birdlife, especially in the Spring when 


inore flowers are in bloom. On reaching the jetty and rails we took a 


short detour through the trees and it was so different from the blus- 
tering beach. The atmosphere was peaceful and no wind. We saw some 
stands of the Hyacinth Orchid, it Looked to me a perfect place for 
pink fairies too, but of course it wasn't the right time of year to 
eek for flowers. 


Along this walk two things gave concern to members. 


1. The erosion of the foreshore. Members noted that in several places 
wave action had eaten into the bottom of the banks causing the rest 
to collapse. This was happening mainly near the camping park where 
trees had been cleared for better viewing by campers: + 
This area is not in the National Park. 

contd...pp 4 
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“THAT FEBRUARY BXCURSION contd... | 


2. iim Wall collected several pieces of tansled nylon fishing line 
discarded by unthinking Fishermen. Pirds often set tangled in these 
lines and suffer an agonising and very often a prolonged death. 

Last lay the Club wrote to the Fisheries and Wildlife asking thet when 
the Anglers Eandbook is revised, mention be made about discarded line, 
pointing out the dancers to birds and animals in the water and surrou-~- } 


nding areas. Ve.also wrote to several anglins clubs re this matter. 
However we received no replies. 


a : aA Yet 2 | 
Tt was a good excursion, even if we had to run for cover several 
mes:: Our thanks must go to lip Wall who organised the trip, makin | 


[= bom 


Aliso special thanks to lirs Lyndon who willingly led the excursion a) 
and did such a marvellous jon that by the end of the day most members ~ | 


had forgottenthat in the beginning they had intended soing on a boat 
trip! 
We will still try for another “boat trin” one day in the future. 


Iris Peterson. ~ : | 


i ne pn 


PLOWERS OF DARGO HIGH PLATS AND HE HOTHAL. | 


ind bit there were many other good things. On our last campout there, 
eleven years ago,.I collected the willowherb, it was then unnamed, 
although it had been found once, on a mountain in Tasmania. 

Another species, Bald-seeded Willow-herb (E.curtisae) was abundant 

in most parts of the plain and even on the dry ede of the road. It is 
very like Carnetiillowherb with the same carpeting habit and tiny pink 
flowers on stalklike 7iinch fruits, but its flowers were stalkless and éD) 
its seeds without hairs while the rarer species has long stalked flow: « 
ers and seeds plumed with white hairs» A:number of enthusiasts helned 
search for the rare plant but all any of us found was the abundant 
E.curtisiae. Nowever we had many other revards -the short stalked TOL: 
den cups of Granite Buttercup (Ranunculus sraniticola) and tiny late 
blooms of the Bog Buttercup(?.pimpinellifolius) close to their downy 
pinnate leaves of 50 or more broad leaflets; the shiny leaves of Caltha - 
intraloba; each with two tiny incurved lobes, were sinlesey-aener ersiat=tnir) a ne 

It was too late for Caltha flowers but erect 
almost burr-Like clusters of dark 
were there search 


stalks were crowmed by 

: brown pointed fruits. Last time we. ~ 
ing revealed only two plants of Fairy Bluebell 
(Wahlenbergia densifolia}, the rarest bluebell 
time we found many. They are well named. 


small smooth grey~green leaves clustered near the base, bore one delicate 
blue-bell, and where a dozen.or more grew 4 = aarany 


~orether thei i q 
beauty made the common name appropriate. tos on heir fairylike 


contd...pp p 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST (5) ISSUE it]o 196 APRIL 1980 


FLOWERS OF DARGO HIGI PLAINS AUD iT HOTA.  contd.. 


Just beyond the grove of snow gums where we had our camp there was 
a delightful alpine carpet, many yards across, of one of the rarer cop- 
rosmas (C. nivalis). IN general appearance it is like C.pumila. the nros- 
trate coprosma of lit Baw Baw, but with much narrower leaves. Woven into 
it like a living tapestry grew a small woodruff, a cotula(C.alpina}) with 
little cream and brown cushiony flower-heads, creeping Alpine Ballart 
(Exocarpas nanus)beaded with scarlet fruits, several tiny buttercup 
species, the little pink willowherb, and silver tufts of Celmisia leaves. 
A few inches above the carpet, many of the fairylike bluebells were in 
flower near some of the larger deep+purple blue Royal Bluebell (\.gloriosa) 
This was on a slope above the deepening cleft of the tiny creek. 
At the foot of the slope there were still flowers on the Silver Daisies 
peccetmieve astelifolia). 
‘Jean Galbratth. 


The flowers of it Hotham wtll be continued in another tissue. Ed. 


PRESIDENT'S REPORT. 
During the course of the last 12 months I have enjoyed many pleasant 
ventngs wtth you as Presdtent of this Club and I thank you one and all 
for the support and good felloushtp you have contributed. 


> © 


® 


Ye have had quite a good attendance at our meetings and execurstons, 
and ouyr guest speakers vere first rate. 
Our Christmas Breakup was very well attended and my personal thanks 
ie + ey AR Tne AG : 3 
goes to ir and Mrs Ringin for offering their property at Coalvttle for 
the venue. ey ao 
Ta, oC ry ws e « m 
a GY owutng to tnclement weather the boat trip had to be cane-~ 
otled at the last minute, but a few hardy members vent to Little Snake 
rotand white the vest of us vent to Yanakte Beach under the leadersin 
of lips Lyndon. : 
ly special thanks go to the Secretary who has kept me well informed 
and mad my job very easy. Bey 3 


stgned, J.Waltl president. 


‘Offtee bearers elected at the Aunual Meeting were: 


Seceretary.... lirs I.Peterson 
. Vice President lir 0.Thompson | 

Viee President _ ir £2. Lubeke | 

Treasurer = lirs A. Stevart | 

Treasurers asststant Mrs I. Smtth 

Publictty Officer. ‘Posttion to become eligible for | 


we~ election as other offices. The position ts held by Irs Watt 
at present. | 


— eS eee ee | 
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REPORT OF COiiiITTER (EETIUCG 2ELD MARCH 26th. 
VATURAL HISTORY leDALLIOI. 
Ve are supporting the nomtnatton of iirs Rtea Tirtekson of West Australia. 
She ts a well kuown author of orchid books ,artist and naturalist. 


Deetded that we gtve 10.00 dollars to the liedallton commtttee to heip 
vith thetr expenses. 


Telephone List. 
Dectded that the list should be updated as itt is an important link with 
members tn an emergency. eg. cancellatton of exeurstion. 


Hembers wtshing to be on thts list please give names and telephone number 


to the seeretaryas soon as posstble. 


Financial discussion. It was felt that we should be able to go another 
year before ratsing the subscription. We are a non profit elub, but do 
have some committments, The Naturalist being the biggest expense. 

Ve subsertbe to other kindred elubs and magazines. these magazines are 
aluays available for club members through the club library. 


VORLD BA2VIROWIET? DAY. June 5th. Last year we had a film show which vas 
successful but a great deal of work for a few people. = 
it was felt that we would have some small displays in an effort to 
bring the envtronment in front of the population. If members have any 
ideas please contact the secretary. 


Publications received. ilorthern Territory F.i1.C.iewsletter. - 

North Bast Naturalist(Tasmanta), S.G.A-P.Maroondai Group ilewsletter, 
ECOS, Vtetortan Haturalist, C.C.V.ilewsletter, orld Wildlife fund Aust. 
Heusltetter. 

Zid. WORLD WILDERHESS COUGRESS. 

Information recetved about the congress which will be hekd in Cairns 
from 8-18 June 1980. There will be speakers from all over the world, 
many excurstons to interesting places etc. Secretary has details if 
anyone ts tnterested. 


BUS TRIP. The exeursion on July 26th vill be a bus trip to the Zoo or if 
too wet, the Museum in Melbourne. AS the numbers are limited for the bus 
tt would be appreciated if interested persons gave their names to the 
Secretary as soon as possible. Cost Approx. $7.00 per person. ie 
The next Committee Meeting will be held at the home of tir and irs 
Thompson, Downtes Lane Fraralgon South . on Tuesday Aprtl 15th at 7.30pm. 
SUPPER ROSTER Aprtl 18th. lips Crane Iliss Galbraith. 
ALL HMENBERS PLEASE OTE YOUR AUHUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE HOW DUE 
. ae ‘ So NNN TR an ene edit a edkne vdepe non cnbents Nanetan 
a a eT AS NN A NN to 


Haturattst only $4. 50. Family SE 50 Stngle nmlember $4.00 


As iin Lester has now left Yallourn please send subsertpttions to 
freasurer L.V.F.N.C. 19 Hazelwood Crescent, Yaslourn 3838. Tel.622308. 


Pa 
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LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


Detatls-.of contrtbuting clubs are as follows: 


CLUB HON SECRETARY MEETINGS 
_ LATROBE VALLEY F.N.C. . Mrs I.Peterson 7.30pm. on 4thFriday 

14 Barry Street, of each month, at 
MORWELL . $840 Yallourn Primary eee 
"Phone 342129 School. . YALLOURH. 

SALE F.¥.C. Mrs-Jd.Gooch 8.00pm on 1st Friday 
Fulham R.S.D. each month, Regtonal 
SALE 8850 Arts Centre,Maealister 
"Phone 448441 Street. SALE 

TRARALGON F.N.C. Mr J.Stott 8.00pm onist Friday 


48 Gilmour Street ~gavheménth,. City ~ - 
TRARALGONW 5844 Councetl Reeeptton Room 


’ PRARALGON — 
WARRAGUL F.U.C. ird.Brooks § —8. 00pm on: Bad Friday 
3 Nobel Street | each month. .Publte 
Warragul 3820. Library, WARRAGUL: 
? 
BAIRNSDALE F.N:C. BORD BOLEDS 
lir E.V.Barton 
13 Turnbull Street 
Bairnsdale 38786 
"Phone 023792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 3 
Due March 1st, payable to Hon Treasurer Mr C.Lester 
61 Strzeleckt Rd. 
YALLOURN 5838. 
Naturalist $3.50 Family $4.50 Single Member $4.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


ts the offietal publtcation of the Latrobe Field Naturalist Club. 
Contrtbuttons on any aspect of Natural History are tnvtted from 
HEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to: 
Hon. Editor, Mrs L.Padfield, 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
NEWBOROUGH 3825. 
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COUTIG EVENTS 
VARRAGUL F.1.C. 


Heetting: Friday lay 16th 
lin and iirs Phillips “China” 
Excursion: - Contact Secretary for details. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.H.C. 


lieeting: Priday lay 23rd i 

Speaker: lip Alan forrtson 
Beauty tn lature” 

Eecurston: Darltnurla area 

lieeting Place: The Pump House Darlimurla 


at 10.00 am. 


LL - - - - = - sean ~ pore enema ban 
TRARALGOHW F.U.C. 
Meeting Sa Friday June 6th 
: | lies Jean Galbraith 
* Botanical BUDO ORS: of the Buealypt 


j a : specics” 
BE CULGL OD seen eae . Contact Secretary for detatls.— 


WORLD BEVIROMUGHT DAY. | 

The C.¢.V.wilt present ARR ee ULLER ~ Alnost in the Wild 

‘This wttl be in the form of a 2 hour combined Lecture, filns and 
colour slides and question time. 


‘tt the CAHBERVELL CIVIC CBUTRE Wednesday 4th June at 7.30 pm. 
Tickets avat lable from C. C. Vv. ae Adults, ee GRU es 


Latrobe Ve ies ‘E.il, er 


A display wilt be held at ihe voouabidde Cane near Yallourn On 
Saturday June 7th. "eather permitting there will be a eondueted 

ature Walk through the bush at the camp. | 

s Heet at Yallourn Post Offtce at 10.00 am. 


Sere you wish it will be allright to go direct tO. Wodeabiada which | 
is on the first turn left after crossing the Latrobe Sage on the 
ee out from Mealieiuas to Yallourn Nerurs 
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AUSTRALIA] ORCHIDS. 


At a meeting late last year of the L.V.F.1!.C. a very interesting 


ng 


talk and slide evening was given by club nenbers , Son and Ollie Thompso 


They started by showing us the*difference between orchids and 
other similar flowers such as lillies and the essential parts and char- 
acteristics of an orchid flower. Both flowers have 3 petals,3sepals 
wuc , while all 6 parts of a lily are basically similar in size,shape 
and colour, the orchid usually has 1 petal which is vastly different 
nm size and shape to the other parts of the flower. The upper, or. gorsal. 
epals are often raised over the flower's column(the lily has "6 separate 
anthers). A peta al forms a tongue or labellum on the side of the column 
pposite to the dorsal sepal. This tongue attracts insects to the flowe 
fhe pistil and anthers are united in the column. The ovary is immediate 
below the flower and is said to be*inferior" whereas in the pay it is 
situated above the base of the petals within the flower. 

“hile the pollen of the other flowers is dry and powdery , that of the 
iid is held together with minute elastic fibres forming two pollen 


ey rio U0) He 


messes and the whole is covered with a very fine film which keeps ~it 
1oist. These-pollen masses are called pollinia. 
Most orchids are pollinated by insects and some species have developed 


“ichly:specialised methods of attracting a certain species of insect | 
ich, beeause of its size and Shape, is the most efficient. pollinating 


yen their Flowers. Once an orchid ovary is pollinated the flower stem 
sometimes greatly elongated to aid the dispersal of seed. 
word orchid means beauty, love, refinement and magnificence. 


Some orchids that grow in Australia also grow in other countries, 
ecially in the South Pacifie area, but many are found only in Aust~ 
La. In fact there are i: entire families which are endemic to Aust- 
ia, these being Parson's Bands ,laxlips, Diuris and Elbow Orchids. 

The first group of evenhidapanopa ene che Sun-orchids 


° 


n. 


r ‘ 


Ps 
ly 
ws 


‘ent. of that particular orchid: but some are self pollinating and never | 


These are identified by the column having 3 lobes, the niddlé- lobe beings 


different in. each species. This lovely group'‘occurs in many shades of 
red, pink, blue, purple and yellow and others are bi-coloured with 
spots or stripes. ; 


The next group were the Diuris or Double tails, named after the 
wo lateral sepals. Each species attracts a different. species of insect 


especially suited to pollinate the flower and, after pollination, the 
back petal is contracted so that it droops once 


Prasophyllums or Leek Orchids were the 3rd major genus shown. 
ilembers of this genus ranging from 50cem-90cem in height. The name refers 
to the plant's single stem clasping leek--like leaf and a characteristic 
of these flowers is that they are "upside down" having the labellum 
uppermost. a 

Next was an interesting section on uses of orchids. The tubes of 
Many were eaten by the aborigines,these included Cinnamon Bells which 
crow among bracken and, being leafless were once thought by early sett- 


lers to be the flowers of the bracken. Hyacinth Orchids and Beard Orchids 


Were also eaten by Aborigines and vanilla essence was made from the 
Seed pods of the Vanilla Orchid. 


Contd...pp 9 
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AUSTRALIA ORCHIDS. COMGG ee 


Then there were some of the many different types of Greenhood 
Orchids (Pterostylis meaning winged style) Nodding Greenhoods, Winter 
Greenhoods, Banded Greenhoods and Bearded Greenhoods to mention a fer. 


Another beautiful orchid family are the Caladenias or Spider 
Orchids, the botanical name meaning beautiful slands and referring to 
the brightly coloured projectile glands which appear on the labellun. 
Species shown included Pink Fingers, Daddy Long-legs and the Hair Orchid 
which flowers after fire and is believed to only flower profusely once 
every 7 years. Lizard Orchids (Burnettia) are not Caladenias , as thes 
have no glands on the labellum. This orchid is rare and grows in Melal- 
euca swamps. 


Other orchids shown were Helmet Orchids, Bird Orchids, Deadliorse ay} 
Orchids (Acianthus), Onion Orchids, Fringed Hare-orchids, Elbow Orchids : 
with the labellum attached by a long stem with an "elbow" in the middle 
and being free swinging.Tree Orchids - one species of which is found in 
the tiorwell National Park, Slipper Orchids, Duck Orchids and the Cliub 
emblem ,the Large Duck Orchid. 


Sterile soil conditions are need to grow orchids from seed. 
in the natural state, orchids normally multiply via their tuberous root 
cystems. 

The evening concluded with a vote of thanks and a round of applause - 
from the members present, this was followed by supper . 
Thanks must go once again to lir and lirs thompson for a very interestinz 
and enjoyable evening. iggy ; ; 

Jane Purbrick. 


SEUTHAR AT HT BAM BAT. 


The Baw Baw weekend was most enjoyable and successful. (a 
The Saturday was a glorious sunny day and we took groups walking out . 
over the plateau to Hustering Flat - such a magnificent big wide swampy 
plain, and the swamps full of all sorts of delichts - tiny flowering 
tricularia dichotoma.The Richea had finished bloomins, but many of the 
sedges were in bloom, the most beautiful of all being Carpha with those 
glorious plumose bristles, also Oreobolus. 


Coprosma pumila was in bloom, with its lovely long stamens. We didnt find © 
C.moorei, and Oxalis lactea wasnt in bloom. Wittstenia is so widespread 

up there, it had finished flowering , but the Fruits were still immature. 
The Leucopoegons had lovely ripe red fruitsthough. 


Aun ilorton. 
extract from a letter to ilIss Galoratti.. 


‘\ visited on two occasions during recent years. 


® . 
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HORT QUEGUSLAUD AUD THE GRGAT BARRIER ROEF. 


The President of the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists Club, lir JInm 
Wall, filled the vole of gueat speaker on 28th ilarch after presiding at 


the annual fleeting. 


Before showing slides of North Jueensland and the Great Barrier 
Reef, lip Wall spoke briefly about this area which he and his wife had 


The Great Barrier Reef is over 1200:iles(1931}lm) in length, exten- 
ding roughly from Brisbane to near New Guinea. Enclosing 8,000square 
miles(12,900 sq.km)of sea it is the largest coral reef region in the 
world, and it is the largest single structure known to be formed by ani:-: 
mals. 


The reef has many islands, a large number of which are available 

to tourists. The part of the reef which is exposed at low tide, with here 
and there channels and pools containing live coral, is known as the frin- 
sing reef. 

Starting from the south, the Whitsunday Passage islands are main 
type islands and all have fringing reefs. liagnetic Island on the doorstep 
of Townsville has all the. attractions of the Barrier Reef.HInchinbrook 
~Sland rises steeply from the sea, while further north is the popular 
resort, Dunk Island. Lizard Island, situated near Cooktown is the newes< 
nd most northern tourist. resort on the Barrier Reef.- « 


We were taken on a pictorial tour, beginning at Cooktown. 
Seenes in this area included Grassy Hill Lighthouse (where there was a 


the beach was so hard that the large bus made no impression on the sand), 


&@ kapok tree, and the road that follows across mountains from cooktown 


a z 

un emplacement during the last war), Black Mountain, Port Douglas(where | 
| 

to Cairns. | 
iy 


Via ifr Wall‘s camera we were given'a quick look round Cairns before 
being taken out to Green Island to view.the various types of coral, also” | 
a giant clam.’ Then inland throuch canefields to the Atherton Tableland 
ond the famous Kuranda Reidlvay Station with its flowers, hanging baskets 
and orchids. There were views of the constantly flowing j/illaa lidllac 
Palls and the Malanda Falls- the latter being notable for having the hich. 
Way running across the top of it. A glance at Lake Barrine, which was 


once a crater and is very deep, showed it bedecked with water lillies. 


e Travelling south from Cairns we visited in turn Dunk, Orpheus, 

Hinchinbrook and Magnetic islands with many views around this area, also | 
et Townsville. The fauna studies included a Blue-winged Kookaburra(vhich 

oes a i i c : beers 
S not laugh but croaks instead), an appealing Boobook Owl (which looked 


as though it was enjoying being photographed), and a 6ft(1.8km)long Green 
Tree Snake(not so appealing but apparently harmless). 


There were scenes of Shute Harbour, Hook Island (with its observet- 
ory and more coral taken through glass~-. with a fish's nose pressed up 
SSE ee the glass), tame Lorikeets being fed at South Molle, a mass of | 
enc tlels in the Whitsunday Passage, a Taiwanese junk, Stone Curlews. 
rOincettia, beetles, a Crucifix Orchid, a Green ant's nest... 


contd.....spp 4 
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ORTH QUEERISALAID AilD THE GREAT BARRIER REEF. contd... 


Among these interesting and varied slides was one of a Sausage 

e(Kigelkia pinata) native to South Africa. It was growing in the Cann~ 
nvale -- Proserpine area. The so called"sausages " on the tree were from 

60 cm long and approx.50 mm in diameter. One of these trees originally 
vew in a local schoolyard but the children found the sausages. an ideal 
size to use as truncheons in play. The school ground showed signs of dev- 
eloping into a minature Flodden Field, so the Sausage Tree was removed 
forthwith! 


ite Wall cleverly captured the manner in which sunlight reflects 
on the flowering tops of the sugar cane. The flowering cane appears to 
-be tipped with silver and the combined effect is that of a sheet of -sil- 
ver covering the whole cane--field. a & 


liore variety- a starfish 15 cm across, touch as leather and alive. 
Eungella Dam, sugar at the terminal at ilackay, a Bubble Crab, congiomer- 
aterock. at Hillsbrough, Brolgas, and Australian Shining Starlings and 
their nesting tree. The latter slide was a particularly interesting one, 
for the shining Starlings'nesting colonies are a remarkable sight. 
These birds choose a particular isolated tall rain-forest tree, or one 
that is isolates in a clearing, and fill the branches of this single 
tree with masses of hanging nests. : 


These were but a few of the many slides shown by tir Wall, leaving ~-: 


us all with an urge to be off to sunny Queensland to enjoy in reality 
the delights of the Great Barrier Reef. 


June Lubcke. 


FLOWERS OF UT HOTHAI. , 


The road to Mt Hotham showed us- as well as memorable views of the 
Buffalo Range and distant Feathertop and Bogong several plants charact-: 
eristix of the high country. There was the curtain of Mountain Leafless 
Bossiaea (B.bracteosa) with cactus-like flattened stems. 


On our way to the camp on the first day most of us noticed great 
stretches of white and gold everlastings on either side of the road. 
They were there also on our 1969 visit. As they were some miles from our 
destination we did not stop, but on the return journey some of us at 
least stopped to investigate. They were fenced, presumably protected 
from grazing , and no garden could be more full of colour. They were. 
chiefly everlastings(Helichrysum) and the closely related sunrays (iclip- 
terum) with big fringed Showy Podelepis (P. aceoides)and clustered 
P.robusta~,deep orange Billybuttons (Craspedia unifolia)and a scattering 
of bluebells. There were other flowers bUt those are the ones I remembcn. 
The sunrays were the Chamomile sunray (H.anthemoides) and the Everlast- 
ings were the handsome Orange Everlasting (H.acuminatum) never found away 
from the mountains. They made a picture I have remembered for eleven 
yéars, and while many flowers of the past have disappeared these were 
more abundant even on our first visit. 


bd 
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FPLOVERS OF i!% HOTHAL!. contd.-.. 
The slope near iit Blowhard, which was then beautiful with the 
deep mauve flowers of Leafy Daisy (Prachycome ‘picidula) covering little 
15~20 cm bushes, is now a supply dump for road works, but if there were 
no daisies there they were abundant near jit othan. The uncommon Alpine 
Vattle (Acacia alpina) with dark broadly oblique foliace is still abund- 
ant on poadsides near iit Tlowhard, covering banks with its low spreading 
bushes. At iit Hotham, bacly’ eroded as it still is, there are signs of 
improvement since grazing has been excluded. the most obvious of these 
was the tall creamy and off-white plumes of snow aciphyll (Aciphylila 
glacialis) above its short tufts of palm-like leaves. There were many 
other flowers, though everywhere there were eroded patches of bare pebbly 
ground amongst the herbs and dwarf shrubs. Silver patches of Ewartia 
(E.nubigena) still spread widely on the windy summit, but on that very 
windy day a few of us went up to see them. The valley on the north side 
of the road with its Leafy Daisies in full bloom and dwarfed patches of 
Alpine Everlasting (Helichrysum alpinum) with clusters of tiny flowers 
like pink and white coral, was more tempting. Bogons Daisy~bush (Oléaria 
frostii) grew there also ~-low bushes with broad srey~velvety leaves and 
big 2em or more pale mauve or pink or white daisies on erect stalks. 

.. tie and Mrs Brooks who went right down into the valley described 
patches of white daisies which sounded to me like silky Daisies (Celmisia 
‘sericophylla). If the photographs they took prove this to be so it will 

€ an exciting result of our visit, for C.sericophylla has never before 
been seen except in the Bogong area. 


Jean Galbratth. 


Lil A fOMil GARDE. 


_  Birdoes will be interested to know of my good fortune in having 
a juvenile whipbird in our garden. We live close to a good-area of 
bushland adjacent to the edge of what is left of Yallourn township. 
The young fellow does not recognise any barriers and takes little 
notice of my movements around the garden. Other exciting visitors to 
the garden are the Eastern Shrike-tit and a rufous Fantail, that part- 
icular beauty was no doubt just passing through, stayed 2 days. 
I have listed 42 species sighted and others heard, over the Summer-~ 
Autumn period. Many of these have reared young here. , 


forma Sntth. 


VATURE jOTRS. 


Lake Tyers has had a variety of waders this past sprtng: One eaat- 
ern Curlew, two Little Whimnbrels, Knots, one Grey Plover, a number of 
Sharp-tatled Sandptpers, a few Rar-tailed godwits, and probably ten ov 
So Buff-breasted sandptpers. ilot there all at once though. 


A couple of potoroos are still coming. about 7pm, and occaston- 
ally ZT see one in the early morning. A vallaby, a potoroo and a bush 
vat were all in view at once a few evenings ago. 
ss - .deJOnnston 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE UEETIUG HELD TUESDAY APRIL 15th 1980 . 


Correspondence from National Parks and Wildlife Service (Tas) 
pe the Orange Bellied Parrot. The Winter survey this year will be on 
July 26th and 27th. We will take part in the search for them again. 
Dlue “Winged Parrot sightings will also be welcome. 

Barry Traill has details of this survey. 


WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY. JUNE 5th 


Decided that we would do something on June 7th. 

Secretary to contact Woorabinda School Camp re possibility of a display 
there. There is an Environment Centre there which would serve our purn- 
oses. Since the meeting arrangements have been made for the display and 

a walk through. the nature trail. So keep Saturday June 7th free and 

think of the environment in 1980. ~ oF 


BUS TRIP to the Melbourne ZOO ‘July26th. 


The bus holds 45 people. Cost $8.00 adults Children 10 years and unde 

$4.00. The entrance fee to the $00 is $2.80 adults , children (4-14) 

$1.20. Please give names to the Secretary if you wish to go on the trip. 
Mrs thompson read the letter she had written to the E.P.A. re the 

Traralgon Creek. 

ilps Thompson. is busy compiling the /South Gippsland submission for the 

hee. Cs Sand exchanging information with other clubs and members. 


F.N.C.V. CENTENARY. The Club was represented at the Centenary Meeting 
held on tiay Sth in lelbourne. ; 

& Telegram of congratulation was also sent to the Club. 

I wonder if-our Club will reach 100. 


Avrangements for meeting and excursion confirmed by lir Morrison. 


Supper Roster Hay 23rd. ities Branson Jane purbrick. 


The next Committee Meeting will be held at the home of lirs Crane @ 
Liddiard Road Traraigon on Tuesday liay 20th at 7.30 pm. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS are now due and are payable to the Assistant 


Treasurer 19 Hazelwood Crescent Yallourn.3836. 
The rates are : Naturalist Only _— ..$%.50 
Family 9 ~ $5.50 A Rea: 
Single Member ~~ $5.00 . 


The last issue of the Naturalist showed incorrect amounts for subser~ 
AERO This was because some old back covers were used until a new 
rencil was made for this issue. Apologies to. any members for wrong 

information -» This issue has correct information. 


The Naturalist will not be sent after June if you are unfinancial. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Details of contrtbuting elubs are as follous: 


CLUS HOW SECRETARY: MEETIIGS: 
Latrobe Valley F.U.C. lips I.Peterson 7.50pm on 4th Friday 
—_---—--—_——— 14 Barry Street, each nonthn, at 
Morwell 5840 Reatonal Edueatton Buil- 
‘pone 842129 ding, Kirk Street _HOr . 
c TL fe ‘ ° 
Sate F.i.C. ies J. Gooch 8.00pin on 1st Frtday 


Putnam R.S.D. 
SALE 5850 
; "phone 443441 


each month, Room 338 
Continuing Educatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


Traralgon F.i.C. lir J.Stott 8.00 pin on Ist Friday 
4& Gilmour Street each month, at L.V. 
PRARALGOW 3844 fducational Service 
Buitldong, Traralgon 

(Kosetusko St Sehoot) 


Varragul F.i.C. iir J.Brooks 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
38 obel Street each month. Public 
Warragul 8820 Ltbrary. WARRAGUL. 


‘phone 2381563 
: Batrusdale F.i.C. 
a 3 eae a liv, E,V. Barton 


\ a 13 Turnbull Street 
. BAIRIISDALE 3875 
‘phone 623792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due Haren Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer 
© setstant fips 1. Smith 
M) . 19 Hazetuood Crescent 
YALLOURII 6858 
Haturalitst $4.80 Family $5.50 Single members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST ts the official publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field ilaturalist Club. 
Contrtbuttons on any aspect of ilatural History are invited fron 
: UEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Edttor lirs L.Padfteld 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Hewboroug? 3825 
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VARRAGUL F.H.C. he oe et. 
MEETING: Frtday June 20th 


SPEAKER: . a . live Jeff Unie 
“Sotl Conservation Sete in 


Gtppstland”. 
lip Uvie ewes to oper on the Authorities poltetes wtth fedene 
to the Thomson Dam and Alpine areas. 
Questtons pertaining to the subject will be velcome. 


EXCULSION: oe ‘Sunday June 22nd. 
: eter meh Contact ; Secretary for Fercaie. 


LATROBE VALLEY F. i. Cae aR ee 
MEETING: Sage Friday June 27th 


SPEAKER: Foe = 4 Miss P.Pittavay 
Seer Cinnamon Fungi — 
BECURSION: — Ee Saturday June 28th to the Huttundung 
eae iy ees ocd 
MERETHIG PLAGE: Rep age eee Goxmandate at 10. 90 Gigs 


| “DRARALCO Bal wee Ras SS 
SE 
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GOLTUG HOU FROM THE PROM. 


The road home via Fish Creek is rather pretty where it rises oven 
the shoulder of the Hoddle Range. It was only about 4pm and the sunshine | 
nad returned on this very changeable day. Some weeks previously the Brook; | 
and I had stopped on the rise for a cup of tea just above a very inviting |! 
fern gully in a patch of timber on private property. Many times I have F 
passed it and made a mental note to examine it some day. I now had the 
time. Why not? It was only a minute's work to grab my stick and lock up 
the car. F 


On one side of the gully the bush is long cleared but a good stand | 
of timber shelters the steep western slopes. I soon saw-that once upon.a ) 
time this had been a magnificent rainforest dell. Overhead:the light had 
filtered through a closed canopy of tall treeferns, some more than 20 ft 
(6i.) hich. The scented Paperbarks rose high above the ferns with Austral | 
itulberry and Christmas Bush as an understory. Against the light I saw for 
the first time what. Dr Willis meant when he once likened the mottled tru- . 
nks of the hazels to the legs of a herd of zebra. There were ferns salore' 
Setswing and Rainbow Fern, Hard and SoftWater-ferns, Mother Shield and 
the shield Hare's Foot, all the usual terrestrial ferns of a grand fern- 
ery were there, but is was a ruined paradise, for cattle had: been fisht~ | 
ing to get at the water in the springs and bogs. Everything was battered 
md chewed and trampled to mud, fouled thoroughly by the stock. 
Sceasionally I came upon the trunk of a noble Messmate and had to crane 
"x neck to see the spreading canopy, but they were mere striplings comp- 


ered to the moss-grown logs on the ground... 

It was a real heartache to see such wanton destruction yet I was 
ciad that I had gone in to see what was there.Fieldia, of the soft green | 
bells, clung to the tops of the tree-ferns, but all mowed off to cow 
neignt. Cattle love to rub their itchy necks on the fern trunks, narrow- | 
Lng them in a sort of hour glass shape and.rubbing off all epiphytic 
rerns in the process. They eventuatly destroy them this way." /. 

Searching in the sheltered recesses that remained I felt that here 
conditions had been suitable for the forkfern tribe and one never knows 
one's luck! sure enough, I suddenly came upon a small colony of the 
Small Forkfern,Tmesipteris parviflora, a real thrill in such a place, 
each heavy with spores as the frond dangled from the furry brown trunk | 
of its host treefern. I fear they will not survive there much longer. it 

Tt is sad to think such lovely places are not valued and given 
some protection from cattle. This gully would recover quickly judgins by 
the hordes of tiny treeferns sheltering under logs and other obstruct- 
ions.The forkferns too would come back.With their little bits of shelt- 
ering bushland such gullies will disappear’ from our countryside unless 
they have the luck to be sold to.some conservation-conscious hobby farmer 
who will take a pride in them. This one was unusual in that it was free 
of blackberries and lesser weeds, I was sorry that everyone had gone | 
homevard without sharing this little adventure with me. i 


ELLEN LYiDOi. 


ee EL CA LS 
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EXCURSIOI TO VailUuS BAY 29/3/80 


VE met our leaders, Mr and iirs Lyndon, at Meeniyan, a gatherinc 
of $9 cars and about 25 people, for our excursion into the Venus Day aree. 
First stop was at the home of Mr and irs Clark, members of the South 
Gippsland .Conservation Society, who live at the Tarwin Lower turn, at 
farwin. I would describe their garden as two acres of common sense gard- 
ening. The beds have been prepared without any digeing and the soil is 


in excellent condition as a result of what is called permaculture gard- * 
ening. 


Pirstly, a thick layer of newspaner or cardboard is laid down over - 
the grass. Sacking can be used, old bags, carpet, underfelt, anything 
to smother the weeds. On this layer is spread fowl manure, seaweed, 
compost, kitchen waste such as fruit and vegetable peelings, and lastly 
clean wheat straw. This mulch encouragses the earthworms and rots down al 
into a rich compost. We saw a small peach tree about a metre high thet 
had produced a dozen fruit and a fig tree of the sane size with an equal 
amount of fruit.All vegetables and flowers looked lush and healthy. : 
One disadvantage noted was that the mice find the straw a zood hideaway 
enc we saw a.well stocked"mouse pantry" of strawberries! 


‘Most of the block has been planted with trees and shrubs, many of thei 
native, and it promises to become a naturalists paradise. Mr and lirs 
Clark like people to drive in and see what thev are doing. 


« 


3 Next stop was the top level of the sandpits at Middle Tarwin, 

reached by a fairly good aand road.Here(between the showers) was a superb 
view over the coastal plains as far as the Eoddle Range and the lMountains 
of Wilsons Promontory, as well as the nearer hills and the sea. Parts of 
the quarry aeve being rehabilitated by the shire, and Fairy Martins build 
their bottle nests in the cliff overhangs. Back at the mein road we walked 
a little way into the heathlands on a 72 acre block controlled by the 

Lands Department. who have recently enclosed the area against rubbish 
dumpers and bikes. The old sandpits are being dredged to make a series ¥)] 
of dams suitable for water birds. “Me savy Bog gum, Prickly and Silky Tea- | 
tree, Scented Paperbark, Banksia and Cherry Eallart, the Geebung and 

Swamp Goodenia in bright yellow flower. The area is a good example of - 
the wet heathland flora that once covered these plains, rich in orchids 

in. the spring. r 

I was interested to learn that the tea-tree is so called due to 

the fact that Captain Cook, when he reached Australia after the long voy~ 
age, made a tea from the Leptospermums as a remedy for the scurvy his 

erew suffered due to lack of sreen vegetables. The spelling sometimes 
used, ti-tree, is said to be the jiaori name for the New Zealand Cordylines ; 


° 


The weather being far from the standard we are inclined to expect 
<s the norm for our outings we headed for the sheltered little park in 
Lower Tarwin.township for lunch, but even then most of us ate lunch in the 
cars, by which time the weather had relented. Me then drove round the 
iver road to Venus Bay, noting a flock of white~faced Herons flying into 


the wind , and later, some Cattle Egrets. 
4 ’ contd. eo 8 


‘ 


-In the sand dunes we saw an attractive golden bu 


15 
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EBXCURSIOI TO VENUS PAY contd... 


At No 4 beach in the second village a magnificently angry sea suddenly 
burst into view and most of us rushed down to the beach ! 3 
For the botanists(Adriana klotzschii)the Coast Bitter Bush was new amons 
many typically coastal shrubs. This plant has large leaves white under- 
neath due to the many hairs, the bitterness may refer to the fruits as 


the leaves are not bitter. This whole family is endemic to Australia. 


The Coast Everlasting (Helichrysum paralium) was a tall bush with small 


a eeneeeeeeenennee=erenmemeeeed ete ° Cra 
leaves and clustered flowers.There was Tea-tree and Cushion Bush: with 
its showy silver foliage. A little purple daisy amongst its many narrov 
leaves on the lower bushes was the Sticky Daisy-bush(Olearia slutinosa) 

~ ~ S > 


It is easy to see where the glutinosa of the species name comes from, for 


i= you push the leaves together they are quite sticky. 


Coastal. growth has to be tenacious to survive in such rough conditions 
but its windswept beauty is attractive.A short stop was made at Fisher- 
man's Jetty on the Inlet side of Point smythe to liik at the water grass, 
Spartina, which was introduced from europe to dry. up the mud. It is succ- 
eeding so well that large tracts of mud and mangroves are being over run 
by the grass. The White Mangrove, (Avicennia marina), is a small bushy 
tree which seeds prolifically on the tidal mudflats, the only Victorian 
Species. Native Statice was noted here also. 


Parked at the gate into Pt Smythe Reserve we were then led through 
coastal bushland tyll a gate marked PRIVATE barred our progress. 


Long ago a subdivision was surveyed here and a few blocks sold for hol -- 
iday houmes. Here the birdoes walked throuch Coast Fescue tussocks , 


oblivious of possible snakes, hoping to flush the little bird with the 


long name, the Golden-headed fantail warbler or Cisticola, or perhaps, 
tho knows, a Ground Parrot. Plant hunters found the Grass Daisy, and 
liayrsh Daisy, also the Creeping lionkey~flower (ilimulus repens) a little 
plant with the typically blue monkey flower. ~ 


sh with a strong perfure, 
ys spectabilis)which grows where 


: ; s Brewster said that when the plant is 
urnt it has a strong incense perfume. 


this was the Showy Cassinea (Apalochiam 
the sand surface is disturbed. Mp 


Birdoes had a lean day if bird numbers were thé criteria but I 


believe they + vell satisfied’ wi ; h 
7 mea ssaeetees we Atistied’ with a good day of fun and fello 


€kcursions, 


e os an wship. 
ave the very young members of our club with us on our 


ina) Bertone breaking up for home, President Jin expressed our thanks 
On and Ellen, who as usual, had shown us many items of: interest 
and we were all pleased to endorse his remarks. ae 


Torna Smith. 


Botanteal notes in this article were supplied by Bon Thompson. 


A ee nee 
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EXCURSIOMW TO WEVRY. 


Saturday April 19th several car loads of Gield Nat's met at the 
“Oasis® at Toongabbie, en route for a private water bird sanctuary on a 
property belonging to lir R.Brumby. 


Light drizzle was falling as we set off in the direction of Hey-- 
field, and Upper iiaffra. The sky was soon filled with heavy low clouds 
and no doubt farmers were hoping they would shed some of their watery 
content.Proceeding some distance , we turned in the direction of Newry 
and a little further along we turned into the property of iim Brumby. 


Among the birds seen along the road were White Ibis, Sulphur- : 


crested cockatoo, Dusky Moor-hen, Straw-necked Ibis, Piseons and rather 
a large flock of mudlarks. 


Me Brumby‘s property contains a large natural swamp area, ideal 
for waterfowl. Being generally interested in bird life lir Brumby realised 
shee here was an opportunity to study waterfowl , and from this idea grew 
a desire to try and build up species that are being shot out, and at the 
same time endeavour to increase a number of rarer ducks that are in danger 
.of extinction. 


The average number of water birds on the Beoperiy at any one time 
is approximately 150. Some of the swamp is enclosed with wire netting to 
protect the birds from marauders, to keep track of species as they acclim- 

atize to the surroundings and to enable closer scrutiny of their natural 
habits. The rest of the swamp is provided with plenty of natural material* 
for nesting and shelter, and there is also a good supply of special nest- 
ing boxes supplied by the Field and Game Department. 


Birds are fed each day with pellets, rice and wheat. The birds are 
practically disease free, worms being the main problem to watch for. 
As.a precaution all birds are fed three times a year with NIL VERM WHEAT. 


Life expectancy varies with species, some ~ Canada Geese- usually 
live 60 uears and mate for life. liountain Duck 25 years, General duck 3) 
species have a life expectancy of 2 or 3 years. : 


Some species are very agressive, particularly Black Swans and White lute 
Swans. 


Mr Brumby works closely with the Department of Fisheries and Wild- | 
life in his endeavour to breed rare species and so far has had a reason-: 
able amount of success. 


Birds observed on the anopenteks Canada Geese and Burdekin Duck 
for which permission was granted, have bred well in captivity, also the 
jlountain Duck, Grass Whistling duck or as it is sometimes known ~the Whis- 
tling Tree Duck have also bred well. 


The Pink-eared Duck, which posesses special filters to feed on insects 
or algae, do not breed freely in captivity, as it is difficult to get 
suitable conditions for them. they ‘seem to follow dried up aaalehy: areas. 


Chestnut Teal breed readily and the Field and Game Dept. have put 
breeding boxes all through Victoria for them. 


contd..pp 5 
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a 
BXCURSION TO iEWRY. contd... 


‘hite pigmy geese live in tropical lagoons in the Rockhanpton area and 
are especially rare and hard to acclimatize. Permit was also obtained 
for them and they are now breeding successfully. The egg is very small 
Caboutbantam size) and is a pearly white. 


itp Brumby has found that the easy way to rear waterfowl is with 
the use of bantams, he leaves baby ceese with the bantans until they are 
' three weeks old, feeding thei on Eaby Rice and Hicsh Protein Baby cereal. 
At present there are 6 or 7 pairs of geese. 


4 Flock pigeons from the Barkly Tablelands breed well and so do whe 
baldy or white-eared pigeons. there were none of these at the time of 
our visit. Cape Barren Geese breed freely in captivity, liagpie Geese once 
“common on the Sale Swamps have nearly been shot out and they are being 
bred for release in Victoria. 


The Blue-winged Shoveller, no longer a carrion bird breeds well. 
Other species seen were Indian Ruddy Shelduck, Egyptian Gander, White~ 
eyed Duck, Green Teal, Grey Teal, Wood duck; dusky Moorhen and Black Swans. 
White Swans which are an introduced species have mostly died out. 


The Mandarin ducks which are the beautiful chinese ducks, with their 
“lovely orange toned feathers are very hard to breed in captivity. 


Some ducks nest high up in the trees and quite a few nest boxes had 
~clevated positions. It seems that when the parents think the babies are 
ready to leave the nest, they push them out. The baby ducks rarely suffer 
any damage as a result of the fall ~ following the parents call, they 
waddle to the water and instantly take to the water like ducks! 

There were also white and blue peagocks to be seen on the property. 


Two interesting points Mr Brumby mentioned were in regard to the 
N.Z.Duecks. The Brown Teal which is closely related to the Australian 
Chestnut Teal has been taken over by New Zealand Ducks Unlimited to save 

‘it from extinction. They are also trying to save the N.Z.Blue Duck (the 
raresr in the world) whose habitat is in the high mountains, habitat which 
has been spoilt by streams being used for Hydro Electricity. 

.the N.Z.Scarf Duck is.also a rare species in collections. 


Rain had stopped as we left the property for our next stopping 
Place which was Glenmaggie Weir. ln Brumby took us to view.the collection 
“of finches and parrots owned by the Weir Caretaker lir Ron Cameron. 
In a delightful setting we saw Diamond Firetails, Zebre Finch, Peaceful 
Dove, Peach~face Parrots, Turquoise Parrots, Quail, Diamond dove ,while 
in the surrounding trees were seen Red-rump Parrots which had been rele- 
ased from the aviary because of over production. 


Another point mentioned was that the Orange-beliied Parrot was seen last 
August at Golden Beach feeding on Pigface. 

sunch was enjoyed under the trees, members were wandering at leisure. 

ALL were dismayed at the apparent dack of care of the Herbarium and alapr-. 
med to see the water so low at the weir, but even this has its advantases. 
@S it provided an opportunity for long overdue maintainance work on the _ 
lower sections of the wall. 


Pearl Reeves. 
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REPORT OF COiilmiITTEE UEETIBG HELD iiay 20th 1980 


Publications received. 
Victorian Naturalist Northern Territory Naturalist 


S.G.A.P.liaroondah Group Newsletter. 
Details of June excursion finalised with liiss Pittaway. Mullundung 
Forest to be the venue. 


DUS TRIP TO ZOO. 
As there were few names on the list and no further names were forthcominc - 
at the General lieeting it was decided to cancell the bus as the Club 
would be in financial difficulties if it went ahead with the trip. 
Our apologies to the people interested in the trip. 


Telephone List has been inade up by Mr Wall . We should all be 
given a copy soon. 
; ae 
WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY. en.) | 


Discussion as to what we would be arranging at the display to be at 
“oorabinda School Camp at Yallourn. Volunteers to arrive early and help 
were needed. T.V.coverage would be organised also advertisement in the 
pepers, Letters to local schools would be sent out. 


ORANGE BELLIED PARROT SURVEY. 
Decided that as we would not be having the bus trip that we would. take 
part in the survey on Saturday July 26th. 
Some members will make independant observations for the elusive bird. 
in 1979 a total of 90 wintering birds were found. In 1980 it is hoped to 
estimate the wintering population by finding all places where the birds 
occur. These places must have some protection, so full details of the 
areas and their surroundings should be noted. 


> 


Supper Roster JUne. 27th ~ tirs LUbcke lirs Thompson 


The next Committee meeting will be held at the home of ir and lins Lubcke 

122a Helen Street liorwell . at 7.30 pm. Any interested members are wel- 

come at these meetings. ; ; ay 
Aart BY 


BIRD NOTES. liay Galbraith from . letter 


We had a happy eivie days camping beside the creek. We listed 55 
species of birds for the four days. One day we walked several miles and 
had a good view of Blue-~ ~winged Parrots and Rainbow Birds. They were cir- - 
cling overhead all the time we were eating lunch. 

It is real parrot country, there were big flocks of Eastern Rosellas and 
Red-pumped Parrots > and small flocks of Turquoise and Blue-winged 
Parrots flew in to drink at the dam each evening. Then they settled in ¢ 
dead wattlefor a while before soing to roost in the thick leafy Red 5o:: 
trees. We could tell the two rarer kinds by their notes and their small 
ness, but they fly so swiftly that it is very hard to see their coléurs 
on the wing. 


We have seen the Chestnut -tailed Ground Wren(now called Chestnut 
tailed Heath-wren)several times, always in the same place. We can go there 
in the early spring and watch and listen. The books say they are most 
active then and they sing a beautiful song which sometimes lasts for half 
an hour! They are very quiet and secretive at other times of year. 


LATROBE VALLEY #ATURALIST 


Details of contrtbuting clubs are as follous: 
CLUL HOI] SECRETARY: MEET IUGS 3 
Latrobe Valley F.U.C. iirs I.Peterson 7.30pn on 4th Friday 
Suen 14 Barry Street, each month, at 
Morveltt 5840 Reatonal Edueatton Buitl~ 


“phone 842129 dtig, Kirk Street_Uor . 


lirns J,Gooch 


Sate F.i.C. 


Traralgon F.i.C. 


Fulham R,.S.D. 
SALE 6850 
"phone 443441 


lir J.Stott 
48 Gitmour Street 
3844 


8.00pii on Ist Frtday 
each month, Room 13 
Continuing Edueatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Educattonal Servite 


TRARALGOW 
Butldong, Traralgon 
(Kosetusko St School) 
8.00pm on 3rd Frtdaz; 
each month. Publte 
Library. WARRAGUL. 


lir J.Brooks 

8 Hobet Street 
Varvragul 3820 
’phone 281563 


Varvragul F.i.C. 


Patrusdale F.i.C. 
liv. #.V,. Barton 
13 Turnbull Street 


BAIRHUSDALE 3876 
‘phone 623792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due Mareh Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer 
Assistant iivs IT. Smith 
19 Hazeluood Crescent 
YALLOURIY 6858 
Haturalist $4.80 Faomely $5.50 Stugle members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY IiATURALIS® ts the offtetal publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Fteld ilaturalist Club. 

Contrtbuttons on any aspect of ilatural Iltstory are invtted from 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Edttor . lirs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Road 
Newborougit 3825 
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 COUTHG EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.i.C. 
HEETIUG: Friday 18th July 
ily and irs H.Osborne 
Illustrated tatk."London vita the Trans-Stbertan * 
EXCURSION Sunday 20th July 
Arrangements made at meeting. 


I 


LATROBE VALLEY fee i : 
HEETIIUG: : Friday July 25th 


_ SPEAKER: irs Ketr , Illustrated talk 
12 days through the Himalayas. 
EXCURSION: ‘Saturday July 26th. : 
= 7 Looking for Orange-bellied Parrot. 
_MEETTHG PLACE: Longford Hall at 10.00 an 


Leader wtll be Barry Traill. 


TRARALGOH Poi. oe 
TERE TGs: 


Gaede tes Ist 
ir Tan Gibson. - . 

: "Changes tn Latrobe Wad ey, Envtronmer 3+ 
PXCURS ION ge pas sedi arr July 27th to Corner Inlet 
gir ee : oa Looking for Orange~bellted Parrot. 
QE: Secretary Hes details. 


ay 
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BEAUTY ‘Tit WATURE.. 


Lae ‘the Tsp = N. Cc. meeting on May 23rd well knotwn naturalist and 
- Sanlenedé traveller Alan Morrison presented a talk illustrated with 
colour slides. The title of the talk was “Beauty in Nature" and. it was 
© oon obvious that Alan. had spent ‘a considerable time on his preparation 
because his commentary was SO veld suited to the order | ain which we: sav 
the slides. ; 


In his: opening remarks Alans experience as a bus sh painatines natural-_ 
‘st was confirmed when he gave us a ‘good tip concerning the carrying of 
a hand lens to enable us to appreciate the detail of natures. beauty and 
the fact ‘that he usually arrives in camp after eyeryone else and. ag) sure 


to find'a°fire alight and the dally. DIOS 


Ayers Rock in its cleedens morning glow was a: espeataculay’ ‘start 
to the parade of colour-amd-beauty-of form which Followed. The Olgas and 
WO sarrounding country is ideal for photography and Alan took full advantarce 
of his visit there. We saw the "Eighty MIle.Bore", so called because of 
ts distance from Cooper Pedy, and that it was once the Means by which the 
i received its water supply... On this particular occasion heavy rain 
<- fallen. and inevitably ‘the surrounding countryside bursts into glorious 
“fe. Among the many varieties of plants growing there we saw Caladenia, 
ereeping form of Stindew, various fungi whose colours are amazingly brill- 
‘ent. We.travelled from the North. to. the upper reaches of the Big River. 
=pe grows the evil smelling fungi which attracts: Blow Flies’ as well as 
. Saturalists. The range of colour form in the various. fungi was: well ‘disp- 
tayed by. some excellent photography. ae 


‘Lasiopetalum dasyphyllum(Shrubby Velvet ~bush) 5. widespread and gro- 
aing..in Gippsland was a contrast with the*beauty of its flowers exposed by 
o2gnification with the camera. Grevilleas,_ Verticordias, including. 

-grandis ‘the brightest of them all, various banksias, tinsel lilies and 
‘opchids: Banksia coccinea with its beautiful. ved eons ali these and More 
‘azzled the screen with their brilliance. , 


ties An interesting plant related to the tomato and potato, Anthocercic 
Wiss s seen and a close "up revealed the beauty ef this ray flower. 


nd 


he “pemarkable colours of the various moths, beetles; ‘bugs and 


Epiceve! was a revelation th those of us who were seeing then, for. the firs: 
time... 


ce 


“Another interesting item was a tree saa had a ‘bese FOS 
| cork. Tt! was in fact an. example of a tree which. had been attacked by a 
. est or disease: . A similar tree can be seen on. the Nature Walk in the 
| Lakes. National Park at’ Loch. Sport, and the pemphlet available aut the park 
et ters. this explanation forthe unusual bapk. 


| | _ The fairy lanterns of the’ Nodding ‘Salisbusn(Rhaganal nutans) Wenoe aes 
ila seco displayed in the magic lens of Alan's }iinolta and gave us some idea \. 


€ what “it is like to have an ants eye view of. URE 


contd. . “pp 2 
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| BEAUTY IN MATURE, _ contd... 


_No study od nature would be complete without the inclusion of some 
reptiles and we saw a Gecko and an Eastern Dragon all puffed up to bluff 
his way out of trouble. The Gecko also has an interesting defence mechan- 
ism. It pretends to be dead when it is in danger , and on close examinat- 
ion does a very good impersonation, but when released it soo springs into 
life again. This is thought to occur because the Geckoes predators do not 
usually take dead animals and nobody knows it better than the delightful 
little gecko. At 


oR) 


All too soon the talk came to a close but we were left with memor-: 
ies of a most entertaining and informative glimpse of “Beauty in Nature”. 


JOHH BROMWiI.. 


VHITE-HAPED AilD BROVWH-READED. 


For years now White~naped Honeyeaters have fed on nectar (raw sugar 

sc water) at my window, coming in ones and twos and dozens as the famil-~ 

“oc increased. Now there are often a dozen at a time ~ perhaps more but 

<* hard to count them, especially when mixed with other species. 

“cung Birds are brought to the window by their parents and as they seem. te 
veeed for most of the year, they come in assorted sizes and colours. 


La (a 
cv 
ro 
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At first I thought the young birds were Brown~headed Honeyeaters. 
Their heads were brown while the mature birds have black heads, and green 
backs with a white crescent on the nape of the neck,a red - or orange-red 
eyebrow; and they are dazzling white underneath. : ”)) 
Not only are the young birds brown-headed, but they have no red eyebrows; ~~ 
the mark on the nape is buff and their backs are brown, not green, while 
breast and abdomen are white certainly, but a rather drab, not dazzling 


eS ar soon learned that my little brown and white birds were not Brown 
headed Honeyeaters, for they came day after day and I could see the col- 

ours changing, the white nape and red eyebrow -- the green back and black 

head gradually appeared and breasts became white, as w-ite as their pare- 
nts, so I crossed Brown~headed off my list of garden birds. 


It was not until February 1980 that I put it back again, as I rea-~- 
y have a pair of Brown-headed Honeyeaters now. They come every day to 
e bird table and feed with the White-naped species so I have many oppor~ 
nities to note the differences. They are bigger than the young White- 
pes, in fact, with buff breasts instead of white, very faint crescents 
1 the nape, and each eye surrounded by a smooth circle- or almost comp- 
ete circle of pale grey. It gives them a surprised expression which at 
ence distinguishes them from White-napes of any age. So does the buff 
ecco I'll never mistake juvenile White-naped for mature Brown-headed 
Joneyeaters ~ or vice versa ~ again. 
| Jean Galbraith. 
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FIELD TAR URALISTS CLUS CLUB OF. oF vreronra rile nat ia. BUARY 


It was with supressed ex :citement chat we journeved LO mache e Stace 
Film Cantre, for the Centenary meeting of the Victorian Field Naturalists | 
Club. The atmosphere was relaxed and quite informal es we all awaited the 
arrival and welcome of Sir Tlenry Winneke the Governor of Victoria and’ t 
patron of Bellow club. In his .opening remarks Sir Henry stated this was | 
an Historie occasion in contrast From the first meeting when 30 people 
met and decided to form a club, which now has a members hip of over 1,000. 
he congratulated “the club on being a leader in conservation of. certain 
areas: for. ‘the benefit of flora and fauna. 


ry. Mp Stan Colliver who was President in 1946 was introduced, ‘and in 
LES, Feceteetions he stated that when he joined the F.N.C.V., oieehin 3 
onths he had been made secretary.Many older members were mentioned but 
che outstanding one was Charles French. Mr Colliver mentinned the wond- 
‘ful excursions that were made, a bus trip to Werribee Gofse cost 3/6 
ee head.iMarine Biology, Zoology and. question and answer programmes were 
ae of the activities at this time, also guegt speakers came alongs. 


so there were not many reference books available, all. knowledze gained 
ci the field was shared among inembers. Numerous anecdotes were quoted t 
*.too many to recount. 


The present President Dr Brian Smith then tnGrodlnese aie vanean 
ccaker for the evening Dr J.E.Willis, a-man of considerable botanical 
“nificence, and a person who has made many contributions to natural 
clence and is also a gifted speaker. The title of the address. was 

Aniutine a Century of “Achieverrent by the Field Waturalists Club of 
a Gaels De Willis commenced his narrative by stating that this is «4 
very important occasion when we think of a ‘small group of enthusiastic~ 

ally minded neople of a 100 years ago and the impact they had on the 
eran and scientific life of the community. The Field Naturalists of 
the future will have a job in guarding nature for the world. yet to ‘come, j| 
which will require constant vigil to preserve the wildlife and ita habita’ 
Petronage was first conferred on the club by Sir Dallas Brooks, and the | 
; 


first Natural History iiedallion presented to Mrs Edith Coleman. 
During the 1870's Charles French, a propagator at the Botanic Gardens 
lived in a cottage on the anderson Street side of the gardens, where | 
naturalists gathered before the F.N.C.was formed. Later Charles became 
assistant to Baron Von Mueller, until made Government Entomologist(the | 
first), and his son Charles junior succeeded him as assistant. | 
Apising from these discussions in his home the idea of a club was formed. | 
The Club started officially in 1880, the subscriptions were 10/- a year. j 
By 1890 it had become very prestigious to belong to the F.N.C.V: ! 
leetings were held at various places until 1955 then ‘the Herbarium became) 
thé official meeting place. a MAE 
Outings play an important role in the F.W ace activities. and in the 

eerlydays excursions were great adventures and made to places such as 
Sakleigh, Yarra River, You Yangs and ‘Lilydale. A special outing in 1885 


ee to’ the Lal Lal falls near Ballarat and buggies were provided for th 
edies: 8D: might: find it eke acu ROUs to Wenies 


1 


cH 


| 
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FIELD iJATURALISTS CLUB OF VICTORIA CEITENARY. 


The first campout was to lilydale to see the Helmeted Honeyeater 


in 1884. Between 1887 and 1894 campouts were made to isiands:of the Bass 


‘how things have changed). In 1891 six members set out to walk to the 
Woojee area and according to old records were constantly wet, a consid- 
erable contrast to the comparatively warm dry conditions of walking today 
on made roads. In 1927 an anonymous donor gave 200 pounds to finance a 
venture into the Western District and the rroup travelled as far as the 
Grampians where 2 new beetles were discovered. In 1960 a visit was mad 
co Central Australia and in 1963 to Western Australia. Str... 
Every one or two years an interstate trip is made, and these trips are 
all botanically successful. 


Articles from the Club were first inserted in the Southern Science a 
Record and this journal owing to financial difficulties ceased to be pub-. 
iished, so the club produced the Victorian Maturalist as we know it today. 
The first copy was printed oin 188, 

“ephaps the golden age of endeavour was between 1926-36 when many orchi 
ferns and lilies were recorded. the first publication by the club was a 
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“oooklet of Ferns and members subscribed the articles and illustrations. 


“fter this in 1946 specialist sroups bean to appear, namely Botany, 
seology and plant cultivation. An important group which has developed is 
the Day Group, which caters for older members who are not as active nov, 
but are able to maintain an interest in the natural world and enjoy good 
fellowship. Another equally important Group is the ilawthorn Junior F.N. 
which has gone from strength to strength.and runs its ovn journal, the 

age linit is 25 years. The development of Country clubs is also signif- 
icant and 14.clubs in the Western district have formed their own: assoc:: 
iation. Conservation is the newest activity for Naturalists, but ther has 
been much early work done. The first cémApaisn to conserve a wildlife area 
vas Wilson's Prom during 188.5 when an excursion was made, and it was 
discovered that.the Prom was to be divided into settlement blocks, but in@ 
1883.the Prom was made a temporary reservation. In 1908 it was made a 
permanent reservation and since then it has increased in size. 


Intensive surveys have been made on animals, birds and flowers, and 
new ‘finds! are still being made. Wyperfeld, Sperm Whale lead, Kinglake 
end itt Buffalo are all areas where the F.if.C. have fought to have main- 
cained as natural reserves. In 1882 people would go to Ferntree Gully end 
‘ising back to their homes orchids, plants and ferns, this was done indis- 
cciminately, and it was not until the Wildflower Act of 1930 came into 
~-.ng that indiscriminate pickimg came to an end.Conservation has gained 


>ocentum during the last 20 years. Out of the campaign for the Little 


«sopt the Land Conservation Council was formed. . 
Exhibitions have had their part to play, the first was a flower 


to raise money for charity, 1930-31 the Jubilee Year, 3 major exhib- 
ns were held. In 1934 Melbourne Centenary year the outstanding feat-- 
- of the flower show was a huge triangle filled with Waratah heads, 

co nad been grown in a nursery in New South Wales. 


Contain. spDEd 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF VICTORIA CEUTEIARY. contd... 


These exhibitions required a great amount of background labour which was 
siven voluntarily by all members. During the war years no exhibitions were 
held, the next one was in 1954 where exhibits were not only labelled in 
Snglish but in foreign languages-also, for the benefit of migrants. 


Donations have been SUHTSHETSENE over the years, when books were at a 
swpemium a gift set of Gregory's Bird Books were popes to the Club. 
Sonations of bird pictures have been received, also a wildlife sanctuary 
near Kinglake. Many outstanding personalities as soll as many humble 
people have helped to stimulate the interest in Austr rpalian flora and Ff 
“his completed Dr Willis's talk and he then showed a fev slides of old 
photographs which were of great interest. 


aund 


liiss Jean Galbraith then gave a vote of thanks to Dr Willis by 
aying there is no seeking of power in the club, just quiet people in’ 
quiet nlaces., who loved beauty, who enjoyed, protected and shared. 
enjoyment of Natural History is more fruitful if people share together. 


Dr Smith then closed the meeting by saying a few vords about the 
future, which he said has never been so strong, had so many outlets, a and 
plenty of varieties. In the next 50-100 years people will have more leis 
ure and education, and they will want to turn more to a natural way of 
life, and°I hope that. the people of 2080 will look back with pride as we 
have done. - 
SE ae Jim and Peg Watt. 


A SPECIAL THANKYOU. 


The President and Secretary wish to thank all the people who worked so 
hard to make the Worid Environment Day a success. 
Mes Smith was interviewed on Television. 


lips Huxley and Mirs Merson who supplied most of the 100 species of flowers 
and supplied labelled cards for the display. . 


lie Sterkenburg displayed , Shells, Gumnuts, Fungi as well. as paintinss. 


lips Stewart supplied the large lizard. Barry Traill for the mouse. 

Mt Medonald for leading the nature walks and helping to get the display 
arranged. 

To all the other people not named who have helped we say thankyou':. 


‘iy LUbeke supplied many potted plants to beautify the area for the disple 


SLY, 8 . visited the display during the day , and showed film a few days 
later on. A few people were then sorry for not taking part in the day. 


On behalf of all members I think a Thankyou should go the the Secretary 
2d President for the work they had put into the day at Woorabinda. 


Ed. 
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REPORT OF conurrrEs HEETING HELD JUUE 24ti: 1980. 


ORANGE-BELLIED PARROT SURVEY. cs 

Decided that we would take part in this survey in July. | 
Some members have already been looking, but the main days are July 26th 
July 27th. Our excursion will be July 26th with Barry Traill as leader. 


WORLD: ENVIRONMENT DAY 
‘This had been quite successful. An amount of $15.59 was collected 


and handed to Mr licdonald for Voorabinda. 
‘Decided that an inscribed copy of Wildflowers of Eastern Victoria be. 


given to Woorabinda Camp, in appreciation: of being able to use the camp. 


Miss Dixon is unable to come and speak in JulysuMns Wall offered to 
contact Mrs Keir to ask if she would speak about her recent trip to the 


TImalavas. 


Regrettably. the trip to the Zoo had to be cancelled due to lack 
of support. Decided that we would take part in the Orange= bellied Parrot 
Survey.» 
The President will be absent for the July meeting. iin Thompson 
offered to chair the meeting: Mrs Thompson offered to forward report 
£ meeting to the media. : spe tan foe 


CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED Environmental Centre re booklet. 
National Bank Travel re Wildlife Tours. World Wildlife newsletter. 
C.C.V.Newsletter., ECOS., North East Newsletter , Geelong Naturalist 
Victorian Naturalist, S.G.A.P. Newsletter. 


c 


iiss Galbraith neponted that a Government Grant had been made available 
for Mr Beauglehole's plant book. 

liiss Galbraith presented a petifion which will be sent ot the. House Sty 
Renresentatives. This will. be tabled at July meetings. 


CONSERVATION C0-Ordinator. 
‘tes Thompson advised that kangaroos are causing many accidents eakaxeye 
the Longford Rosedale road.Council is asking landholders to cut long 
grass from the roadside to try and prevent Kangaroos from grazing there. 
Ve recognise the problem but do not entirely approve of the clearing as 
this could be a precedent for similar. practjce on other roads where the 


flora is most precious. A petition will be available for signing at 


the July meeting. 
Them ncmen Report on the Portland area is to be pevnenedt re the uncomm- 


“itted.land. The ALCOA Project is in this area. 


The next Committee meeting will be held on tuesday July. 22nd at the home 
of ivs Peterson 14 Barry Street Morwell at 7.30 pn. 
fny interested members welcome at these meetings. 


Supper Roster July 25th rs Salmon lirs Vernell 
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COUTHG EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.i.C. 

UEETIIUG: Frtday 15th August 
liv H.luendal, Illustrated talk. 
“ilatural History tupresstons of a 
trtp to Germany”. 

EXCURSION: Arrangenents made at meeting. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


UEETING: Friday 22nd August 

SPEAKER: Hiy T.Ritch ,from ifuseum. “ FOSSILS". 
EXCURSION? Saturday 23rd August to Cape Patterson 
MEETING PLACE: Leongatha show Grounds at 10.00 am. 


PRARALGOIW F.i1.C. 


MEETING: Friday 5th September 
# Members Hight" 
EXCURSION: Sunday 14th September to Heyftetd 


area. Leader iax Yardy. 


Contact Secretary, Keith titegold, 7 Graham Cres Traralgon for 
further detatls of Club acttvities. 
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VORLD ZiVIROU-EUT DAY. 


Saturday. June 7th 1980 the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalists prom- 
otion, of World.. Environment Day was held at Woorabinda School Camp at 
Yallourn North and we were pleased to see a good attendance for the day. 


Woorabinda School. Camp proved to be an ideal venue and the Club 
s very grateful to the School Camp Committee for allowing us to use 
the school premises and amenities. t 


The camp itself stresses interest in nature and we were granted 
the use of their nature room, containing various ponds and fish tanks , 
and rock specimens to which we were able to add a Lizard, stuffed birds 
and a display of fungi with relevant paintings by Mr Bart Sterkenburg. 
Sart also brought along several of his beautiful wildelower pee ness 
which were very much admired. 3 


ips Huxley's garden provided a profusion of wildflowers and. we 
ere delighted to see a friendly Eastern Spinebill flitting among the. 
Bigieibse display gathering nectar. 


We also had a lovely display of shells and native shrubs along with 
some beautiful posters ~ all in all a very attractive display. 


Visitors set off at 10.30 am and were given a guided tour on a “Wey 
nature walk ‘in the bush which forms part of the school camp. This area - 
contains an activities centre!? for the children. Wire ropes, combat eli, 
mbers, flying fox and log cabin for shelter.are part of this area. | 
Apart from Dusty iiiller, native flowers were absent, but we saw a great 
variety of fungi, ecMe ae Crimson Rosellas, Blue “ren, Yellow Robin and 
Kookaburras. $53 

Returning to base at 12.30 pn we were ready for lunch, ater follow 


a short film by, ir Near ee various aspects of nature , dilants » animals 
birds etc. 


Assembling again we set out on a short afternoon walk , amid quite 


warm sunshine. "We fozyiowed the "Wombat Trail" leading through dense tree 
fern gullies with a predominance of the Rough Tree-fern. 


Arriving back at base by 3.pm we tidied up and prepared to disperse 
for home after having spent a very pleasant day. 


By way of saying "“thankyou® to the Woorabinda School Camp Committee 
we px resented to them monies donated to us during the dav. 


Pearl Reeves. 


Regarding the vexed question of the distrtbutton of Boststo's Bou. 
cote that tn our journal, ilo 37, Dec'66. Bob Auchterlonie gave-it for 
“crap Iouth and Upper Flynn. tle did an excellent paper on euvcalypts 71 
v3 and the preceding journal. It was unlike him to quote it from heve- 

i only. © HugazypEologEars » please to keep your eyes open. 


i. Lyndon. 


Leptonia incana. The Cortinars come in rich colors and so do the Russula 
TE 
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THE LYREBIRD WALK. 


The Club excursion on Ifay 24th was along the Lyrebird Walk at 
Darlimurla. This is an area with walking tracks, picnic areas ete prep- 
ared by the forest Commission. Altogether 10 cars assembled for the out~ 
ing , and we parked the cars in the picnic area and commenced the walk 
ween was stated to last 1 hour, but in true Field Nats style lasted 

NOULPS > > r 


The Birdwatchers were already busy sighting several thrushes, 
scarlet robins, both male and female yellow robins. Walking along we 
could imagine the forest as it must have been as there were many large 
stumps. and some ring~barked trees were St standing. This was a very 


busy timber area at ‘one time. 


Following the river we noted several ferns, Soft and pawl ‘Water= 
ferns , Fishbone fern, Rainbow, King and Rough Tree-fern » Maiden-hair 
‘erns and several colonies of Fan Fern (Sticherus sp.) ey 
was early for flowers but the Silver Banksia B. marginata ‘and the 
_i¢-pin Banksia B.spinulosa as well as Common Heath, Epacris vee 
->2 blooming. We looked at the leaf of Pomaderis aspera through a mag 
ae slass to see the short star hairs. tir Morrison had shown a slice 
this the prévious evening. Clematis was covering several trees and 
the riverbank Goodia was in bud and would soon be a splash of colou. 
yeral different Gahniawere seen with their lovely dried plumes. 
i uncommon turquoise Berry Drymophila cyanocarpa, looked healthy. 
also saw Tree Lomatia, Holly Lomatia, Wiry bauera B.rubioides ,Twin- 
«~ Glycine, Hardenbergia, Mint Bush and the parasitic Dodder Laurel. 
a eae Orchid leaves were roughly identified as Acianthus veniformis , 
yptostylis subulata, Pterostylis nutans, ee and Common 
Ear orchid,Chiloglottis ¢ gunnii. = 


At this time of the year among the fungi Cortinarius and Ccllybia 
‘amilies, and the many slender Mycenas , are to be expected. 
ane combination of long dry spell and sudden cold snap did not discourage 
nany of the fungal gems. 


Cortinarius. austro-venetus is a marvellous bottle green, a color © 

not very common among fungi. But another greenish one was probably 
as 
Break a Russula against your ear and hear it crackle, they are so brittle. 
The dainty Mycenas often have: haipy feet and jaw-breaking names. 
For instance, a mite 5 em high with clear yellow stem and pleated Lamp 
shade cap is Hycena epiptergia. Paxillus infundibuliformis (whew!) is 
tan colored and the gills are what is termed decurrent, that is, they 
run down the stem instead of being tucked in. And they are intricately 
orked, three or four times, before they reach the edge of the cap. 

ae clumps of very small Pholiotas and Tricolomas were seen as we went 
up the steps one ne track. They ane ‘busily neducing those steps to 
humus again. 


A few handsome Boletus species were noticed’, oe have pores inst~ 
ead of gills. Amomg tile other wood destroyers were patches of white or 
eream skin on old stumps. Some hard little 3-ply fellows on stems, and 
several different kinds of brackets belonged to the great Polyporus tribe. 


contd...pp% 


“lthough the Jabiru is a northern bird it has not been recorded in parts | 
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ets D MMMM AAA A AA 
LHE LYREBIRD WALK. | ‘ contd... 


“eé picked a few Earthstars; some jelly-like Tremellas; some branching 
Coral fungi, and of course, our old friends the Cordyceps. There were 
four kinds found there, the common C.gunnii, and a pointed one, C.robe- 
ptsii; and, often parasitic upon the latter, the dirty white, feathery 
C.cranstounii. Last year Mr Morrison added another, a very tiny red one 
named C.ieneristidis. x 


firs Wall found. a very handsome black “lushroon! , black cap and ! 
talk which we dubbed "The black knight ” and for all the looking in the) 
any books we could not identify him. Nowever lirs Lyndon later said it 


“was probably Leptonia lamropus.. 
ee 


it seema it is far wiser for beginners to concentrate on recognis-. 
ine a few families with bold characteristics i.e. Cortinarius, Aminita, l 
Coletus or Mycena than to worry about obscure types >» especially as there 
are over 11,000 higher fungii!, : 


= ij : © ST ea ee epee bay i 
ana some of us had a most enjoyable tea that hight. lir Lyndon assured me | 
that. Coral Fungi Clavariadelphus janceus was delicious fried in butter. | 


However we could identify Psalliota vinacea the Forest Mushroom, 


.. All in all we had a lovely day largely due to those members who SO | 
willingly shared their knowledre with others, especially the children. © 
Valking back to the car we saw a small flock of Gang Gang Cockatoos sitt-| 
ing in a dead tree, their red heads shining in the sunlight. They then _ 
flew to the ground to drink from a puddle at the roadside, a sight not | 
often seen. this .made a perfect ending to a day in the Lyrebird Walk. | 


ees toe vets eet ws [Brew oer lmheLensons 
lins Peterson wishes to thank iirs Lyndon for the Fungt notes. 


if 
| 
| 


| 
HATURE OTRS. : fer eta a | 
| 


} 


Friends of ours, iir and lips Roy of Foster, surprised us with their | 
record, late last year, of the Plack-necked Stork or Jabiru on Shallow 
Inlet. They are very experienced English birdos who lived by the sea- 
shore in Norfolk, so we see no reason to doubt that they saw these birds, 
which could hardly be mistaken for anything else. The location was at | 
the end of a lane off Millar's road at Yanakie where the pretty foreshore 
is flanked by a thick belt of coastal scrub, neatly fenced and signposted 
as 


°S part of the Prom. National Park. Given a calm day with the tide out on 
couldwalk for miles on the sand. 


oO" Vietoria before, but perhgps not in Gippsland. 
a. PE 


E. Lyndon. ; |, 
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It! SEARCH OF THE ELUSIVE ORAWGE-BELLIED PARROT. 


Ten members arrived at Longford Hall at 10.00am on a cloudy ,over- 
cast, mild day to seek out the elusive Orance-bellied Parrot. 
We travelled tovards Golden Beach which was our first stop, and walked 
in a northerly direction through head high tussock grass and across a 
stretch of swampy area interspersed with clumps of Beaded Glasswort 
(Salicornia quinqueflora), this was the plant we thought the parrots 
were feeding on. We fanned out over a large area hoping to flush out 
some parrots, but after a few hours gave up for lunch without having 
had any sightings. Earlier in the day we had been speaking to a fermer 
who suggested we walk in an easterly direction, this we tried in the aft- 
ernoon but I'm sorry to say the results were the same ~- no parrots. 


We saw many other birds during the day,namely Skylark, Ibis, Ros- 
ellas, Kookaburras, Little Wattle Bird, white-fronted Chat, Plovers, 


Silver Gulls, Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, Field Wrens, Black Swans, Quail. oy 


Swallows, New Holland Honeyeaters, White-eared Honeveaters, Tawny-crow- 
ned Honeyeater, Scrub Wren, White-faced Heron, Double-banded dotterel. 


We decided to go home along the Seaspray road, near dowds Morass 
we observed a flock of white birds which on closer inspection were fpoon- 
bills with a couple of Royals among them. Across the water like a thick 
Dlack ribbon were hundreds of Black Swans.Here we saw Greenshanks, Egrets , 
Stints, Mountain Duck, Sandpiper, Red-capped Dotterel, and Stilts. 


The flowers recorded for the day by the botanists were the Creeping 
MOnkey Flower(Minulus repens), Creeping Brookweed (Samulus repens) , 
Twiggy Daisy-bush (Olearia ramulos),Austral Seablite (Suaeda australis) 
also the Coast Banksia (B-integrifolia) was in flower and attracting 
all the Wattle birds. 

Best of all was to find a Mistletoe that has not been recorded for this 
coastal area, but is recorded further east, this is the coastal Mistletoe 
Giuellerina celastroides) which was growing on a Banksia tree. 

A specimen has been verified by the University. 

So ended another lovely bush day. 


® | 
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LETTER FROM WEIPA. 


The normal sounds are those of the palm fronds rattling in the 
breeze; fork-tailed kites, or whistling kites whistling, the frequent 
screeching of flocks of rainbow lorikeets flying speedily over or squa- 
bbling in trees (and traffic unfortunately) but I have just dashed outsic. 
stirred by the more unusual harsh call of the Palm Cockatoo * and there | 
were three winging their way overhead with that slow but powerful wing 
beat- how I thrill at seeins them. They are not common, but I have seen ! 
several in the time I have been here- including a glorious view of one 
sitting ina Eucalyptus tetradonta, with his crest erect and that bright | 
ved facial patch prominent as if he were showing off for me - We do see | 
* Red-tailed Black Cockatoos sometimes too. I could happily spend all my | 
tine roaming and exploring the beaches and rivers and swamps and forests. 

They have so many delights to yield. 


then I have not ventured further afield camping for a full weekend > 
Pay. ae take myself pedalling somewhere early in the mornings or late 

‘sepnoons during the weekend, and it is always so rewarding. 

st Sunday I went out early while everything was still fresh and dew on 
~© ground. An Osprey sitting in a bloodwood viewed me without concern. 

a swampy area, drying up but still damp there were white ibis and 
cets and sulphur-crested cockatoos feeding, on my way out. 

Surdekin duck flew up from the sewage ponds, and then on my return who) 
“ould be on the swamp but my friend the Jabiru, AND.as I came to a halt) 
pace a noise overhead, four brolgas came flying in with those wonderful | 

Be deebuedd Seer fringe d eeee and landed. I sat and feasted. i 


ler "SOT, so aan again, srien is Ten emel they are such lovely 

sipds but timid, and the Osprey flew overhead and, almost as if they 

were beckoning me, led me to their nest. Pardalotes sitting high on the | 

telephone cables dived down and into their hole in the bank of a cutting |, 
all this within a very close radius of the township. Some of my favou- 1 

eaites which have been about for a couple of months are the Uhite-breasted 

Jood-swaldows. I love all the wood-swallows, and they huddle up together 

and make fluffy white rows. We often see the agile wallabies which are | 

SO attractive and. unafraid. 


: pe 


The weekend before last two of us went across to the Iron Remee | 
seven hours drive from here( distances are measured in time travelled 
rather than in*miles) and climbed lit Tozer ~ so wonderful, no tracks, | 
no people: making our way through fascinating heath country with 
Xanthorrhoea,. Casuarina littoralis, Banksia dentata, red and yellow flow 
eping Melaleuca viridiflora, a lovely yellow flowering Leptospermum - 
I think L.fabrica, a red Flowering shrub, possibly Melaleuca sp. aff 
Symphiocarpa with sessile flower clusters on the branches, a Gompholob- 
ium, a Boronia and more. There were rock faces to scramble round; then | 
we s went on to the summit, with wind-hlown, stunted and gnarled “vegetat- 

Lon scrambling over the Pocks , so full of character and what I think | 
must be Queensland's version of alpine. What a joy to get back into the | 
mountains. 


contd...pp6 
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REPORT OF conreren nner Ht HELD JULY 22nd 1980. 


; Advised that liiss Pittavay would be the speaker at the September 
meeting in place of the advertised speaker. . The excursion will be to 
the Mullundung area. Further details in September Naturalist. 


Advised that tiie T.Rich would be coming in august. Detai on 
inside front cover. 


Publications received. } 
Maroondah Gr oup SGAP. Newsletter. 
The Secretary advised that she would be on holiday for the nex 


general and committee meetings. Volunteers obtained for writing up of 
the minutes ete. 


Decided that we would try to have a bus trip to Melbourne to visit 
the WILDFLOWER SHOW in lielbourne Town Hall SAturday October 11th. 


This is to bea special show for the Centenary year of the F.N.C. Whe 


Noted in a news item that the. Morwell Tip is to be built on the 
site originally chosen despite many object ions from the public. 


We were dismayed to learn that the Lyrebird Valk, the piace of 
our last excursion had been damaged by. vandals. 


Conservation Co~ Grudimanon reporte ze that the Proposed Reseahendate 
ions for North Central Area L.C.C: had. Leen received. 
“e are in favour of all recommendations. 


1 be held on Tuesday August 19th 
at the home of If and lirs licElvoy , 35 Latrobe Road tiorwell at 7. S30 pins 
Any interested members are welcome at these meetings, when Club. business’ 
is discussed in detail. Thus leaving much more time for enjoyment at the 
general meetings. 


Supper Roster August ‘22nd. lics Steekenburg, lMrs Ot Rielly. 


The next committee meeting wil 


LETTER FRO WeTeA, ' contd.... 
After coming off Mt Tozer to the sainferests on Sunday we contin~ 
ued a little further eastward: What a Acw vou is suepr aves in those 


rainforests! Such an amazing array of ty 
shades in the canopy. It was enough to jus 


“T ‘felt -too overwhelmed - tO- try and ee ae over what all ane species 


misht ne. 

‘I saw my” fares 
scarcely believe ite le disappeared very rar 
and a Grey Swiftlets and * Eclectus Pavvots. 

@ 


Those. no, ‘more familiar than I am with these birds will find it anne 
“orth while to look up pictures of them in Peter Slater's FIELD GUIDE. — 


ws 


* Cassowary in Sabie nk nge rainforest, and could 


Eetvaets from a letter to Miss Galpre is 


feom Ann Morton tn letpa. 


ey 


re 


a 
idly, and ei ee tags 
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WEAT DO YOU i0H ABOUT FROGS? 


Just recently I was asked to take a party of junior conservation~ | 
ists from a local Nigh School for a nature walk in the bush. The bush Was) 
having. .its winter sleep, few flowers were to be seen, fungi was fairly 
drab, even the birds were quiet. We began turning over logs and rocks 
found the dam, to see what was offering in small game. This is where we 
met the frogs. Under a barrage of auestions I realised how little T peal} 
knew about these common animals, and, on reaching home and sorting out th 
impressions of the day I decided to rectify the matter forthwith. 

I thought I! d share my findings with you people. 


t 


It seems that frogs occur on all continents of the world except 
Antaertica, as well as many islands, but only 150 species of the world's 
2500 are found in Augtralia. Narshalling my frog literature and borrorwins 
some more from the ‘Lipsey, and comparing each authors notes, I gather 

chat only about a dozen species are to be found in South Gippsland. 


lo doubt this number will be added to as we begin to sort over the local 
frog population. A dozen sounds easy, but not too much is egeulige known 
about frogs and many are difficult to tell apart. Some are distinguished 
by their mating calls. Each species of male frog has his special love! 
call to which only females of the same species will respond. Hence, those 
in the know,can pair thei up. Frog calls are easy to record on tape, ‘and 
considerable research has been done by testing the effect of the various . 
male calls on females in breeding condition. This is done by isolating a 
poneale in breeding condition in a special chamber with a loud speaker at | 

ech end. Her response to the speaker emitting the richt call soon sett- 
ee the question. What fun scientists have. but, in many cases, matine 
calls, breeding habits and larvae are still unknotm, so here ig a field 
for the SIUCHES Hid Sualc SHIEH who wishes to specialise. 


mn” 


Frogs Selone to a class of vertebrate animals known as Anphepaee 


a name relating to their dual life-style, partly in water and partly on 


land. Plenty of fresh water is needed for breeding, and, at the prover 


cime, frogs converge froin all over the landscape to the vicinity of the 
9 g& Ss 


“eapest permanent water for their annual get-together. The ergs are laid 
in masses and fertilised outside the body. Although cold~blooded animals, 


they have adapted sugcessfully to many different habitats ranging from 


warm deserts to high cold mountains. Only 1 frog is known to have any 
tolerance to salt watep,Rana, the crab-eating frog of South-east Asia, a 
wanderer in the intertidal zone. From this family, too, come the large 
frogs that provide the edible frogs'legs. Australia boasts only one Pana 
species, Living in Queensland, but not too much seems to be known about 
it yet. We possessed no true toads until the introduction of the Cane 
Toad, Bufo marinus, from the Americas, although it came to us from Hawaii. 
It has spread widely, and like other introductions, may prove a mixed 
blessing. Certain lazy little crawling frogs are known locally as 
“toadlets", of which more anon. 


contd. ...pp 2 
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WHAT DO YOU iloly AROUT PROGS?. contd... 


oe 


Frogs ‘aye an important link in the. food chain, being eaten by Fish 
birds, snakes and by man. The Aborigines made use of the burroving water 
holding frog of the western plains in times of drought. Economically, 
frogs are very useful to us, disposing as they do of many serious insec 
pests. Some. frogs exude toxic secretions through the glands in their 
skin, making thei unpleasant and even dangerous to handle. These subst~ 
ances are being» investigated as possible sources of new drugs. 

Frogs loom lapse in human folklore and superstition and have. long been 
a favored ingredient of witches'brewvs. On occasions, they have been tur 
rad into handsome princes, and vic-versa, as we all know ! 


ra 
2 


“Tunnang over loss. then, on the slopes of a hush Waremholed we 
wand. Masses of large celatinous eases, some with well -developed tadnmoles 


wu 


Uaith the eggs were sundry small “froglets' and " toadlets ", 
, several different species. Apparently four ar mes e differen: 

-icpa lay their es¢s thus, away from water, depending on the next. heavy 
=). £0 piggen the tessetnea tl? and ue. wash the eager es down into the Gait. 


Scholes, Sans Row py of us ee examined the eemacise nests * away 
1 water $ The eggs that I collected and tipped into my garden pool F 
coned at énce and I have been waiting to hear the mating calls of the 
“all warty frog released in my fernery. Until then I will not venture _ 
=< seinen alyes 7 A have heard of at least one tropical frog that attains th 
"or stage within the ecg, thus dispensing with the tadpole stage aioe 
pas tepe There is much to learn about them. Perhaps somewhere in the Clin 


eyticraleh alisjeesh frog: expert who will enlishten us further. 


erences. A useful handbook is Rigby's Field Guide to Australian Frogs. 
ith biological notes, keys and illustrations. 
wae 


opger's “ Reptiles and Amphibians one Australia" covers a wide field-of 
eer frogs are only a part. 2 aes 


t pra a E. Lyndon. 


— 


os 
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Tt a ene ne Tn Re En na ee 
ORAINGE-BELLZBD PARROTS. 


The excursion on 26th July was to aid the Australia widw survey 
of the Orange-bellied Parrot, an extremely rare bird which breed in Tas-- 
mania and winters in South australia and Victoria. Originally it ves 
planned that we would cover the Lake Reeve area , but I heard from. Mr 
Adrian Walker that he had- seen four of the parrots at the Jack Smith Lake 
Game Reserve near Yarram, so it was there the excursionvwent. 


Arpiving early at the meeting place at LOngford I was interested. __ 
to see a pair of Mountain Duck squabbling with two Sulphur-crested Cock: | 
atoos over a nest site in a Red-sum. From Longford we travelled along 
the South Gippsland Highway towards Yawram . iiany birds were seen, inecl-| 
uding Common Bronzewing, Whistling Kite, Yellow--tailed Black Cockatoos 
and white-winged Choughs. Near Giffard we met Adrian Walker who was to 
be our guide to where he had previously seen the birds. His sichtings 
are the first definate record of Orange-bellied Parrots east of Western-_ 
‘port since the last century. 


The track into the area where the parrots had been sighted was : 
treacherous, but the fine weather of the previous week had fdried it out | 
a little and all cars successfully negotiated it. On the way many Pipits | 
and Skylarks were seen as well as several Nankeen Kestrels. ; | 
“e soon reached the erea and had exceptional luck in that within a few - 
minutes three parrots were sighted, which were quickly identified as | 
Orange-bellied Parrots. The birds were feeding amongst Salicornia plants) 
on the edge of the lake. They were very effectively camouflaged amons thi 
low growth but every one was able-to move up close and obtain reasonable 
views of the birds. Particularly prominent were the bright green backs, 
which is a means of separating Orange-bellied Parrots from the very sin 
ilar, (and far commoner) Blue-winged Parrot. An orange helly is not a 
diagnostic feature as Blue-winged Parrots can have this also. 
Unfortunately the parrots were a little more timid tha expected and when 
lushed from the Salicornia they flew off a considerable distance to the. 


( 


this rare species. 


As wekl as the parrots many waterbirds were seen in this area. 
ON the lake were Coot, Musk Duck, White Egret, Yellow-billed Spoonbill i 
and a selection of small waders including Red-canned Dotterel,Red-necked,. 
Stint and Curlew Sandpipers. At this point the party split up into two | | 
geoups. One group headed across to the sea, where they sishted Gannets ¢ 
offshore, I moved off to look for a group of Diue-winged Parrots, but 
they were not present as expected, although a pair were later seen. 


Back at the cars we had lunch and then returned to the spot where 
the Orange-bellied Parrots had earlier been seen, but they had not ret- 
urned. It was decided then to approach from the other side of. the lake. 
to do this we left the Game REserve and came in through the Warricul 
Creek property; .  .. .:. 2 


contd..pp 4 
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ORATGR -BELLLIED PARROLS. CONTA.» « 
A valk here produced nothin 
hti 


g in the way of parrots. The only interesting 
teh ings being a glimpse of a Peregrine Falcon and a large raft of ducks 
seen out on: the lake. 


Back at the homestead a colony of Nankeen ilight-herons were flushed 
from their roosts in a prow of pines and dozens of Swamphens céuld be saen 
along the creek. 

The final tally of species of birds for the day tas 67. So ended a very 
exciting day to see the Orange~bellied Parrots. 


Barry Pratt. 


TUELVE DAY WALK Til THE MIiALAYAS. 
Address by ltrs Wilma Ketr 25/7/80 


lips Keir booked from Traralgon to go on a wwlking trip in May in as 
to see the Himalayas and, to her surprise, on arrival at the fArce- 
n Kathmandu found that she was the only trekker on that particuiszs 

“vip: however, the excursion went ahead as planned. It was the last or 

- fore the MOnsoon season and the weather was hot and humid. 

- Hepal, situated between India to the South and China (Tibet) to we 

. where the Himalayas form the border , is a strategic place as it i 


figeiext 


®he party consisted of Mrs Keir and 4 boys, a leader(23 Yrs) a coo! 

boy and 2 porters, all 19 years. ‘They had a (as variety of simple 
ls prepared from the foodstuffs they carried. jiustard oil, grown i 

Be, is the main Sone oil used on eee tries to be as self-suffic 

ining 


ching he may need during the. aay He EER ease hea. | 


From Kathmandu , the Capital in about ‘the centre of Nepal and situat-- 


ed in a high saucer (about 5,000ft) surrounded by hills, the party drove 
to Trisuli(2500 ft) to start the walk up to the foot of the Langtans 
glacier (12,500 ft) 


‘ies Keir showed slides taken during the trip.Views of Kathmandu 

ie some insight into the dress, housins, transport, temples with beau- 
ful carved wood decorations and, of course, cows which are sacred. 

lot of the countryside was terraced to enable the greatest area to be 
ueed to capacity. Crops in the region were meinly wheat, rice and maize, 
depending on the altitude and water supply. The pice grew mainly at the 
bottom of the valley. Heat was a luxury item as feed is not plentiful 
for livestock and we saw scenes of sacrified animals at a ilindutemple 
eing prepared for family feasts after the religious rites had taken 
pieGse Views up the Sun River towards the Chinese border, were beauti- 
Maia 


oe 
qeak 
ih 


b 
2 
The people of local regions varied greatly and also the construct- 


ion and materials used in their houses. The ladies carried their “valua 
bles*in a wound-around cummerbund, which provided some amusing sights. 


contd...pp ¢ 


major part of the watershed for rivers of India, especially the ganas. 


C 
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THELVE DAY WALK IU. 2H UIUALAYAS. contd... 


From Tyisuli, at the foot of the mountains, where a hydro-electric) 
station has been built with the help of India, there is only a footpat! 
to Langtang, following the course of the Trisuli River. Villages cons- 
isted of perhaps 70-100 houses well spread out; in the lower parts the 
buildings were rendered with red clay and had thatched roofs, whereas © 
in the higher areas they were nearly all dry-stone dwellings with roof: 
o£ wood held down by rocks. One village (Sybru) was speead out sinsle- 
file down a ridge. : . ‘ 

fn a RNododendron forest, cream tree-orchids were plentiful. 
Teh streams were in full spate with the melt water from the glaciers 
and most bridges consisted of logs, flattened on top and polished by 
the constant use of foot traffic over the. years: The track led round 
“he folds of hills and often right down to cross a side stream, then 
un again. The pictures showed many facets of village life, includinc 
“caving, threshing and drying out grain and millet seed (used to make 
tne local"beer"). There were no radios or newspapers and word-of-mouth 
-sought news from the outside and carried it from village to villare., 


The calls of cuckoos resounded across the steep sides of the hare 
iountains. Over-cutting of leaves from the trees to feed the limited 
Jnbep of livestock was denuding the forests, but this is now beins co: 
crolled. For two days the walk travelled through continuous forest hut 
“other parts there were only pockets. Apart from Rhodendrons, Mrs “e: 
“ccognized Andromedas, Lasiandra, native pines, wild respberries, brac- 
hen fern, primroses and blue iris. At lower altitudes the Rhodendrons 
~e2e open trees with deep red flowers, but at 10,000 ft they were comn 
ace shrubs with pink and white blossoms. The tortuous track wound its 
‘ay through the high country and at a high village we sary 2. water wheel 
First turning the grinding stones to make flour and then soing on to 
turn a wooden prayer-wheel. At yet another village, the path went alone 
side an ancient prayer wall consisting of stones, each with a prayer 
inseribed into the flat surface, ; 

The highest camp was at 12,500 ft and the views of snow covered mov 
ntains were beautiful. llere a rest-day vas scheduled, and iirs Kein and 
the leader “rested" by climbing up to the foot of the Langtang Glacier, 
at about 14,000 ft. EC 

Having taken us into the 7 
able talk. Strict control is nm 
walking in the country and Hrs Keir felt that the best Way is on an 
organised trek where the leader knows ‘the country. and «the ways of the 
people, He also knows the right price to pay for things; if trekkers 


imalayas , lirs Keir finished a very enjoy 
maintained over the mumber of foreigners 


Poy high prices the local economy is disrupted as the Nepalese people 
Cannot pay inflated pricés. Mrs Keir returned fron her journey full of 
pespect and admiration for the people of Nepal, the way. they manace on 
their limited means and the clean state of the countryside, where not- 
aing 18 wasted and thrown away to make litter, ©. : 3 


Although material possessions are few, the people appeared to be conten 
in their daily lives. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE MERTIUG ELLD AUGUST 19th 1980 


Proposed Bus Trip to lelbourne Oetober 1ith. 
Dectded that ve go ahead wtti: arrangements mace by Secretary. 
The bus vill take 45 people, we estimate the cost as $8.00 each percon. 
The bus will piek up atong the vay from Traralgon. Please give your 
name to the Secretary as soon as posstble. and payment also would he 
appreciated. If the bus is not full vith our oun members ve will have 
to tuvite other Clubs to jotu in. 
Ve antitetpate the bus will arrive in Melbourne 11.30 am and leave 4.5 
liake own arrangements re Luneh ete. Butry to wildflower show not incl~ 
uded in bus cost. | 


> 


Pioat 


_ . Hatural History liedatlion . 
Advised that the medatliton has been awarded to lir ifttehael J.Tyler of 
Adelaide. Our nomtnation of lirs R. Erickson will stand for another tuo 
years. ee 


Victorian Vascular Plant Checklist by A.C.Beauglehole ts to be 
Sa] a iad ea a eee - e i>. 4 S o ot 
launched on0etober 11th tn iiaryborough. An tnvitatton has been received 
for us to attend. Doubtful if anyone would make the trip. 


Eduard Hunter Heritage Reserve. 
Advised that on Sunday August 24th there uould be a walk through the 
avec by an Orienteering Group from Melbourne. It ts proposed to form 
cn Ortenteering Club in iloe if enough interested persons attend. 
fe iwi the day after our excursion we did not think many members would 
attend. ' ; 


(al 


E.yarraensts. iltss Galbraith gave details of the areas where thece 


e 
ttens recently. 
‘9) 5} 


Display Board. 
Deetded that tt vould be a good idea to have some sort of board whic: 
could be used to dtsplay teaflets, nottces ete at General lieetings. 
‘fir Vatlt agreed to make the board for us. We hope to see tt tm use soo. 
Conservation Co-ordinator. was avay but she had asked for any tnf- 
ormatton published tu datly papers to be kept for her. This would be in 
_reference to L.C.C.areas. a . 


Publteattons received. liinistry of ) onservation- details of boot: 
Yresh water Fish of Victoria to be published soon. a EN 
G.C.V ve Publie hearings . North Bast Haturalist (Tasmania). S.G.A.P 
ligroondakh Croup Hevstetter.. Detatls of Encyclopedta of Australian 
Plants which ts betng publtshed in 4 volumes: each volume $35.00, 


Supper voster Septenber 26th. lirs Huxley lirs lierson 


the nent’ committee meeting vill be held on Tuesday September 23rd at 
oie home of tir and rs Watl 156 Kay Street Traralgon at 7.350 pm. 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 


CLUS HOI SECRETARY:  UBETLUGS: 

Latrobe Valley F.1.C. lips I.Peterson 7.30pn on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each month, at 
Morwell 3840 Reatonal Education Buil- 
“phone 842129 ding, Kirk Street Oz . 

CC ual ver ha: Gre rs J.Gooch 8. O0pin on 1st Friday 

Stree : 7m ae 

Fulham R.S.D. each month, Room 43 


SALE 3850 


Conttnutng Educatton 
‘phone 443441 BEE 


Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


Traratgon F.1I.C. lier J.Stott — 8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
_ 48 Gilmour Street each month, at L.V. 
TRARALGOHW 3844 fFducational Service 
. _ Butldong, Traratgon 

(Kosetusko St School) 


ir J.Brooks 8.00pm on 3rd Friday 


Varragul F.i.C. 


3 ilobel Street _ eaeh month. Publte 
Wo vagul 8820 Ltbrary. WARRAGUL. — 


‘phone 231563 

Patrnsdate F.il.C. : 
liv. 2. V. Barton 

13 Turnbull Street 
BATRUSDALE 3875 


"phone 523792 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Due Maren Ist, ee to Hon neds uper eb 
gots tant ins H.Smtth 
‘19 Hazeluood Crescent 
YALLOURII 6858 
Haturalist $4.60 Family $5.50 | Single members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY IATURALIS?T ts the of fietal pubtt teatton of the 
Latrobe Valley Fteld ilaturalist Club. 

Contrtbuttons on any aspect of ilatural History are invited from 
UEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Editor lirs L.Padfteld 
i 99 Chamberlain Road 
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VARRAGUL F.i].C. 
HMEETIUG: Friday 17th October 


LATROBE VALLEY r, H.C. 


MEETING: Friday October 24th 
SPEAKER lie C. Muller 
; "Fire Protection Burning” 
EXCURSION: . Saturday October 25th to the 
peers . Holey Plains area. 
MEETING PLACE: _ Gormandatle at 10.00 am. 
SPECIAL EXCURSIOI Sunday Movember 2nd to wilson's Pron |». 


to meeto F..C.V¥. who are camping 
there for a week. 


TRARALGON FAM. Cx 
HEETTIG : Eee ee reba open rn 7th 
SPEAKER: Mr Frank Noble “Hattonatl Parke" 
EXCURSIOW: Bai SNE Secretary. 
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HE YARRA GUil. 
An uneoniion Tree Protected. 


It was in 1950 as we drove to lio nvell from the Uazelwood Arboreteun 
that I noticed a group of unfamiliar eucalypts beside the Mirboo North 
“silvuay line. My companion was suf fficiently interested, or considerate 
tO stop while we wxamined the trees. They were relatively small, .the 
size of small Swamp gums (E. E.ovata) with dark fibrous bark on the Eun 
though it was smooth and deciduous above. The habit of the trees sugves~ 
ted Swamp Gums but they had slender lance--shaped leaves while the common 

species has almost ovate leaves, resulting in its name OVATA, and these 
have normally wavy edges while those of the trees we looked at were 


quite smooth. 


Buds and fruits were like those of Swamp Gum, but much eetlere. 
in every way’ the trees were like some I had seen 20 years earlier, bet: 
@: leen Tyers and Glengarry, in a similar damp open habitat. they hed 
dentified for me as Eucalyptus camphora , the Camphor Gum, which Vie 
“hat time often confused with the Yarra Gum E.yarraensis. 


37 1950 I had seen the Camphor Gum in the north-east and it differed #n 
ceveral ways from the Gippsland trees. It had longer flower stalks, “ov. 
“ointed fruits and broader leaves, often indented at the apex. ‘tie. 


i sent specimens from the trees beside the railway line to the. 
.pmum where they were examined by Dr. Willis and identified as E. yarra- 
ensis, one of a group of 4 related species. One of these is Camphor Gun 

The others are Swamp Gum, Yarra Gum, and Black Gum (E. aggregata)not 
known in Victoria east of Melbourne. These three differ mainly in leas 
size, ae sometimes shape. their fruits and buds are alike in all but 
Size. E.agsregata has very small fruits, E.yarraensis a little larcer 
and E.ovata, es pecially in its variety grandiflora the largest. 


r) 


This is the early -istory of the discovery of whet was, until ilp 
~eville Scarlett found another group of the trees i].E.of Glengarry,cons-~- 
dered the most Eastern occurence of EBucalyntus yarraensis in Victoria. 


& On behalf of the school of Botany at Latrobe University ,lr Scart 
ett wrote to the Morwell Shire Council in June of this. year. He drew 
attention to the rarity of the trees and asked if they could be protecte? 
from any danger that might result from future development near ‘then. 


The council considered the matter at their July meeting and gave 
instructions that in any development of the area concerned provision 
should be made for the presenvation and regeneration of the Yarra Guns 


As a Club we are very glad indeed to know of this and rae exove “ 
ssed our appreciation to the council. : 


Jean Galbraith. 


| ee a encom 
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A RICH TALK. 


The August 22nd meeting was addressed by Dr T.Rich, Curator of 
Vertebrate Palaeontology at the National Museum in ilelbourne. the subject 
vas “ Dinosaurs ~part 1“ and it proved to be a most interesting talk, 
well illustrated with a large number of slides. 


Dr Rich began with a brief history of the study of Dinosaur remains, 

a Seach of palacearoloes which dated back about two centuries. 

the 1820's the Dinosaur bones and fragmentary remains which had been 

aaieees were thought to belong to giant lizards, and it was not until 

1841 that a worker named Owen first suggested that the remains belonged 

to reptiles different from existing species and coined the term Dinose- 
upia to describe these mysterious creatures. 


The year 1877 saw the discovery of complete dinosaur skeletons for 

che first time, specimens being uncovered at a coal mine in Belgium and 4 
ae an obscure bluff in Wyoming, North America ,galled Como Bluff. ( 
Dv Rich outlined the early history of excavations at Como Bluff, which 

vas abandoned subsequent to 1897 and reopened for a short but intensive 
sarch for mammal remains in 1968. Only a relatively small number .of 
“vagmentary mammal remains were found, but it is sicnificant to note 

shat mammals succeeded the Dinosaurs as the dominant inhabitants of the 

nimal kingdom. the illustrated descriptions given by Dr Rich of field 
—? associated with the locating and excavation of Dinosaur fossils 
made it quite clear that this task is often far. from easy, requiring ded- 
icated and patient workers with no guarantee of success or reward. 

-» Rich also gave an account of th e recovery of fossil Dinosaur material 
om the Central Asian region by various scientific bodies since the ; 
early part of this century. 


Using a wide selection of slides showing both reconstructions and 
actual Dinosaur remains , Dr Rich then went on to describe a large numbcr 
of Dinosaurs and give an account of the postulated lifestyle of each. 

A geological table showing the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods 
of the liesozoic era was used to show the geological time at which each ¢ 
species lived, the Mesozoic era being the “Ase of the Dinosaurs". . ‘ 
The liesozoic era spanned some 160 million years, and of course not all 

the species of dinosaur co~existed at any one time. It is perhaps a 

little disquieting to realize that the few hundred thousand years that 

man has been around is insignificant compared with the unimaginably lon: 
time the Dinosaurs trod the earth. 


The Dinosaurs disappeared, rather abruptly in ES oH of geological 
cine, at the end of the Mesozoic, and the Mammals took over. It is inte: 
Sees to note, however, that many direct line descendents of the Dino- 
nurs exist today, not the least of which are the birds. This fact ae 
“ten surprises, was explained by Dr Rich who showed a slide of a super 
ssil Archaeopteryx, an early bird-like creature with distinctly rep oe 
lean features, such as its head, but possessed also of wings and 
sathers. 

In conclusion Dr Rich deseribed some of the work done in searching 
for and finding Dinosaur remains in Victoria and exhibited some actual 
sam mples from finds at Cape Pattersan and other. localities. 


R.Gautlton. 


a i 0 ry Ai 
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LETTOR GEERACTS. 9... 


Dorm by a fast running cool stream was the only substantial remnant 
f rein-forest type vegetation. IT had an explore in the jungle -- 

f course I did not see any animals, but there were birds in elusive pro. 
usion. Unfortunately I haven't any bird books with me.. I will pick up 
copy of "Birds of S.E.Asia “when I am in Hong Kong. Any how it was ; 
still and dark in the jungle, and just like the original primeval forest | 
with fallen branches and logs green and “dripping" with pendulous mosses. 


a, 


and epiphytic ferns, with a fairly open leaf mulch floor soft underfoot, 
in parts, with large-leafed bamboos growing. They have a massive smooth 
seeen trunks, growing tall as if to escape the profusion of vegetation 
Lower down ... They are so beautiful with strong simple lines... resil. 
lent and wonderfully delicate, ancient and new, and always graceful.. 
che feathery pale green leaves the playground for hosts of twittering 


hy OO 


ia) 


birds. 


oe SINE arene “taterses! baffled me, except for one which could belong Os, 
- -) eee pie you can imagine how my plant collection is bulging at 


seams. 
Most of the wild herbaceous species which I had been waiting for 
ve now Flowered. We've been having glorious feasts of wild strawberz-: 
end wild raspberries. 
JOsephine Piggin. 


now 


in a Letter to iiss Galbraith from lUnan Province , CHIN. 


HOUT BOGOUG 


; HOw magnificent a mountain (and plateau) Mt Bogong is - I was on 

it for the first time in snow this winter and it was wonderful to see. , 

it again, with just a few snow drifts and its springtime carpet. . 

Ranunculus spp. were the most colourful display and in full bloom, the 

Alpine Hovea had a. few remaining flashes of purple,Carpet Heath was 
fruiting and Phebalium phylicifolium was flowering, along with some 
Coral Heath (Epacris microphylla) and a new one to me , Asterolasia 

wtrymalioides along the water courses. There is a delichtful little valley 
and grassy plain between Maddison Hut ( which has been burnt down) and 
Cleve Cole Hut, where the latter two lined the creek. 


Around Rocky Valley bam, Phebalium and Asterolasia were flowering’ 
prolifically with Bossiae foliosa and Alpine Orites coming into bloom, 
and some delightful starry littTe cushions of Stackhousia pulvinaris 
and some Sky Lily. | 

I found arichard's Pippits nest on the summit of it Bogong ~ 3 ezcs 
Nestled on the ground beneath a grass tussock ~ I discovered it only 

€cause I chanced to walk nearby and startle the nesting bird. 


: Ann Morton. 
to Hiss Galbratth 19.12.78. 
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REPORT OF COUNIPLEL NEETIUG HELD TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 23rd.1980 


Be TRIP 
Phere had been a poor response to the bus trtp , only 22. people had 
names on list. Dectded to watt until general meeting until final decis- 
LE: to cancell would be made. ~ 
ew Yall to contact Vteratl for alternate travel by tratn. 


Deetded that we would contact Gestetner re service of the duplicator. 
You wttl all have notteed that the prtinttr ng has buot been so good Lately. 


Advtsed from australia Post that we will | be able to post the Haturalist. 
from toe Post Office froii January 1981. We have.arranged this to suit 
lips Burns who Ltves tu iloe, but decided to vait unttl alliour old wrapp- 
ers had been used. ; 


Eucalyptus yarraensis. 

Galbratth agreed to write to posedale Shire and §.2.C. ve the trea: 
hetr areas. This was after a letter from iv Hevtlle Searlett had 
een precetved 


© =) 
me 
eo 
eH 


PUBLICATIONS “RECEIVED 


Horthern Terrttory llaturalist Vietorian Haturaliet 
Geetong Naturattist  §.G.A.P ilaroondah Group nee rier 
Catalogue Lothtan- ‘Publtsking Co World Wildlife Fund ilewsletter 


llattonal Parks and weLaiene (Orange~bellied Parrgt pamphlet) 
C.C.V. ilewstetter and pamphlet ve Woodehtpping t1 East Gtppsland. 


Advis sed from litnts eA of Planning that application for RASA OLEAY Village 
has been withdrawn. We hope permanently! 


Conservation C0- -ordinator. 
Letter urttten re Portland Heathtlands received TOOMICOILEE 


Submtsstous., bein repared ve Crovit Land tm Traralgon south whteh :ts 
endangered by § Sf. ‘mee 50 year Bean whieh COTES Power Stations ete ti 


tne area. 
/L.C.C. re PUblte Tanta in the BaD aran area. 


Supper roster October 24ti: lirs Branson ies Burns. 


The neat comtttee meeting will be held on vednesday. October ‘22nd ae 
the home of litss Jean Galbraith. at 7.30 pr. 


The Report of South Gtppstand Area District 2 is now available. 
Land Conservation Council. 


eoptes may be gis tained from Government Printer Sales Office 
7a Parliament Place @.lMelhourne or 


Conmuntty Services Centre Bookshop 
356 Collins Street lielbourne at cost $6.00 
$7.50 posted from Govt Printer P.O Box 203 North ielbourne. 


rtS 18 an extensive area whtech concerns us, submisstons must be tn 
Decenber 8th 1980 so we need to study this veport nov. 


gj 
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Details of contributing clubs are as follows: 
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Latrobe Valley F.U.C. 


Sane 108 Ct. 


Traralgon F.1.C. 


Varvragul F.i.C. 


Patrnsdate F.il.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


HOW SECRETARY: 


iyvs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Streev, 
Horuelt 3840 
‘phone 3842129 


iivs J.Gooch 

FPulnam R.S.D. 
SALE 3850 
"phone 443441 


lire J.Stott 
48 Gilmour Street 
TRARALGOI 3644 


iirp J.Brooks 

3 Hobel Street 
Warragul 3820 
"phone 231563 


Hiv. EV. Barton 

13 Turnbull Street 
BAIRIUSDALE 3875 
‘phone 623792 


Due Maren 1st, payable to Hon Treasurer 


Haturaltst $4.80 


Assistant 


Family $5.50 


MEBTIUGS : 


7.50pm on 4th Friday 
eaeh nontn, at 


Regtonal Edueatton Buii- 


ding, Kirk Street _il0l . 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each month, Room 43 
Continutng Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00 pin on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Edueattonal Servtce 
Butldong, Traralgon 
(Kosetusko St School) 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. Publte 
Library. WARRAGUL. 


lives I], Smith 
19 Hazelvood Crescent 
YALLOURI 6858 


Single members $5.00 
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99 Chamberlain Road 
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COULUG EV ENED, ° 


WARRAGUL F.i.C. 
 HEBLTAG? . sin reidayatet Hovanbee 
pee: ieee Illustrated Pal "Grand Canyon if 
eae Bes Bard fam ketecne a, 

; BXCURSTON: oy Gotta to eee I Sunday i Hovember 23rd 
ae MEETING PLACE: west Sage OC Shire Hall, lavraqul at 10.30 amt 
for encurston to ees Horth State Park. Foothetts Gg ouD, Tis SS 

; BEE oes in the ex curston. pak ak pees +s = 


~ pagnone VALLEY z pence = 


| SeHRERTN Gls OE NT eee Hovenber 26th phe te | 
pees Ae bien a ge pee Heer BON Forestry Research 


: isepee es re ee ae eee ETN eae 
- mounaror: 
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OUT AilD ABOUT MORWELL VATIOUAL PARZ. 


As a trip by the Field Naturalists will take place at the end of 
the month, I thought some-park news would be relevant. 
Morwell National Park has acquired an extra 416 acres (168 ha) ina 
land exchange with A.P.M. This land was subjected to heavy timber exp- 
loitation earlier this century but now supports quite good E.globulus 
(Blue Gum) and scattered E.cypellocarpa (Cliountain Grey Gum) revegetat- 
ion. The main ground cover consists of Poa australis and Poalabillard- 
iepi(Tussock Grass), Pteridium esculentum (Bracken), Cotula australis 
(Common Cotula) and Acaene anserinifolia (Bidree Widreec Burr). 
The only plant that I found that is not in the established plant list 
of the park was Lomatia fraserii (Tree LOmatia). I spent about 4 hours 
scrambling (it's very steep) around last week in one of the main gull. 
ies. Today I went along a gully further down which runs east-west, and 
into Lyndon's Gully. It is easy to get into at the head of the gully, 
but the further I went the harder it got. I encountered Acacia vertici- 
llata (Prickly li0ses), not scattered like elsewhere, but groves of it. 


Another gully entered from the left, and the vegetation was even thicker 
Coprosma quadrifida(Prickly Currant-bush, hard enough to get by at the 
best offfimes, was here impregnable, without the aid of a machette. 
Urtica incisa (Scrub Nettle) was growing almost creeper like, attaining 
heights of 6-7 £t(1.8-2.1 metres) in places. I vas forced further and 
further away by the jungle like vegetation, and it poured rain. ‘3 

One reer spot was discovering a Prostanthera lasionthos (Vic.Christmas 
bUsh) with a large number of flowers, but no new species were recorded. 


The park was visited on ii0nday 3rd November by Bruce Furher and 
Betty Duncan from li0Onash University.They photographed Tnesipteris ovata 
(Oval Forkfern), Ctemopteris heterophylla (Gipsy Fern), Grammitis bili- 
ardieri (Finger Fern), and Adiantum aethiopicum aethiopicum (Maidenhain). 


A oComprehensive bird list has been typed up on birds in the park 
using lists supplied by June LUbcke and Barry Traill. liany thanks-to 
you both. ary 


A total of 42 new plants have been found at the park,,. including 
three orchids. These ave Caladenia cucullata (Hooded Caladenia) ,Calad- 
enia dilitatus (Green Comb Spider) and Lhelymitra pauciflora (Slender 
Sun-orchid). As a result a provisional plent list is beings printed. 
Special thanks to iliss Jean Galbraith who puts up with my visits to” — 
her with bags full of specimens and identifies them all, and iirs Ellen 
Lyndon for supplying a comprehensive list to work with, 

Ranger Orwell ilat.Park, 


DESDE haem See * tan Se 
; Jim Catterwell, the Ranger at iMorwell ilational PArk tells me that 
t” company wtth other competent observers, they had the pleasure of — 

Seeing the Greater or Dusky Glider (S.volans) emerge from a hote in «¢ 

dry tree, and, under a spotlight, take wing from the top. 

Another good argument for asking the pine-farmers to please spare us a. 
yew dry and hollow trees. Ve ave naturally pleases to’ know it-ts in 


the 0) Ph i 
- L Ga ° . 
iy Ll ten Lyndon. 
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PEYTOPHTEORA CIiuiAlOlUT. 


Phytophthora cinnamomi was first discovered ehout 1922 in Malaysia, 
and was so named because it was originally found on the roots of the 
cinnamon tree. Since then it has been found in various parts of the 
world. In Australia the fungus is associated with dying patches of nat~- 
ive vegetation and is particularly severe in Western Australian Jarrah 
forests. IN Victoria patches of death associated with the fungus were 
noted in 1956 in East Gippsland and the problem has spread widely since  . 
then. os 

Fungi are a group of organisms quite distinct from plant, and anin- 
als, having one major characteristic in cormon, a basic “life'structure - 
called "mycelium". Sometimes you can see this cotton-wool -like mater- 
ial if you pull back the bark of a tree, (or in the soil mix used to cul- 
tivate mushrooms commercially). Phytophthera cinnamomi's mycelium is % 
microscopic, that is. although it is very similar to the mycelium desc- ¥ 
pibed above, it cannot be readily seen with the naked eye, living in the 
soil around plant roots very sparsely and not very persistent. 

The structures this funsus can form to help it to survive in the soil, 
and to help it spread through the soil, are called sporangia (ium = sin- 


gular) and chlamydospores. These again can only be seen under the micro- 
scope, about 100 times smaller than a millimeter’. Chlamydospores are 


resting spores, which the fungus switches into for surviving in the soil 
when conditions are not very favourable. When conditions are more favou- 
rable, namely when the soil is moist and wet, the right bacteria and 


minerals are present, then the fungus will change into sporangial prod~ 


uction.Neither sporangia nor chlamydospores can move themselves, but 

rely on external movement of the soil (e.s. in mud on graders and heavy 

machinery) to spread around. However,under wet conditions, the sporan-~ 

gia release tiny free~swimming spores called zoospores. These are the 

spores considered responsible for swimming toward tree roots, and have 

the ability to sense the chemical substances secreted from plant roots, 

swimming toward these and thus able to infect the sensitive root tip 

regions (where these commounds are secreted). Being so small (by1,000 g 

times smaller than a millimeter) they cannot swim over large distances, 

and it is basically in water flowing across and through the soil after 

heavy rain or along drainage channels, that zoospores and sporangia 

and broken fragments of hyphae are swept throurch the soil and spread 

around. P 
__, Because of the microscopic nature of the funsus, vou cannot tell 

definately by looking at a dying tree whether it was killed by Phytopnh- 


‘thora cinnamomi or not, however clues which suggest this might be so % 


depend on whether the soil is poorly drained or not, if disease Follows 
local drainage lines or not, for example spreading rapidly downslope and 


. associated with periodic vater logging(this fungus also needs to breathe 


oxygen and therefore does not like stagnated water) On infecting the 
root tips of trees and shrubs, the fungus does not usually Erow up the 
stem or trunk of the plants, (except in young seedlings) but remains 
basically around the finer root systems. 


contd....pp 3 
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PHYTOPHTHORA CIiMAMONUI contd... 


Slides were used to show how these zoospores can swim out from the 
sporangium with their two whip-like flagella, to attack other plants 
and produce more sporangia. Another slide showed a map of the Darling 
Scarp in Western Australia, where parliamentary legislation has been 
passed to restrict heavy vehicle movement through sensitive areas not 
yet badly affected by the fungus(heavy vehicles can carry a lot of mud, 
which may be infected by the fungus, thus spreading the disease to areas | 
that may be sensitive). The Darlings Seerp is widespread with the disease, | 
in prime Jarrah Forests, killing off the Jarrah with serious consequen- 
ces for the satmilling industry. that is worse for the people of Perth 
is that when the trees die, the water table below the soil rises, bring_ 
ing up with it salt in the soil. This flows to the reservoirs and the 
water becomes very salty. In Vestern Australia one way of detecting if 
Jarrah death is due to P.cinnamomi, is to see if Danksia grandis shrubs 
nearby are dead. This Banksia crows very commonly in the Jarrah forests 
and is very sensitive to the fungus, so sensitive that the fungus can 
grow along its roots very rapjdly, acting as a “railway"to transport 
the fungus around. Where a certain species of Acacia and Bossiaea are 
profuse, the soil below these plants is less favourable to the funsus, 
serving to check its growth through the soil. 


In Victoria disease is basically confined to coastal foothills, 
with areas in the Grampians also of major concern. IN Coastal Gippsland 
the commercially important Silvertop ash is very sensitive to the fun- 
gus, as are the group of Eucalypts commonly called the stringy barks. 


(The Gum group do not appear to be as sensitive). Whereas in Western 
Australia the Pull Banksia (Banksia grandis)is a major clue to detect- 
ing if P.cinnamomi is responsible for tree deaths, in Victoria it is the 
Austral grass tree (Xanthorrhoea australis)and the Cone Bush (Isopogon 
ceratophyllis which die very quickiy when attacked by the fingus, indic~ 
ating eRTETepneL Gis be the culprit. 


MIss Pittaway then showed slides of various areas in Victoria where 
the diseaseis prevalent and the experimental sites where tests were 

being carried out in an endeavour to avoid disease problems. In Victoria 
the coastal soils tend to be poorly drained and nutrient poor, a situat- 
ion made worse by periodic heavy summer shovers providing short-term 
waterlogging, ideal conditions for the spread and infection of roots by 
P-Cinnamomi , With the longs dry spelis over summer, a great demand is 
made on the roots by the tree, roots already stressed by fungal infect- 
jon in their tips. It is at the root tips where many important biologi- 
Cal processes crucial to tree health and development occur, thus infect- 
On of these regions is a serious prohlem. If the tree is already infee- 
ted with an organism impairing the function of the fine root system, then 
it-is going to be even less likely to cope with the physiological demands 
Seasonably made upon it by drought and periodic waterlogging. these are 
he major problems facing some species in our coastal forests, associated 
vith Eucalypt dieback, and because of this disease major alterations are 
Sccuring in these plant communities. — " x 


, -spibatieten tots ; oath Beg Watt. sre 
lie 1. faa ae oe Se and Pam Pittaway. 


LATROBE VALLEY iJATURALIST (4) ISSUE ilo 203 LOUnLUBER 1980 


VATURE — i0OfES. 


‘Dr Parsons is investisating the population of Purple Diuris so Fran 
and I drove on to the spot where they crow on our drive in that area. 
They are all out in hundreds, in fact past their best. The milkmaids 
are all flowering among them and they are a perfect combination as they 
have the little purple ovaries in the centre. Also Golden Moth orchids 
very large (Fran says they are variety gigantea)and Bulbine lilies and 
Chocolate lilies and other things. It is an excellent place for birds, 
so what with the flowers and the bird calls , we wanted to look up and 
down at the same time. 


3 


I found a restless Flycatcher'’s nest as I saw the bird go to it. I » 
was very pleased as I've never found one before and Fran had never seen 
the nest. It looked very like a Williw Wagtail's. We saw Dusky and White 
browed Woodswallows. and “lots of interesting birds. Orioles and Trillers @ 
end Black-faced Cuckoo-shrikes have all come back to the area and the q 
Rainbow Birds are building. The spring is so fleeting, already Waxlips 
are over around lit PIlot but we saw Green-comb Spider-orchids and hijng- . 
reds of Musky Caladenias and two sorts of Sun-orchids and Brown-beards. 
The Dotted Sun-orchid has a beautiful scent and some are very blue, 
reat blue. 


Uay Galbratth 
fron a letter to litss Jean Gatbratth. 


Coming up the South gippsland Hishway from foster late ene summer 
evening we swerved just in time to miss a Vombat taking a leisurely 
stroll across the roadway. Some miles further on a BOobook Owl or lliopoke 
fluttered into the lights, hovered uncertainly for a moment and then 
attempted to alight just in front of the left wheel. We missed it too, 
we dont quite know how. Several of these owls have been noted killed on ° 
the roads in recent weeks. To the nocturnal fauna our night is their 
day so it behoves us to give them a “ brake " as they go about their 
hunting. ; ‘ 


Elten Lyndon. 


n= ee a ee i ee ep 


IUTERSCATE ECHIDIUAS. 


Ti RISD UE 1980 we mat a TERED Echidna on Flinders Island ... “ 
a very hairy specimen with the spines almost covered by the fur as we 
have noticed in other Tasmanian Echidnas. Then at Mattah Kulkyne Nat. 
Park in August we met an ordinary (to us)Echidna with a good show of 
spines above its fur. During September we were at KInchega Nat.Park 
(near Menindee i].S.'.) and in the sand dune country near Lake Cawndilla 
when we came on another Echidna. This one was after ants beneath a salt 
bush. It appeared to be more spines than fur for the hair was very short 
and close to its body. Obviously the more ijorthern (or desert) Echidnas 
does not need the protective warmth of the thicker longer fur of its more 


southerly cousins. 
y pee >. Reneanes tan 


~ 


‘a 
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A_PLEASAIT VALK. 

Avakened this morning(6th November) to see a thick white mist over 
the mountains and fine rain falling, and to hear the ever hungry sea- 
gulls and rosellas waiting to be fed. A small party of members of the 
combined F.N.C. started out towards iit Oberon. We arrived at the Tele-— 
graph Saddle car park and then commenced to walk along the Sealers Cove | 
track which is a fairly easy grade to trindy Saddle. 


Along the side of the track plant life is varied, I liked particularly 


the Lemon Bottlebrush (Callistemon pallidus), “liry Bauera (Bauera rub- 
ioides}, Clematis (C.aristata) With clusters of creamy flowers cascad= 
ing over varoius shrubs, and dwarf eucalypts growing in a Hallee forn 

ation. We passed large boulders covered in mosses and lichens and 
ferns sroving around the bases of the rocks. “le walked across small | 
foot bridges over moist fern cullies allowing us a rood view of the 
ferns. The Correa reflexa vas growing very tall (some to 2 netres). 


Birds could be heard in the trees but vere very hard to pick up 
with the binoculars. On arrival at Windy Saddle we could not see any of 
the interesting views as the mist was still in the valleys , so Jim and 
I decided to walk e short way along the Sealers Cove track. 

On returning to windy Saddle the mist had began to lift and we were fov- 
tunate to have a spectacular view of Sealers Cove to the east and Tidal 
River to the west beyond the valley. 

On aprival back at the car park we delecched ourselves and then 
had lunch. In the afternoon a walk along the LighthouseTrack was most 
rewarding, we were able to sit, watch and photograph in the sunshine 
tuo Spotted Pardelotes, who were most obliging by sitting on the twig 
outside the nest burrow and facing the camera. The birds were busy tak- 
ing the droppings of the babies avay from the nest burrow, and dropping 
them from a small eucalypt on the other side of the road. 

We also heard and saw a Golden whistler and Yellow Robin. 


Per Wall, 


mee cnn 


TUG ORAUGE CULL OTH. 
A nev vecord for the Proi? 


oe 4 


10st people must have notiged the moth plague in Sovthern Victoria 
in recent tyeeks. Several un-naned species svarmncd round the flowering 
teatrees and kunzea along the roads recalling the srasshopper plagues. 
Of Northern Victoria. hiss 

Some of the flats at Tidal River have skylights over the kitchen 
area and dwellers in these were intrisued by certain large orange~ 
Colored moths that settled on the glass and peered dcvwn at the cook. 
They , too, appeared in daylight hours and were always seen in pairs. 


It was some time before we woke up to the fact that these mysterious 
moths were seagulls feet ! Sate ty s. 


xt! _b.byxdoit. : 


The above item caused inuek amusement vhen tt vas told at “Show and Tell" — 
Curing our eventing gatherings in the information centre. i 
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REPOR? OF COlMITTTEE UEETIIG TLD Oi] OCTOBER 28nd 1980 
ee Ei AOU 


WILDFLOVER SHOW. Reported that all who travelled by train for the day 
enjoyed the show. Vierail treated the party very well. 
Ve ave to wrtte to Vteratl to thank them. 


Treasurer reportéd that we had a bank balance of $237.88. 


Correspondence C.C.V. ilinutes of Septernber meeting. 
Vietortan Alpine Calendar 1981 $4.70 each. 
Clubs may purchase quanttittes of 20 at reduced rates. Seeretary has 


Paral se Advtee ve Garden Books , and Field Guides fron ielson. 
fhe iAturatist. le have a supply of back copies of the magaztne. these 
are ptling up at the home of the Seeretary. We will sell these at a 
vedueced rate .(10 cents). There are also copies of the indes 1-108 
avattlable. These wtlt be available until 1981 when any surplus wilt 
be sent to wast paper. 
Conservation Co-ordinator. 
Letters of venly received ve Point Danger (Alcoa project 
Subitsstons ve Ballarat area L.C.C. 

Latrobe Valley Pover Station Siting (S.z.C.) 

Quarry Reserve at Traralgon South 

Flova Reserve Boundary (Traralgon Counetl) 


Campout January 1981. 
Ve have arranged to occupy the Bay BAw Skt LAdge for the weekend. 


Lodge aecomodates 27 people (3 vooms eaeh with 4 bunks and a larger 
voon wtti: 15 bunks). 
Cost per head $8.00 per night for full use of lodge, or 

$2.00 per day for use of factlitées only. 


itnimum veekend fees of $80.00 requtred, 

You may book now for this weekend , as space is limited please indteate 
your titenttons early. Deposit of $4.00 to be patd when booking. 
Contaet Secretary or Treasurer for bookings. 


— 


Programme 1981, The meeting to arrange the 1281 programe vas held 
on Tuesday October 28th, i hope to have the list of speakers and 
seurstons avatlable soon. 


Supper Roster ilOverber 28th iltss Galbratth ilre Crane. 


fhe next econmtttee meeting will be held on Wednesday Movember 26th at 
the home of liv and ilies LUbeke 122a Welen st. Uorvell at 7.380 pin. 
Any tnterested members are welecone at these meetings. 


nent ee 
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Details of contrtbuting clubs are as follous: 


6LUD HOW SECRETARY: HMEBTIUGS : 
Latrobe Valley F.1.C. irs I.Peterson 7.30pm on 4th Friday 
a 14 Barry Streev, eaeh month, at 
Norvell 5840 Regtonal Edueatton Butl- 
‘phone 542129 ding, Kirk Street HOE . 
Sale F.i.C. ive J.Gooeh 8.00pin on Ist Frtday 
Fulnam R.S.D. each month, Room 43 


SALE 3850 


Conttinutng Educatton 
’phone 443441 d 


Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


Traralgon F.il].C. tir J.Stott 8.00 pin on Ist Friday 
48 Gilmour Street each month, at L.V. 
TRARALGOW 3844 Educational Service 
Butldong, Traralgon 

(Kosetusko St School) 


Harragul F.i.C. f liv J.Brooks es 8.00pm on 3rd Frtday 
3 llobel Street each month, Publte 
Warragul $820 Library. WARRAGUL. 


*phone 231563 

Patrnsdate r.i.C. 
iv. E.V. Barton 

13 Turnbull Street 

BAIRUVSDALE 5875 

‘phone 5237092 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 3 : 
Due March Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer 


Asststant livs H, Satth 
19 Hazelwood Crescent 
- YALLOURI 8858 
Haturalist $4.80 Family $5.50 Stugle members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST is the offictal publicatton of the 
Latrobe Valley Ftreld liaturalist Club. 
Contributions on any aspect of ilatural History are invited from 
HUEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to — 
Hon Editor iirs L.Padftield 
99 Chamberlatn Road 
Hewboroug?: 5825 


DECEMBER, 1980 
ISSUE No. 204 


te, Protech andiehloy, 62s eta = Goer @ GP a80. 


_ Registered at the 


— 


General Post Office Melbourne for transmission by Post as a Periodical Category B. : gas | 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST ; ; ISSUE Ilo 204 DECEIBER 1980 


COHTIUG EVENTS. 


WARRAGUL F.1.C. 
flo meeting tz December. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.1.C. 
Ho meeting tn Decenber. 
CAUPOUL Lit caw Baw January 24.25.26. 


Staytug ti lodge . cost $4.00 per night. 
Contact Seeretary for further details. 


Canptng ts not allowed at lit Baw Bau. 


2) 
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Dear Readers, pepe 
ABER “2In November this year several members of the Latrobe 


Valley Field ilaturaltsts Club visited witlson's Pronontory tn company 
utth the Field Naturaltsts Club of Vtetorta. ilembers so much enjoyed 
thetr vistt that they have written about tt. The artieles tn thts tssue 
will be devoted to Wilson's Promontory, and other matertal kept for 
later tssues. 

r Bd. 


FRIENDLY BIRDS AT TILSOU'S PROMONTORY. 


-@n arriving at our lodge we were greeted by the Little Watticbird 
perching on the dividing fence between the two lodses. this evidently 
was its usual position as the next morning it made itself known to us 
in no uncertain manner. I then made up a sizall container of sugar and 
water which the bird proceeded to drink. Its mate soon found out what 
wes g0dnge on and joined in the feast. The next day the Crimson Rosellas 
decided to join the act and sampled the sugar water but one decided it 
was not to his liking so immediately upturned the dish and tossed it to 
the ground. Of course this did not meet with the approval of the Little 
Wattlebird who immediately sent the Rosella away. From then onwards. the 
Wattlebirds were at the window every morning calling for their breakfast 
and scolding the parrots. Cromson Rosellas, Seagulls with an occasional 
Magpie flocked around every day for tit-bits and one had Parrots up your 
arm, on your back, and even in your hair. 


Jim Watt. 
ee 
THAT FABULOUS FER FORAY. 

For me the highlicht of the week at “The Prom! was the relocating 
ofthe very rare Oval Wedge-fern, Lindsaea trichomanoides, on Chinaman's 
Creek. We were very fortunate in being allowed access to this marvellous 
gully some 9.6 kilometres in from the Vereker- gate. The road was, on. 
the whole, good, save for a few patches of rough gravel and some SteeD . 
pinches. It seems a shame that it cits a gap through this sub-tropical 
forest and that camping is allowed there. 

The Lilly~pillys and Blackwoods tower into the sky on straight 
limbless trunks. One has to gaze directly upwards to work out the iden- 
tity of the canopy far above the leaf-stremm floor. iasses of Weeping : ° 
Spleenvort cascade from the hirh forks, reminiscent of the fern-hung 
jungles of the North. Most of the common ferns are present as well as | 
two of the much rarer Fork-ferns. Fieldia 1s plentiful.,ji1y-pilly Gully 


must have looked like this before the great fires Of EEO SI 


~ had never seen the Oval Wedge-fern but I knew what it should 


look like from pictures. Besides, I am familiar with all the others and 


knew what it was not by a simple process of elimination. It was a matter 

of cold search, as the birdoes say, keeping on-the move to toil the 

bloodthirsty leeches. | , 
o: ae ca BA contd....pp2 
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THAT FABULOUS PERI FORAY contd... 


Two botanists were ahead, looking for the Slender Treefern. The Brooks' 
as usual were not far away. All other followers had tailed off. 
Cries of joy came down the gully and I felt very downcast, for my prize 
still eluded me and time was running out. the men found a glorious spec~ 
imen of Slender Treefern, fully nine metres high, and lovely against.: 
the sunlight. Nancy and I beran to retrace our steps. 


The difficulty was that we didnt know exactly where the little 
fern grew, whether at the stream side or up on the drier slopes. 
But working back, one gets a different slant on the vegetation, a diff-- 
erent light shall we say. All of a sudden there it was at the foot of 
a treefern in a rather dry situation, not a running fern as the text 
books describe it, but a distinctly tufted habit, like a small clump | 
of Maidenhair. I must be forsiven those whoops of delight. When I could 
tear my eyes away there was another tuft on the neighbouring treefern, 
a few centimetres above the ground. A close search, however, revealed 
no more. Are they the last survivors ? 


L.tpichomanoides is uncommon to rare up the east coast through 
11.S$.W. to Queensland. It occurs on the Gordon River in Tasmania and 1s. 
common on the North Island of New Zealand. Oceuring as it does, aia Take 
-this one spot in Victoria, every effort should be made to safesuard 
this small gem in our wonderful {lilson's. Promontory ational Park. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


~UILLER'S, LAUDING. 


Alighting from our cars at the Five lille Road Car Park on the 
North east side of the Promontory we set off with our lunches to walk 
to Miller's Landing. 


In the sandy soil the trees were mainly Eucalyptus obliqua which 
showed very little growth, a good sprinkling of Silver Banksia (Banksia 
marginata ) which showed reasonably strong growth, no doubt benefiting 

Tom Sertilization by potash following periods of fire. Saw Banksia 
(B.serrata) was also to be seen and Prickly Teatree (Leptospermum 
juniperinum), also Austral Grass-trees (Xanthorrhoea australis)were scen 
flowering with their thin spikes of creamy white flowers. 
_. Among the many flowers blooming along the track were Yellow Gomph- 
olobium, small yellow Guinea-flower (HIbbertia sp) Hairy Pink-bells 
(Tetratheca pilosa),Pink Beard--heath (Leucopogon ericoides), Creamy 
tcackhousia, ort Purple Flag(Patersonia fragi -, Hop Goodenia 
(G.ovata) and Tall Lobelia (L.gibbosa). : miei “> 


As we approached the beach, some tiallabies were seen . Finding a 
pleasant place to sit, we enjoyed our lunch while’ watching the tide go 
out. Overhead were seen Black Swans and two Pelicans and a young Pacific 
Galileo a ret algae = Boe eH } 

“With the receding tide we were able to cross to a small rocky island 
just off shore. liany of the bivalve Pipis covered the sandy floor as 
we crossed to the island. eos 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
] 
| 
| 
| 


contd pp3.° 
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HILLer's LANDING. contd... 


The Island was a tiass’of yellow Bulbine Lilies and a pink introduced 
geranium set among the gold and russett lichen covered rocks. 

It was here we found sausage blubber which has the appearance of a huge 
sausage shaped Jelly fish. Closer inspection showed yellow specks ins- 
side the jelly which prov ed to be the egg case of a small sand snail 
and not a jelly fish. the jelly was a protective case to save the egge 
from drying out. ; 


Returning to the coatline we walked to the mangrove swamp. 
The mangroves on Wilson's Promontory are the southernmost mangroves in 
the world. (This information surprised us all). Because of the situation 
the: trees are rather stunted in their growth. liansrove seeds have a 
hard time trying to germinate in the mud flats with the tide washing 
in and out every day so they develop several fleshy leaves while still 
attached to the parent tree, they are then able to srow and sain anch- 
orage to the mud before being washed out to sea. We coul see the aerial 
roots of the mangroves with their ends above the water. 
Along the beach were large bushes of Boobialla Giyoporum _insulavre) 
in flower. 

We then retraced our steps to the waiting cars and back to our 
lodges . 


Pearl Reeves. 


SHRUB iYRTLES OF WILSO'S PROMONTORY. 


Excluding 14 tree species belonging to this family(13 eucalypta 
and Lilly-pilly) there are twelve species of myrtles on Wilson's Prom- 
Ontory but three of ‘these we did not see on this visit( or I did not) . 
The species we did see made an unforgettable contribution to the wealth 
of flowers which made November 1st to 8th 1980 memorable - as it should 
be memorable since it was a gathering to commemorate the hundredth ann- 
iversary of the first meeting of the Field Naturalist's Club of Victo- 
ria, the last of several celebrations this year. igi 


. The myrtles were not first seen at the promontory entrance, but 
much-sooner. As we drove through the green South Gippsland hills low 
bushes of Prickly Teatree were almost dazzling white, the branches 
hidden by cupped flowers with shell-like petals as bright as if’ enam- 
elled, wet with the softness of living flowers. Altogether we saw two 
Daperbarks;, five teatrees, a kunzea and one of the promontory'’s two 
bottlebrushes, but only 4 of these before we reached the park boundary. 
In wet places along the roadside the Svamp Paperbark screw tall, with 
dark narrow leaves and short brushes of frost~-white flowers, and often 
the equally tall Scented Paperbark with broad, short, pointed leaves, 
almost olive green, and slightly larger brushes of cream or very pale 
yellow flowers. In many places there was another teatree, the tall and 
Sraceful Burgan with light green leaves and young red stems; its small 
abundant flowers white, sometimes with tiny red centres, sometimes yell- 
OW. We were on the coastal plain when we came to the first White 
Kunzea. . 

contd... PP4. 
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SHRUB UYRTLES-OF WILSOI'* SPROIUONTORY contd... 


" Smell the honey “, I said , somewhere near Fish Creek " its as sweet 
as gum blossom". 

To me it was © a foretaste of the promontory , for the flowers. and honey 
scent of White Kunzea had been everywhere on my first visit to tidal 
River. The other myrtles we saw later, in abundance, but on this visit, 
as before it was White Kunzea that was most abundant of all. 


It grew in tall hedges on the way home from Tongue Point, and dwa- 
rfed to 30-60 cm high by saltwinds in the heather near Tidal Overlook. 
Its scent and beauty were with us on every excursion though it was unus- 
ual to see it in the forests. It was, in November, the flower of the 
Promontory, always beautiful, with crowded white flovers often hiding 
the leaves and reaching out in white “fingers” several centimetres long, 
as we passed by. 

Insects were especially fond of its nectar, and Bogong iioths kept up | 
mazy dances above it in the sunshine. : 


Though Prickly featree and Burgan had been with us as we drove 


tovard the Promontory we did not notice the other teatree species until 
some time after we entered the national park. 


Silky Teatree ia a shrub of sandy places and was the most abundant 
species on the coastal heaths. It may be anything from 30 cm - 2metres 
high. In the rather dry e; zposed heathlands it vas a low shrub with soft 
foliage, silky with fine hairs so duller than that of other species, 
its abundant flowers smaller and less dazzling white than Prvciely, Tea— 
tree, or sometimes a delicate pink with deeper pink buds. 


- The other two teatrees are tall shrubs or sometimes small trees. 
Woolly Teatree, the smaller of the two, is a lover of swamps and grows 
with the two paperbarks on the edge of Tidal River, its small leaves 
silky grey and its late flowers white, with a hint of red where the. 
calyx shows between the petals, for it is often red inside, though alw-- 
ays woolly grey outside. 


It is the taller Coastal Teatree which cives Tidal River camping 
ground its special character od secluded shelter even when it is crowded. 
Everywhere you see gnarled ‘trunks and branches crowned with smooth 
blunt, grey-creen leaves and cupped white flowers. IN September the 
camp seems to have walls and avenues hung with the lemon-yellow catkins. 
of Prickly iioses, but in November the Coast Teatree is dominant. 


And last there was Lemon Bottlebrush, rooted in deep rock crevices. 
toward the top of iit Oberon, with large cream or pale yellow brushes 
above its broad tough leaves, or growing beside the Sealers Cove track. 
There the bushes were tall, with large and stately brushes: pale against 
a background of ferns. ie: ; aM: 


Jean Galbraith. 


° 


A its sit of Ue s referred to in the above artt Sole. 48 on page 5. 
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SHRUB HYRTLES OF MILSOIl' Ss PROMONTORY. 


Prickly Teatree nts Leptospermun juntpertinun 
Svanp Paperbark ete ietaleuca ertetfotlia: 
Seented Paperbark i Letaleuea squarrosa 
Burgan Leptospermum phylteotdes 
Whtte Kunzez Kunaea angigua 

Sttky Teatree Leptospernum inyrstnotdes 
Woolly Teatreec Leptospernun Lantgerum 
Coast Teatree Leptospernun taevigatum 


Lenon Bottlebrush : Callistemon pallidus 


THE DAY AT TONGUE POTIT. - 


g How it rained! It rained all Sunday morning - no excursion (but 

- we had pictures to make up) but on ilonday the sun shone -- the hills. — 
weré blue: - the whole promontory was shining and we set out for Tongue 
Point. : : 

r Driving to Darby Saddle the road was flanked by bushes of Kunzea; 
Teatree and melaleuca sparklins in the sunshine. 7 
At DArby Saddle we set off along the track to Tongue Point, which was 
lined by Casuarina, Banksia and Eucalypt species. Underneath the trees 
was a variety of orchids, among them Caladenea reticulata ( an unusual 
form), Caladenea carnea, C.latifolia,. C.angustata. a hie sags 
Of the Greenhoods there were —weros v8 foliosa, (Slender. Greenhood) 
P.nana, P.plumosa (Bearded Greenhood). There were many other leaves. 
of Chiloglottis gunnii (Common Bird-orchid) and some flowers.of the same. 


A small: dark blue toadstool created much interest, this was almost 
certainly Leptonia boninensis. There.jere other varieties of fungi but 
another of interest tas the Banksia Fungus: (Encoelia. toomaensis) which 
we were told is on every species of Banksia in Victoria, ae 


Ss Through the trees we could see the blue sea and islands off the 
Promontory as far.as Rodondo Island. A small detour to Sparkes: Lookout 
gave more wonderful views of the coastline and islands. It was here that 
meny relaxed-and had lunch in the sunshine. 


Some kept walking on to Lookout rocks, where one could look south 

"towards Leonard Point and the offshore islands. The lookout area was a 

delightful 6né for lunch and resting our weary legs. Mere there was a 

large patch of the luminous fungus (Pleurotus nidiformis) at the base 

of old trees. Later in the evening a piece of the fungus was displayed 
and we could see it shining dimly in the darkened hall. 


At where the forest opened out to give a wide view over the sea, 


White Blderberry (Sambucus saudichaudiana) was spectacular with its 
broad heads of flowers and delicate leaves against the rocks. 


CONLG ts DDI Ure 
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THAT DAY AT TONGUE POTiIT. contd... 


The track continued on through Casuarina forest and banks of 
Snow Daisy-bush (Olearia lirata). The casuarinas were almost like appine 
forest with a brown carpet of needles over the path and far away through 
the trees. Some-of the trees were golden-brown with male catkins and 
others dotted with tiny crimson cones which were the female flowers. 


As we descended toward Tongue Point we prosressed through a wond- 
erful heathland, and a different multitude of flowers. Silky Teatree 
(L.myrsionoides), and a pale pink form of Silky Teatree, Coast Teatree 
(L.laevicatum), with the sweet smelling Kunzea as always plentiful, and 
everything was dwarfed by the constant sea winds. the Kunzea was alive 
with Bogong iloths coming and going and feasting on the nectar filled 
flowers. Creamy--yellow Gompholobiuin heugelii contrasted with purple 
- Twining. Fringed-lily and Olearia ciliate,. There were also Correa reflexa 
and yellow flowers of Cone Bush (Isonogon ceratophyllus), Platylobiun ~ 
obtusangulun, Dilliynia glabberima,D.scricia and three species of Hibb- 
ertia ~.the bushy Silky Guinea-flovery sericea, Bundled Guinea-flower 
(H.fasciculata)and trailing little Prickly guinea~flower (H.acicularis) 
The Olearia ciliata had bright mauve daisy-like flowers and 1s a bush 
only about 30 ecm high and looks like a Bracnycome. 


As we approached the heathland and amongst the flowers the crass 
trees were like fountains of nale~sreen and tthere the path to Darby 
_ River joined the one by which we had come there were severai bushes of 
the Prickly Geebung (Persoonia juniperina).the bushes had neither flov-- 
ers nor berries probably due to the dry season. © alla Fae Paseet 


All along the way from where we besan the walk until. we reached the 
cars we saw bright mauve flowers of Pink Bell(Tetratheca ciliata) bushes 
nibbled down by wallabies or rabbits, usually to a few centimetres high. 


Along the way we were entranced by the views of the ocean, rocks 
(which were brick-red due to the lichen which grows over them) and the 
white sand, all enhanced by the sunshine. A seal.was observed in the 
water on the south side of Tongue Point. . Oe 


» From Tongue Point we could see Darby Beach which was near our final 
meeting place and seemed to be a lons way off, but the prospect of ret- 
-urning by a path as long as the one by which we had come spurred us on 
to a much easier way home to Darby river. this was through more Casuarina 
_. forest and looking down over the greenery to the shimmering water and 

| sandy beaches, — ad: 6S) 

| Along this section.were more orchids and other flowers we had not 
seen on our morning walk. there was Golden Senecio lautus , purple 

_ Swainsonia lessertiifolia and Thomasia petalocalyx and pink tipped Satin 
_ Everlastings (Helichrysum leucopsidium) and some large bells of .Red 
Correa (C.reflexa). A rather steep downward slope led us to the welcone 
Darby River and transport to our cars and home after a memorable day 
cto Tongue Point. 


. kePadfietd. 
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REJOICIIG Ti] THE RATil. 


It hain't no use to grumblé and complane; 
It's jest as cheap and easy to rejoice . - 
When God sorts out the weather and sends rain, 
Wty rain's my choice.” 


i 


S 
ical resignation as poet James whitcomb Riley but it was easy to rejoice 
in the rain on Wilson's Promontory, particularly when installed in a com- 
fortable lodge complete with gas fire and inner spring beds! Ilot only 
was it easy to rejoice, but there was so much to rejoice about during 
that rather rainy week on the Prom. 


There was the delight of blue misty mountains and olive-green timb- 
ered hills} shrubs tipped with russet and amber and sold, and masses of 
White Kunzea all sweet and honey--scented and fresh as dew. There was the 
sea, ranging in colour from dull pewter on the horizon to deep aquamarine 
in the sandy granite-guarded coves. There was the granite - massive grey 
crags, rounded boulders, poised rocks, jagged tors - everywhere blendine 


a oc? 


with sea and sky and mountain heathland. 


ti 
i 
p 
i 
a 


—- 


There was the joy of standing alone in the rain on Windy Saddle and 
watching lit Ramsay perform a sort of "Dance of the Seven Veils”. 
Cloud mist scudded across the saddle revealing glimpses of the hidden 
mountain - a smooth bare shoulder of granite, a thicket covered hillside, 
a stand of gaunt.trees on the sky-line . . . Herie, but beautiful. 


a 


I didn't continue along the track leading from the saddle to Seal- 
ers Cove, but returned and found Eric and the Brewsters waiting to show 
me a Spotted Pardalote's nest. WE had noticed the pair of birds on the 
Way up but had lost sight of them before they could lead us to the nest; 
however as my companions passed the spot on the vay back, one of the 
diminutive parents obligingly popped out of the nestins hole in the bank 
beside the track. Several other Spotted Pardalotes as well as Yellow 
Robins and. Silvereyes were found nesting during the veek. 


eT EE ee en er ee 


=v 1s 


: Despite the fact that apnroximately 150 Pield ilaturalists were tran- 
bang the tracks of the Prom, all happy and extremely vocal, our members | 
trom the Latrobe Valley Club listed 65 speeies of birds. 


Emus were probably the first species noted on entering the Promont- 
Ory as they are usually to be seen in the region of Yanakie Isthmus. 
They were not normally found there but were introduced early this century! 


ik 


re aera 


Crescent Honeyeatere and OLive Whistlers were frequently heard, but 
Parely observed. The Olive Whistler turned up in several different habit-_ 
ats - it's shy, clear piping, "Gee, I’m prtt-ee-ee-ee" could be heard j 
hot only in Lilly PIlly Gully, but also in coastal thickets and even near 
the top of Mt Oberon. 


liost of the species common to Gippsland were seen- Blue ‘Wrens, 
White-browed Scrub-wrens, Brown and Striated Lhornbills, Scarlet, Flame, 
and Yellow Robins, White-throated Tree Creepers, Grey Fantails etc. i 
BOth the Rufous Fantail and Beautiful Firetail were Found in LIlly PIlly 


Gully. J. Lubel:e 
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REPORT OF COUNITTER UELTIUG HELD OVTIBER 26th 1980. 


A request for a representative to attend a meeting at Yinnar South re 
Morwell Hattonal Park borders vegetatton was recetved. 
itr Erte Lubeke to attend the meeting on our behalf. 


FIHVANCE. Due to major repairs on the Gestetner duplteator, whitch prints 

the ilaturalist , we learned of a rather embarrasing ftnanetal sttuattion. 

We had not enaugh money to pay our debts. Tha Comntttee responded by 

paytng advanee subseripttons to overcome the sttuatton. 

Iii vtew of thts the Prestdent gave notice that at the Annual ieeting 

he utll move that the subsertpttons he ratsed. 

We were to vevtew the costs of the naturalist during the year, but this 

had not been done, we thought we would be able to cover things unttl the 
Annual ifeeting. f 


Secretary advised that the meeting place had been arranged for 1981. » 
HOst felt that we had a very suttable meeting place. 


’ 


It was decided that in future the conmtttee meetings would be held . 
on the Wednesday evening Repone the meeting. Sore members have other 
neetings which often clash vith our meeting on Tuesday eventing. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
C.C.V ilewsletter and ineeting agenda. . 
ALCOA objection, S.G.A.P Havoondah Group fan steve 


CONSERVATION CO-ORDIIATOR. 

ies Thonpson reported that negottattois are t1 pro 
of fenee at the Traralgon South Reserve as pt 
area as well as their own allotted area. PROS ; 
We heard the submisston to the L.C.C. ve the South Ctppstand Study Area. 
Bhis was 14 typed pages but well worth lis stenting to. 

lirs Thompson sounds a lot of time researentig and urtting these submiss- 
tons on our behalf. There ts a ftle of all subnisstons avatlable for 
members to look at tf they so desive.Contact Secretary for these. 


ress for some form 
s are usting the 


The next committee meeting will be held on Vednesday January 14th at 


the home of tirs Peterson 14 Barry Street, loruell at 7.30 pii. d 
SUPPER ROSTER January 16th PA? phen, . : ‘ 
Volunteers wanted to ftll list. Fe 
REJOICIUG Til HE in arttele by J.Lubeke witl be conttnued tn 
REN ict icine as well as sore other artteles about the Proii. 


ee iBgak. 
nd .@ VEPRY- CERISTIUAS to atl our readers. . pom 
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7.50pm on 4th Friday 
each nonth, at 


Reatonal Edueatton Buitl- 


ding, Kirk Street _lMOZ . 


8.00pi on Ist FPrtday 
each month, Room 33 
Conttnutng Eduecatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


Traralgon F.1.C. lier J.Stott 8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
48 Gilmour Street each month, at L.V. 
TRARALGOW 3644 Edueattonal Servtce 


Butldong, Traralgon 
(Kosetusko St Sehoot) 


iir J.Brooks 

3 ilobel Street 
Warragul 3820° 
‘phone 231563 
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COluING FVziTS. 


WARRAGUL 2.1. C. sie 3 
IEEE: STE 16th 


Nembexs i REE 


LATROBE VALLEY fF. see Ak eae 
MEETING: _ Friday January 16th 


_ Hembers Night, Bring slides of 2 
Tear net ae ee es interest. 4 
EXCURSION  CAiPOUT January 24, 25, (26 to It Bau Bow - 


If not already Deeipieeai! there may be some vacancies. 
Contact Secretary for details. 
fhe lodge wttl be wake irons 5.00 Pit on Prtday 2ard January. 


| SPECIAL uBETING ee February 13th | 

Dr E. Turner tlt give a ‘talk on the Raturat History oe Ss. cE. china. 
“Please invite your friends to this interesting evening. ae 

7 This meeting ut not be ineluded in ‘progranme list as it. SS 
vill have pa ed when the programe ts a Poe ted ta n February Haturalist 
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VREVTOLOTHGH TNOTHED RADNOR eee Contd: 


Yellow-tailed Dlack Cockatoos were fairly common. A Peregrine 
Falcon was sighted near Tongue Point. Common Bronzewings, Grey Butcher- 
birds, a female Rufous Whistler anda Brush Cuckoo were the most inter-- 
esting birds seen during our excursion to Miller's Landing. The calls of 
the Fan-tailed cuckoo and both Norsefield and golden Bronze cuckoos 
were heard in most places. — ung ta 


The well fed denizens of tidal river Camping Park.- Silver Gulls, 
Crimson rosellas and Little Wattle-birds ~ are incredibly tame. 
The Wattle Birds and Rosellas even came peering hopefully through the 
glass of the floor-length windows of our lodse in search of a handout. 


The Crimson Rosellas have a rather disconcerting habit which they 
display as you walk unsuspectingly about the park. You are likely to 
suddenly notice one of them coming at you head-on, zooming in like a 
fighter pilot. Just as you are about to duck , the " Red Baron" will 
veer up and over your head or swerve round a shoulder. (I have noticed 
similar behaviour in the White~plumed Honeyeaters that feed at the nect- 


ar bottle in my garden). 


Perhaps even the birds on 'ilson's Promontory find it easy to rej- 
Oice. I like to think so anyway. 
June Lubcke. 


SO OL LL CR nna enn LA A Ce CO A CL LL CL CCC ECA CET 


PHAUKYOU. 

Apart from those beauties of mountain and sea, and forest, flowers 
and birds whieh refresh any visitors to lttson's Promontory, the F.i.C.V 
Centenary visit by their members and about 10 affiltated clubs owe much 
to the people who took part in tt. 


There were observant naturalists, learners discovering more and 
none of the beauty of the natural world, and One of the beauty of the 
natural world, and mony enthusaistie people sharing discoveries. 

All added to the pleasure which all share. Raeee MR etaa gee 

We all depended on iJarte Allender; planning, organtaing, and adapt 
ing to ehanging weather , and on Dr. tillts shartirg generously his TOs 
ledge of fungi and flovers, trees and siiells and promontory EFA) gq 
well as giving us tuo delightful evening talks tllustrated with fine 
slides. . : F e 
It is impossible to list all we ove to the members of the Hattonatl 
Parks Service for talks, slides, the memorable “Park Speetacular™ which 
entailed the sinultaneous use of 3 serecis, for driving us tn 4 wheel 
drive vehicles into places otherwise tnaccessthle tn the time we had, 


and helping us in every way Possible, ny any THEI! ALL. 


oneanenaenenineevtnecnasSuSenesnnceneensarueinseneneaesteaiflihefvabathaset—s ts eSneseaserye-ssssnast acer oes ee 
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FIRE Til THE SOUTHEAT AUSTRALIAN FNuVIROIWILT. 
Til RELATIONSHIP TO FUEL REDUCTION BURNIIG. 
Talk by lir C.lfuller 24/10/ 80 


The cause of most wildfires can be directly related to lightning 
strikes or the activities of man, and contrary to the beliefs of many 
Australians, fire is a_natural clement of. our environment. In fact, 
fire has been a natural selection pressuré for a long period of time 
over which the Australian vegetation has eyolved.. 


lip iuller gave several examples of Augtralian native plants and 
forest types that rely on fire for regeneration. The ‘alpine‘forest, 
like that found at lit Baw Baw, is one adapted to a total burn that all- 
ows preparation of a good seedbed. Heat froin the fire enhances opening 
of seed capsules that provide seed for the next generation. In contrast 
the mixed coastal forest eucalypts are tuned to more frequent lower int- 
ensity fires that cause epicormic shoots to develop. However, if a very 
hot fire does occur, epicormic buds may be killed in which case basal 
shoots develop(coppicins).The fire also induces heavy .seed fall onto 
a prepared (burnt) seedbed and so promotes seedling reseneration. 


Some native legumes are renownec for their hard seed coat and lie 
dornant. until heat treatment cracks it. In nature this heat treatment . 
is provided by fire. - Bi 


Panksias are also adapted to fire for regeneration. Slides showed 
clearly illustrated the effect of fire on opening ‘of the seed pods. 
Dead, ‘but unburnt pods, were slightly open but not enough to shed seed, 
whereas burnt pods were completely open and had shed their sced. 

The dried flowers of banksias contain highly inflammable material and 
this is. thought to be an adaption that actually encourages fire around 
the seed pods. Lis net 


A Geebung was shown that had been well and truly burnt yet had re- 
generated well in advance of adjacent eucalypt epicormic shoots.° — 


Grass trees only flower when their leaves are removed and fire is 
the natural agent that does this. Such an .adanption leads to intermitt- 
ent flowering that hides development of a suppressive insect population 
attracted to the flowers. 


Fire is therefore not a disaster to vegetation and the orisinal 
state of vegetation can soon be regained. Heathland communities in par- 
ticular recover very rapidly(in terms of ground cover) from fire and 
many flowers can be seen that are normally masked by other vegetation. 
In some cases fire allows the full floristic potential of the comunity: 
to be reached. It has been found that fire has little effect on the nun-. 
ber of species in a community but can markedly change their relative 
abundance - this in turn changes with fire, ; a 


‘ contd pp3 Ni tuiaee 
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FIRE Ti) THE SOUTHEAST AUSTRALIAIN Bil VIROUCBIT contd. ... 


If fia Ae not harmful to natural pliant communities, we nicht — 
then ask , ‘Why control fire ?" The simple answer is that man wants 
to live in the environment also. Fire can cause loss of stock, damage 
to Homes and much personal hardship to mention a few effects of fire 
on man. BU shfires also cause a loss of merchantable timber to which 
can be attached a large economic value. RIES, regeneration from cop-. 
picing and epicormic growth is often not favoura Spout Sau log product- 
ion. In these situations jiir liuller saw a possible role for chipping. 
Such an operation could clear the burnt area of otherwise unmerchant- 
able timber and either facilitate site preparation for planting of see- 
dlings or through elimination of damaged regrowth, and the ensuing stems 
of poor (low EMS) form, increase the value of the receneration. © 


Fire requires three essential elements : oxygen, heat and fuel 
and can be extinguished with water. However, although it is feasible 
to control urban fires with water this alternative is largely excluded 
with large bushfires. Oxygen and heat are beyond control so bushfire 
control is aimed at reducing the fuel available. 


TQ dllustrate the importance of fuel reduction in bushfire eonccol 
attention was drawn to the effect of fuel quantity on fire intensity . 
and rate of spread. A graph showed that the rate of spread and intens- 
ity are directly proportional to the weight of fuel and the. HELENE of 
fuel squared respectively. 


In other words, a doubling of fuel quantity esuites in Aswinsine of ‘the 


a 


rate of spread and quadrupling of the intensity. 


The effects of fire on veectation are related to the weather, fire 
intensity and fire frequency. nae ts 


Weather. isvimportant in the tining of fuel reduction burning. 
If a burn resulting in an: almost bare soil surface is folloted by heavy 
rains (e.f. summer thunderstorms) serious soil erosion can occur. A 
Quick. revegeation minimizes such problems. IN autumn and early spring 
when fuel reduction burning is carried out the soils are warm and moist- 
and ground cover re--establishes rapidly. ‘The VF.C.favours autumn burning 
but insufficient resources, some fuel types and: unfavourable CUBE wea- 
thernecessitates spring burnings in some cases. 


Frequency of burning affects the longterm survival of many species 
For example, mountain ash requires a fire frequency between 70 and 350 
years as seed production is insufficient for survival of from younger 
than 70 or older than 350 year old trees. Drier forest types.are adapted 
to more frequent fires. In the Holey Plains area. controlled fires are 
Planned at a frequency of 5 years, but only. strategic areas are subject- 
ed to this frequency such as areas of high risk (e.g. adjacent to main 
roads or pine plantations) whereas areas of low risk(centrally located) 
may never be burnt. Such a pian will lead to a diversity of aze classes. 


contd. .pp. 
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High intensity fires lead to a scorching of foliage, intense 
leaf fall and rebuilding of the fuel load over a two or three year 
period. As a result low intensity fires are desired that ‘remove fuel 
from the forest floor but don't encourage its replacement. 


It was pointed out that little is known of the long term effects 
of rep-ated low intensity fires on vegetation, but lim liuller felt we 
could not afford to wait for the answers or a big fire would remove 
the fuel for us. Such answers require constant collection of inform- 
ation over a lons period of time. He thought the collection of such 
infornation could form the basis of an interesting and rewarding proj- 
ect for the club. 


lie italler's talk was well supported by slide material and enjoyed 


Philip J.Smethurst. 


HOLEY PLATIS LXCURSTIO!N 25/10/80 


We met our ecxursion leader and speaker of the previous evening, 
Me Chris liuller at Gormandale, we also met tir Peter Lawrence, recently 
appointed Ranger of the Holey Plains fational Park who was also to 
accompany us. 


‘iy Muller took us along the Yarram Road into the forest at Shields 
Road to our first stop on the Old Rosedale Road. About four weeks prev~- 
ious and under suitable conditions the Forestry Commission staff began 
a fuel reduction burn of the east side of the road. This resulted in 
burning most of the understorey, but the larger shrubs and trees escaped 
with singed leaves to a height of 1-2 metres. Leaf fall was minimal and 
small trees were already showing coppice shoots. Some areas of under~ 
growth with insufficient fuel to sustain the fire remained unburnt and 
green. The objective of a "cool burn" to protect the forest trees had 
been achieved. Later on the same day however, a fire vas started on 
the west side of the road by a suspected arsonist. The higher ambient 


temperature and a strong west wind were then apparent. this resulted in 
a hot fire which totally burnt out all the undergrowth and singed the 
leaves of the tallest cucalypts. The soil was burned to a depth of 2-3 
centimetres thereby destroying the seeds and roots of most plants. 

this often changes the soil structure, Causing the appearance of a diff- 
erent family of plants. This was an example of a “hot burn" and the re- 
sultingleaf fall would again place this a fire risk block. 


Here Mr lUller explained the techniques used for control burns and 
back burning fire breaks. He stressed the importance of wind direction, 
ait temperature, the amount and type of fuel and terrain when using 
these techniques. 

contd....pp 5 
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HOLEY PLATIS EXCURSIOI. contd... 


Then followed a demonstration of various fire lighting and incen-~ 
diary devices which could be either used from the ground or from the 
air by helicopter or fixed-wing aircraft. Of particular interest was 
the development of the early rudimentary { field equipment first used for 
propelling fire lighters into inaccessable areas from the Tground. 

These were later modified and improved for dropping incendiary devices 
from aircraft, thus making it a safer and speedier operation. 


At Little Tower Hill te looked back -at the sites inspected. 
As the mosquitoes here were:‘pers sistant and hungry we moved on to lunch 
at Box Track. A short walk afteruards brought us to an area “hot burned" 
some 12 months ago. 


The Geass Trees (Xanthorrhoea australis ) were flowering, but the 
Banksias were ;pather sot Te See Ea liilk-maids and Stndews 
were also in flower and a Flying Glnaie=ewreline (Calean na major) was much 
admired and photographed, 


Next stop vas the Wildf lower Reserve on Line-pit Road, and in the | 
undergrowth the pink form of Leptospernun uum Tiynsinoides , Danpiera stricta 
and Golden Grevillea (G.chrys Sonneceo) a vere in flowers 
Across the’ voad were Spider Orchids, Vanilla. Lily and the Red Beans 
orchid (Calochilus paludosus). By the roadside the children TON: foss= 
ilized shells in the imestons boulders oe 


Our final stop on Rosedale Road had suffered a " warm fire some 
two years ago but showed’ a profusion of Wedding Bush (Ricinocarpos pini- 
folius) Love Creeper (Comesperma yolubile) ; ;Pink Heath (Epacris impressa) 
Prickly Guinea Flower (CERDDEn ES Sanielam eet Gompholobium heugelii, 
and many Banksia and eucalynps Saplings. 


iW 


Her cuvereneniced our leader, chris, and wished him and his:family a 


Sefe return home to Bairnsdale. i 
Ken lieDonaltd. 


eas RE DAY BAY PEERED» TAU AAD Agee On. B= BbeneaG SSL Sash 2 


oy neta y 
he lodge. wtLt pe open froi 5500. pin On. Precday 25rd ; 
co st pep night $4.00 per BEIRE. use of faetiittes only for day 


~° 


visitors: $2. 00 ‘per day.. 


Phe: eye ts Saini pa ~ custery. Crockery, Gaoee Laud Pais 
ae, 9 Stoves wtth oven. : 
igi Sood tte id Bey aie and BRR NOS ype Cees 


You will need to bring... Food, sheets , Blankets, Tovels 
pang hp: % Tea. Touels, Dish: vashing material ete. 


There are no corner shops at Baw Bay so cheek your Lists carefully. 


And we wish all a good weekend. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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THE WALK TO: WATERLOO BAY. 

Thanks to the rangers who-drove us to where the walking track 
leaves the lighthouse road(and took those going to the lighthouse almost 
to their destination) the trip to Waterloo Bay and back was an easy walk 
of 5 kilometres, or it was easy except for the last " black mud water~ 
falls ". as: someone aptly described them. they were negotiated by most 
of the party, though a few of us, doubtful whether we could keep our 
footing in the steep mud were content with a view of the bay from a car- 
pet of heathland fiowers at the top of the first | us waterfall Lies 


Apart from that last part the track was easy and well-graded. 
It traversed two distinct plamt communities, first woodlands of either — 
Drooping Sheoak or Coast Teatree, the first especially with no under~-... 
growth, but a carpet of brown needles on which footsteps tere silent. 
The gnarled branches of Coast..Teatree with their blue-green roof of 
leaves allowed more light to filter through than the dense growth of. 
Sheoak, so there was usually more undergrowth under the teatree. 


The woodland paths crossed several small crecks and their surrounding 
bogs by long wooden bridges. Ferns and mosses grew there; the small 
Fairies: Aprons and tall forked Sundew, and on some banks Bushy Clubmoss 
grew, ..30 cm high or more , like miniature pine trees with. vivid green 
mossy foliaze, and erect green "tails " of fruiting bodies. © 


A minor excitement was the sight of a small snake in ‘the shallow 
water -- a tfhite-~lipped Snake we thought , but no one was sure. 


Next came the higher ground of the wind pruned heaths, and we were 
reminded of the heathlands on the way to ii¢ller's Landing, though the 
composition of the two differs a little. Bright flowers grew amongst a | 
30-40 cm scrub of Silky Teatree (taller in. hollows) with delicate “uhite 
or pink flowers. ‘There was some late. Common Heaths, primrose flowers. of 
Karralla, and big red or apricot pea-flowers of Downy Wedge-pea; several 
species of bright yellow guinea flower and brown and yellow parrot-pea; 
magenta pink Hairy Pink-bell and Heath iiilkvort, with occasional Blue- 
spike liilkwort, which someone described aptly (anyway when in bud) as 
" grape-hyacinth like “. The dwarf Fringed Daisy-bush with its bright 
mauve flowers, and red Correa, so abundant toward liiller's Landing, were 
rare in the Waterloo.Bay heaths but added an occasional new colour to 
the rainbow of heathland flowers. 

There were few orchids ~- 4 species that I remember, but none abundant. 


Scientific names in the order they appear in the text. 

Drooping ‘Sheoak- Casuartia stricta Guinea, RLougrs . (isbbe etia) 
Coast Teatree - Leptospermum juntpertnun “ys: cakes 
gmall Fairies Aprons Utricularia latertflora I. serteea, Il. faseteulata 
Porked Sundev- Drosera binata — : 11. procumbens. 

Bushy Clubmoss- Lycopodiuini deutrodensum  Parrot-peas (Dilluynia) 

Silky Teatree- Leptospermum myrstnotdes D.sertcea .D.glaberrina 


Common Heath - Epacris impressa Hatvy Piink-bettl RECA 
Kavatla - Gompholobiun heugelit  teath lélkvort _Conesperna eribtatin® 
Downy Wedge-pea-G.ecoststuii. Blue--sptke iittkvort -C.calymega 


Fringed Datsy--bush -Olearia ciltata 
Correa-C.rubra. 
Jean Galbratth. 
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HMORVELL WATIOUAL PARK 


Saturday 29/11/80 saw some seventeen: members of L.V.F.N.C. arrive 
at Morwell National Park at about midday. After lunch and perusal of 
some magnificent photography, belonging to myself and iir Bart Sterken- 
burg and discussion on the world's most dangerous animal, i.e. man, the 
walk commenced at about 1.15 pm. The walk had progressed only about 20 
metres when Olearia ramulosa, (Twiggy Daisy bush) ves discovered, we 
missed however Cassytha melantha( Coarse Dodder--laurel). A little fur- 
ther on we found a Senecio, these caused some dissention among the. 
ranks, it was Senecio hispidulus (Rough Fireveed), 2 other Senecios were 
found, S.glomeratus and S. biserratus,( Annual and Jagged Fireweed). 
Geranium potentilloides (Cinauefoil Cranesbill) a small but attractive. 

little plant was added to the list. iirs Lyndon led us down to view the 
Butterfly orchid Sarcochilus australis and the foot bridge over the 
creek. Miss Galbraith recalled the times before the bridge, when she 
scrambled down the hill using the vecetation as a handrail. 


We proceeded along foster's Gully track., where Plantago coronopus 
(BUck's-horn Plantain) Hydrocotyle laxiflora (Stinking Pennywort) and 
Rumex pulcher (Fiddle Dock) were found. lirs LUbcke and Barry Traill spo-~ 
tted a Rose Robin with food in its mouth and a chase ensued, most of us 
viewed it before it took off. We wandered further and saw a Wedge-tailed 
Eagle's nest, a Blackbird's nest and two Koalas. We stopped at Lyndon‘s 
Cleaning for a rest, then continued the walk. Olceria~phtogopappa 
(Dusty Daisy~bush) was the next inclusion along with Acrotriche prostr- 
ata(Trailins Ground Berry),Gastrodia sesamoides ( Cinnamon Bells) ,sounds 
Better than Potato Orchid, Was in flower, also the remaining Chilloglo- 
ttis gunnii (Common Bird Orchid). i Wall found some weevils, two of ~ 
which were mating. This was the only find pertaining to our talk the | 
night before. We saw a large white cilled fungi, one of the Amanita 
Species, and a grey shrike-thrush's nest. Out on the firebreak we ‘found 
quite a few types of grasses and sedges among them Juncus pallidus : 
(Pale Rush), Juncus fockei(Slender Joint-leaf Rush), Anthoxanthum odor- 
atum ( Sweet Vernal-crass) and Cynosurus cristatus (Crested doc's-tail). 
Further down the hill we found three Dipodium punctata spikes (Hyacinth 
Orchid) and Cassytha pubescens (Downy Dodder--laurel). | 


We returned to the car park after a thoroughly pleasant day, it 
appeared that it was a long time since many of the field nats had visi-~ 
ted the park and we hope that they will use the area that lirs Lyndon - 
and her colleagues fousht so hard to attain, more often. The walk fini-~ 
Shed at about 4.30 pm thus making a 3% hour walk out of a 1 hour one} 


The Sunday following the walk I was lucky enough to see a male and 
female Satin Flycatcher feeding on the farebreak. Olearia myrsinoides 
(Silky Daisy~busH) was found the following day on the Stringy bark walk. 
ONSAturday ¢?12/80 Jim Catterwell and Myself found Caleana major (Fly- 
ing Duck Orchid), 43 flowering heads scattered in a large area, and 
Brunonia australis (Blue Pinecushion). Caleana major was a most exciting 


Evan Jones. . 
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‘FOREST FUTOUOLOGY 
fre, Tatk by iir F.ileumann eae 


Tiemesas are comprised of trees, shrubs ana herbaceous plants,and-. 
theyoccur either naturally or at man's dis secretion. The range of tree 
species may vary, depending on climate. topography , nutrient status of 
soils and on economic denands in the case of man~nade forest. Forests 
provide ideal habitats for various types of aninals, including marnnal 
birds, reptiles and a multitude of insects. The study of these insects 
is termed forest entomolocy. 


Forest Services in Australia 2and in most overseas countries, emp- 
loy forest entomologists, who study the diversity of the insect fauna 
in forests, habitat requirement of insects, insect functions, the types 
of damaging insects, as well as ways and means of controlling them.’ 
The insects are the most diverse and successful. group of animals known 
to man. liope than 75 per cent of all animals are insects, and they are 
now.establhished in all terrestrial environments. Fresh water habitats 
are also’ vich.- in insect life, but salt water environments are hot.. 
Insects are: comparatively ancient-creatures. For example, the ancestors 
of todays dragon and damsel flies (order :Odonata) lived during. the 
Carboniferous period of geological time, about 300 million years «apo. 


In Australia and elsewhere, insects are abundant in the tropics, 
sub-tropica and in temperate regions. Streams, ponds, forest debris, 
any. litter, trees and shrubs support many insects. About 105,000 species 
-dare believed to occur in Australia, but only about half of ‘hese. have 
been fully identified and described. The tropical rainforests of. Coas- 
tal Queensland are believes to harbour many thousands of insect species, 
which still require to be identified and studied. 


Forests are being exploited by insects for food, shelter and breed- 
ing sites. On single trees, insects may inhabit and feed on roots, bark, 
soods leaves, seeds and capsules. Because of specialization in feeding, 
insects may be conveniently grouped into leaf > Seeders, meris tematic ins- 
ects and wood borers. 


: Among leaf feeding insects are leaf chewers, 1 

‘gap. “suckers and gall formers. Typical examples being C tick insects 
(order: Phasinuatodea) the Christmas beetles (Coleoptera), the say flies 
(liymenoptera) , the cup moths (Lepidoptera) and lerps ( Hemiptera). 

IN Vietortan forests; the leaf chewing stick insects have been a major 
‘threat y: as. they. are capable ef defoliating large areas ‘of ash-type euc- 
alypt forest in’ jountain™ vegions. Each year, the Forésts. Comniss ion car- 
ries out supveys to ascertain the insect's distribution ‘and: abundance, 


Large populations have been controlled by arial.spraying with malathion 
insecticide, which has low persistence. In savannah™ “vzoodlands , and in 
open grassy areas, the leaf-chewing Christmas beetles, and the sap~suck- 
ing lerps, may cause significant damage to eucalypt foliage, especially 
to gum-type species such as River Red Gun and tianna Gum. Leaf miners 

and gall formers have not caused much damage in Victorian forests. 
However in the valuable jarrah forest of Western Australia, dieback and 
tree deaths have occured as a consequence of attack by leaf miners. 


keletonisers , 
S 


Gall forming insects can be a considerable nuisance in parks and sard- 
ens ,where ‘hey cause the disfigurement of branches, leaves etc. 


LATROBE VALLEY iATURALIST (3) ISSUE ilo 206 FEBRUARY 1981 
ee 
PORES? FilT0i/OLOGY CONLA tens 

liepistematic insects feed on areas of plants where growth occurs, 

i.e. on tips of roots and branches, and in the phloem-canbiun-outer 

sapwood regions of stems and branches of trees. Among wood boring inse= 

ets, the following major categories are recognized: 

a) those which initiate attack and survive only in green wood, 

b) those which attack green wood but complete their life cycle in dry 

wood, and 

c) those which ave confined to dry wood. 

Anbrosia beetle (Family:Platypodidae), jewel beetles(buprestidae). and 

powder post beetles (lyctidae) are respective examples. 

Ambrosia beetles usually attack standing or freshly felled trees in for-— 

est, jewel beetles usually infest low vosour trees or those scorched by 

fire, and powder beetles commonly feed and destroy the sapwood of fen~ 

cing timber or house frames. 


In recent years, forest entomologists have been concerned predomin- 
aantly with five lines of research, namely: taxonony, population dyna~ 
mics, autecology and control. Taxonomy deals with the description, cla~ 
ssification and naming of new species, whereas population dynamics, is 
concerned with the variations in numbers of individuals within and bet- 
ween generations of a given species. Studies into autecology concern 
insect populations in relation to their total living and non-living 
environments. The aims of such studies being to ascertain the basic bio- 
logical-characteristics of insects(life history, behaviour and reprod-.- 
uctive potential), habitat requirements and insect functions, the im- 
pact of the insect on the forest and effects of the total forest envirn-~ 
onment on the insect. Thus autecological studies sive information on 
the strengths and weaknesses of an insect, and these data are vital for 
prescribing control against a pegt. 


Insect control stratesies no longer rely on a single method of con- 
trol, but they usually encompass a range of compatible methods. 
Furthermore, cave is being taken, that useful non-tatzet species are 
Protected. For example, spraying a pest is not favoured when known pre- 
dators and insect parasitg@ds could be endangered by the spray. 

ilany outbreaks of forest insect pests can be prevented from ocecur- 
ing in the first place by usins nractices such as: ‘ 
(a) the early removal of supressed, low-vigour or dying trees: 
(b) the better selection of nursery stock for planting; 
(c) prevention of fires in forests, as fire damaged trees provide hab- 
itats for termites;and . 
(d) deliberate interplanting of several tree species in large man-made 
forests to improve forest structure. 


Monocultures are generally more susceptible to pests and diseases than 


forests consisting of a variety of tree species. One notable exception 
to this rule appears to be plantation-grown Californian radiata pine, 
which has sustained relatively little damage from insect pests. 


This situation may exist, because Australia, has few indigenous insect 
bests capable of feeding on pine. Only two introduced pests have conc- 
erned pine plantation managers, namely an introduced bark beetle, and 
the Sirex wood wasp from Southern Europe. Both of these :pests are cap- 
able of killing trees. <---> Sh a 
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FOR@ST LiTOMOLOGY contd... 


Most forest insects perform useful functions, such as aidins other 
organisms in the aeration of soils for improved oxygen flow to plant 
root systems, and in the decomposition of organic matter. The latter is 
clearly very important. because if nothing were to dic and subsequently 
break down, forests would suffer stagnation. Cross-pollination, and 

thus seed set on hardwood trees, is largely brought about by. insects, 
and a few species help in seed dispersal. Ants have been termed the gar-- 
bage collectors. in forests, and without ants, forests would not be as 


attractive to man. Predator and parasitic insects provide food for fis~ 
hes, reptiles, birds and small mammals. The preservation of an abundant 
and varied insect fauna in our forests is therefore seén as an inport- 
ant objective in forest management. nee 
- Peter Flahavin. 
a i a = eee eed 
OCTOBER ORCHIDS AP HILSOI'S PROIOIITORY. 


A feu days in our caravan at Tidal River in midOctober gave us .an 
opportunity of renewing iur acquaintance with some of. the orchids flow- 
ering at Vilson's Promontory at that tine. Sawa vacll 24 

The highlight was to again see in full flower, the garden of the. 
32 plants of Gastrodia sesamoides which we had found on previous trips. 
It was a thrill also to relocate the small clunp of Pterostylis cucull-. 
ata which, because of ita isolation, we regard as our own. It was very 
pleasing again to find a few plants of Chiloglottis cornuta. 


The other orchids we saw in flower tere: cv 
Caladenia catenata, C.clavisera Cdilatata, C.latifolia. C.reticulata, 


t peop mane 1 Reem care _~+ ; 
C. -tessellata. .Calochilus campestris, Diuris longifolia, Thelyr ; 
DEL omer rao eereery 5 pom - ne 
aristata 5 T.pubra, T,ixioides. Pterostvlis alpina, P.nana » plumosa, 


Sse SO Be 
Py parvitlora. 


"Hes found a robust Prasophyllum plant with a tall dark peduncle in. 


SEES DUCES coritegsn S20 a very pleasurable few days. 


kettu Black. + 


DO FLOWVURS SPEAK? 

Yes , in special circumstances, most assuredly ast 

I am veferring to a passase in a new book recently reviewed on: the 
A.B.Cis Scienee Bookshop. It is,"THE COMION GROUND* by Richard ilabey, 
published by Hutchinson in-association with the Nature Conservancy Coun- 
cil of Britain. It was to come on sale here also. The review Was SoO- imp- 
ressive on conservation generally that I wrote off to the U.K.-.at once 
and got my copy. The book goes fully into the philosophy behind and { of 
practical aspects of conservation of woodland, flowers, animals and binds...’ ° 
and discusses those circumstances wher conservation conflicts with, one os: 


sometimes runs parallel with forestry and agricultural practices. 


3 


contd “pp 5 
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DO FLOWERS SPEAK ? CONTA. oe 

I have never read a book on the subject which is so intense. 

In spots it is not easy to read. You have to weigh the words to get 

Richard's meaning, but there is reward every time in doing so. 


The book's vardous conclusions could not be applied directly to 
Australia ~ for instance, the virtues he brings forward for coppicing 
woodland. How imany eucalypt species would sprout abundantly and reliably 

from the stump, as the broad-leaved deciduous trees of Europe do ? : 
We do see occasionally, strons growths turning into trees but could you 


make a practice of it ? 


Nevertheless there is a great amount in this book about woodland 
and forest generally, old and younc, and its relation to the flowers 
of the forest floor. How woodland can be managed to ensure continuance 
of the flowers.. There are grim and poignant stories about failure in 
conservation and many abautsuccess and hope. 


The occasion when the flowers spoke to Richard was when he visited 
ancient Thornhaw Wood, a surviving remnant of the Royal Forest of Rock. 
ingham in Northamptonshire. Around 1865, 600 acres were cleared for cul- 
tivation leaving about 500 to preserve its descent from 7000years ago. 
Having deseribed the ill-treatnent of the last 100 years on the 500 
acres portion, he says, " it is at present a raszed and incongrous wood, 
and the evidence of the intense pressures of the last fifty years is in- 
escapable. Yet I find it a curiously heartening place. “hen you see 
that prehistoric survivor, the small ~leaved lime, continuing to. sprout 
amongst the the newly planted chestnuts, and lilies~-of-the=valley crow 
ding amongst the bracken, up to the very edge of the quarry tracks it is 
hard not.to fecl a sense of hope about the resilience of our ancient 
woods", 

Those wild lilies-of-the-valley beside the devastator's track spoke 
to Richard, “Here we are still- after all that has happened ~- one of 
the 462 species still growing in the wood -- the greatest number to be 
recorded in any single wood in Britain. Vhat kind of ancestry is that?” 

In the next paragranh Richand sounds a warning. It would be dang~ 
crous, however, to be complacent, he says. 

The book has fascinatine illustrations throushout but it is not 
Overloaded with them. It stirs the mind on every pase but endeavours to 
See how, in the straightened industrial circumstances of Britain, some- 
thing may be done and where it should be done. 

John live. 


¢ 4 - 
Warragutll.ilsC. 
Footnote from Ilr Eve : 

the author says the “field” in a name originally stood for feld or 
aa) apts ‘ 5 
yelled area , when Saxons and Germans made their first clearings. 


Thankyou Ilp Eve Ed. 


areata eresereneeeceeenenmenemn emanate nr ee 
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REPORT OF COIMITTRE URBTIIC HELD  JAUUARY 14th 1981. 


Reported that ile Lubeke had attended a meeting re the borders of the 
orwell ational Park , and a proposed subdivision. 
Several councils were represented and some loeal people attended. 
Another meetang ts to be held later on wien final dectstons wtlt be 
made . 
Finance 

Several members had paid asvanee subscriptions to help the erists 
which had developed. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 1981-1982. 


Hp Wall gave notice that at the Annual ieeting of the Club he wilt 
move that the Subsertptions be inereased to. ilaturalist only $6.00 
Fantly Subscription S$ 8.00 Single lienber $7.00 

This to be voted on at Uareh iieettng. 


Special ileeting February 13th. when Dr Elizabeth Turner will speak to 
us apout TAtural History of South-east China... 
liembers asked to generally publicise the evening. 


Correspondence received from Town and Country Planning Assoctatton 
advistng of the rejection of lorvelt Couneil’s plan for a Rubbtsh tip 
on iaryvale Road. (We also opposed this plan) 

Decided that ve vrtte to Morvell Council asking that any danage tn 
the area be repaired and the area restored to normal agatn. 


ced 


lips Thompson moved a vote of thanks to iie X.llos for his generosity in 
arranging the printing of the prograimes over the years. 


Yorld Envivounent Day. is usually held in June, but members are asked 
Se FE a Se Fe eres PDT Fe Le aL : Tae] ie pyle 
to think about what we could do to publtietse this dar. 


Any suggestions utLll be vetcone. 


Barry Tratll. had presented an enecellent subitsston re the lVonthaggt 
area to the L.C.¢. 

ifrs Thompson veported that she had vecetved a copy of the Bird Observ- 
ers Club ve the South Gippsland Areca. 

A copy of the S.E.C.proposed plans ve the Driffield area had been 
received. There are several areas of concern cid a subitsston will be 
presented tn February 


Supper Roster February 27th. lirs Sterkenbura lirs Burns. 


The neat meeting of the committee wtll be on Wednesday February 25¢h 
at the hone of ir and lirs Thompson, Dovntes Lane, Traralgon South 

at 7.30 pin. . 

Any members interested in the bustness of the club are vetleome. 


Election of Office Bearers Ye have to elect President 
Vice President iol. Treasurer . Publicity Officer. 


ilembers are urged to give thts matter sertous thought as many of 

Ps : 7 a ; ‘° % . 4y ° oun Wal ° " 
these people do not wish to continue t7 offree. te must have of fice- 
bearers to keep the club running smoothly. Older people are getting 
tired and feel some nev blood and younger people should be dotng some 
of this work. 
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LiUDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 1980 iJos 193 - 204 


. BIRDS 
Bird ilotes ii, Galbratth 198 June 
LDaeurston to Seaton J.Lubeke 195 Jan 
Frtendly Birds J.Wall 204 Dee 
Lakes Entrance Bird llotes ; J.Johnstone 194 Feb 
Hature ilotes CD. Lyndon 200 Aug 
Vesting ilotes ii. Coulson 194 Feb 
esttig ilotes 17, Coulson /196 Apr 
Orange-gull ioth EL. Lyndon 203 Ilov 
Toun Garden 7, Satth 197 flay 
Yhite-naped and Brown-headed J.Gatbratth 199 July 
BOTAITY 
Australian Orehtds J.Purvbrick 197 ilay 
Boststo's Box ie Lyndon 200. ug 
Feri Foray LZ. Lyi 1doin 200 Aug ~ 
Flovers of Dargo High Plat: J.Gatbratth 196 Apr 
Flowers of Mount otha J.Gatbratth 197 fay 
Gotnug Hone from the Prom E.Lyudon 198 June 
aL lew!s Landing P,Reeves 204 Dee 
orwell Nattonal Park Ei. Jones 205 Ilov 
ese Bogong Se ASiOs2tOn 202 Oct 
lew Reeord Fs J.Gatbratth 195 liar 
Phytophthora ctnnanomt P. att ) : 
oe P.Ptttavay) OS ED 
Seninar iit. Baw Bau A.i orton 197 ilay 
Shrub: i iyupttes of Vilson's Pron. J.Gatbratth 204 Dee 
Spring in Vyperyetd A.lovton 194 Feb 
‘ Pongue Potnt L.Padfzeltd 204 Dec 
V.A.Trtp Part 2 talk Jéil Brooks 22/2/80 Bio BRACE 196 Apr 
Vorld Envtronment Day 7/6/80 Behceuers 200 Aug 
Yarra Guia J. Galbratti 202 Oct 
PAUIIA 
Frognouth Story 1,Gatbratt 193 Jan 
Interstate fehtdias BiBeovssen. 203 lov 
Spring Fever in Lizard Territory TsGal pear ce Loe Peo 
That do you know about Foogs 0, Lyndon 201 Sep 
GEOLOGY 


“A Rich Talk (Dinosaurs) Talk 7,.Rich 22/8/80 
R.Gautton 202 Oct 
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LHUDEX FOR LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST ilos 193 ~- 204(1980) 


EXCURSIONS 
-F.i.C.V. Trtp Broken HItt 
Lankey’s Platn 26--28 Jan 1980 


Little Snake Istand 24/2/80 
Lyvebtrd tatk 24/5/80 
Teury 19/4/80 
Ovange-bellied Parrot 

Ovrange-bellted Parrot 26/7/80 
Pleasant Tlatk lov 80 
That February Exscurston 24/2/80 
That February Lecurston 22/2/80 
Venus Bay 29/3/80 
Virtlda wtth F.i.C.V. 17/2/80 

GEUERAL 


Beauty t2 Wature Talk A.i0rrtson 25/5/ 


F.i.C.V. Centenary 
Letter fro lWetpa 
Letter Eatracts (China) 
ienbexs ight 18/1/80 
ature iotes 
Nature ilotes 
-'° orth Queensland @ Barrier Reef Talk J 


Obituary C.G.L.Gooding 

Prestdent's Report 

Sturt Pea Folklore 

Walk tn Itmalayas Tatk .Ketr 25/7/80 


P.Vattl 
E.Breaster 
EB.Brevster 
f.Peterson 
P. Reeves 
P.Vattl 
B.Tratill 
P. Watt 

0. Lyndon 
I.Peterson 
i. Smtth 
J.C. WArdtley 


J.P.Vatt 
A.forton 
J.PIgqti 
L.Padfieltd 
l!.Galtbratth 
J.Jonustone 
-Vattl 28/3/80 
J.LUbele 

J. Breoks 

J. Watl 
J.Watt 
B.Thompson 


Jan 
ilar 
lar 
Aug 
June 
Aug 
Sep 
iJov 
iar 
apr 
June 
liar 


July 


duly 


Aug 
Oct 
Peb 
iJov 
lay 


liay 
Feb 
Apr 
Feb 
Sept 


SUPPLEVUENLT TO LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD WATURALIST CLUB. 
The Club thanks you for your support and looks forvard to your conttin- 
ued support and membershtp for 1981-1982 
Subsertpttons to 31st ilareh 1982 becone due on 31st llareh 1981 


Herevtth remittance for Annual Subsertptton..esorcceccccvrces 
QVATURALIS? OLY. $6.00 PALILY Heinber 5 9200 
dE 
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ae a , ayn AS 
Please forvard your subsertptton to 


The Treasuver L.V.F.i.C. 
P.0.Box 169. 
VEVBOROUGH 36828. 
If you ave already ftnanetal for 1981-1982 
please disregard this 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD iATURALIST CLUB 

HOUTHAT IOI FORM FOR OFFICE. 

IT wish Co nontiate ..occcecsccsrsercerrererrsrseeacceneccces 

OP Be Se LOD DLO OG 5 HBA itt EO OAR AAO fNONTE HOD 

Oi RUE LS a CAO SOS OP ie BoE POND AO CO ABCD CAE, 
PPOPOSCH so +ec2cveceecersecreees 
YAY ae GaSb oO OURO SURO 

I heveby agree to accept nomination for tha above office 


Hye py mcr Y CRIS ke crite ty dae ART ED Cs TESCO) 2 Ca ee) 


Homtnatton forms to be in the hands of the Secretary before the 


Conmtttee Meeting lMareh 25¢h 1981 


e-Lagt: EE ‘{idssednoihna: 2 
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Details of contrtbutin 


CHUB 


Latrobe Valley F.1.C. 


Sate F.il.C. 


Traralgon F.I.C. 


Varragul F.C. 


Batrnusdale F.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
See ale pee 


HOI SECRETARY: 


ivs I.Petersou 
14 Barry Streev, 
Morwell 5840 
"phone 3842129 


ilps J.Gooen 

Futhnam R.S.D- 
SALE 8850 
"phone 443441 


lir J.Stott 
48 Gilmour Street 
TRARALGOI 3844 


lir J.Brooks 

3 Hobel Street 
Warragul 8820 
‘phone 281563 


Tir, 1B Vie Barton 


13 Turnbull Street 
BATRISDALE 3875 
‘phone . 6288792 


Due Haren 1st, payable to Hon Treasurer 


Waturalist $4.80 


Assistant 


Family $5.50 


elubs are as follouvs: 


MEBTIIGS : 


7.50pm on 4th Friday 
each month, at 

Reatonal Edueatton Buil- 
ding, Kink Street UOE . 


8.00pm on Ist Frtday 
each month, Room 33 
Continuing Eduecatton 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00 pin on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Educattonal Servtce ~- 
Butldong, Traralgon 
(Kosetusko St School) 


8.00pm on 3rd Friday 
each month. Publte 
Ltbrary. WARRAGUL. 


livs 7. Smtth 
19 Hazelvuood Crescent 
YALLOURY 6858 


Stnugle members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY IATURALIST is the of ftetal publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Field ilaturalist Club. — 


Contributions on any aspect of ilatural Wistory ave tnvited from 


MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should he addressed to 


Hom Edt tor 


ling L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlatn Road 
Jewboroug? 3825 


ee 
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ss GouTHG EVENTS 


VARRAGUL F.i.C. ac 
BETTING: Friday larel 20th. 
lin Bruce Seott : 
" HOvte Films of Outback een 
(the family vay) 


Eacurston: te es | Contact Secretary for details. 
UEETIUG: Pes sine April 10th. Please note change Cis 
wats nag rae ee date due to Easter. Ee 0 
SPEAKER: : spe ip Bruce Re ighy ‘i af 
% Illustrated talk: 961. Pasnanta. 
iin Rigby 45 a Zootogy oie at the University. 
MEBPING: ; Be ‘Petday Laven arth AUHUAL UMEGTIUG _ 
eyo BEAL BR aes ie F Rien “Dinosauvs! pare pte es 
© HACURSLON eas ee Saturday Havch 28th to Venus Bay area. 
MEETING EAC € eee yon PEE Hatt at 10. 00 CLT. 
“Wak AGATISE vAnE to y aid 105 ae ne seine hoes details. 
= et te Sunday April 18th. — 
“porary cLuB ACPIVITINS ‘EX CHIBITION ‘Harch 23, 24. 6pm-10 prt. Ss 
LH KE oT HALL lUORVELL. ihe V.F.i.C. LL have Ge: pies in eong- =) 


_ unetion eee BEET PARKS. ee AG Fen gle era oe hea Na a] 
TRARALCOM Be tt ee _ 


Ho details known of clubs activities. 
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A TRIP TO MOUNT KOSCIUSKO HATIONAL PARK. 


The last week in January a few members of the Latwobe Valley Club 
joined the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria on a trip to Mount Kose- 
iusko National Park. As we approached the park in the coach breathtak- 
ing views unfolded before us and the grandeur left us in awe. 

A female ranger offered her services to us and escorted us on a trail 
to Rainbow Lake which nestled in a beautiful valley. Some noteable poi- 
nts of interest thet were seen on the way were Dead Horse Punsus, large 
patches of Alpine flowers. flowering bushes, bent and twisted snow 
gums whose trunks were olive green to gun metal in colour, some were 
light and dark grey. A delightful close view of a Flame Robin perched 
on a branch with the sun shining on his breast bringing out the colour 
to perfection. As the track ended above the lake, some of the members 
more adventurouS: clambered dowm the rocks to the waters edce, while 
others enjoyed the beauty from above. The @andlebarks were of every 
shade of red from deep to purplish red and this blended with the licht 
and dark grey of the trunks which presented very handsome trees in con- 
trast to the Black Sallee. The main highlight of the trip was a walk 

to the summit of Mount Kosciusko in brilliant sunshine. Views of snow 
patches were seen in hollows in the surrounding scenery, and on the ..=7 
track to the summit large clusters of various Alpine plants were seen, 
Snow Daisy, ecuphrasia, Alpine Leek Orchid, Billie Buttons yellow and 
orange, Blue Bells, Podolepis, Cascade Everlasting, Trigger Plants, 
Mountain Beard Heath, Leafy Bossiaea, Sphagnum loss, Silver Ewartia, . 
Alpine Colebanth, Native Dandelion, Alpine Groundsel and many Alpine 
grasses including Alpine Astelia. 5 +9 i 

In a hollow we surprised a very agitated australian Pipit with a beak 
full of food, as we unknowinsly were standing near its nest. 

After lunch Bart and Jim decided to climb to a large patch of snow on 
the leeward side of the mountain slope, overlooking Lake cootapatamba 
were they found and photographed glorious patches of the Anemone Butt- 
ercup with its large white flowers, golden centres and bright green 
leaves. After slipping and sliding on the grassy Slopes, and finishing 
up in a bogsy patch the two naturalists were on the floor of the vall- 
ey at Lake Cootapatamba with very wet rear ends: 

Walking back from the lake to the sunmit bus park was a naturalists 
delight, with the many flovers and small streams where a hunt’ was made 
for the Corroboree Prog = no such luck for Bart. A day at Perisher . 


Valley, and a walk alongs +1 
interesting nature study which wag pres 
extracting a nice juicy worm fron ti ISIS ANS AS 
Stone that was protruding out of the water and commenced to cat it, — 
After swallowing half of the worm, the Skink rested, and the woum dec-" 
ided it wanted to stay alive and tried to wriggle out, which he did for. 
the length of 5 on so the Skink swallowed it again. This procedure 
went on for about 20 minutes until the worm was finally swallowed and 
the skink went back to the bank replete. From the Alpine Way and Geohi 
Way spectacular views of Mount Kosciusko showing definate demarkation 
lines of growth could be seen from the wooded sub alpine tract to the 
treeless Alpine zone. After a very hot drive to Corryong, members wel- 


Comed the swinming pool at the motel. 


Jim_and Peg Walt. 
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UATUCRAL HISTORY FEATURES OF KVARGSI. PROVIICE 
AUD YUNA PR tOVIUCE Ii] SOUTHER CHIIA. 
Addr ress by Dr. Elizabeth Puriiver 


Dr Turner commenced the dress with an outline of the geology. and 
land forms of China. The mans Dr Turner had brought along enabled men- 
bers to follow the reolosy more easily. : 

China has been dominated sinee Pro Cambrian ‘tines “4000mi1140n 
years ago, by three great mountain shields. The Tibetia in-the wes 
which is still uplifting due to the Tectonic plate movements upvard 
from India: the Gobia in the north: and the Cathaysia in the south-east. 


In Pre-paleozic times about 4000million years before present, China 
was completely covered by sea except for these mountainous areas. 
During the Paleozoic era the Cathaysia area warped forming para~ _ 
llel belts of mountains, islands and ocean troughs running northeast 
and southwest through Japan, Taiwan, Fukien and Shantunr. © 


In the mid-mezozoic era about 100 million years-before present 
the Ye en Shan folding occured. While in the Cainozoic era, 40 million 
years .ago, the uplift of Tibet occured and is continuing. 


With the ridges of ‘the mountains and hills lie the ereat plains = 
the Manchurian Plain and’the North China Plain: : 


China is split from west to east by the Yangtze. Kiang river ainteds 
is over 3,000miles(approx 4990 Km) long. China has five rivers of more 
than 1,000mites(1770 km) in length. Around the Yellow river (Hwang-Ho) 
is the fertile Loessland, consisting of yellowish grey loam with high. 
calcium content wind blown from the Gobi ‘Desert. Ties very good soil 
that will support several crops a year. 


In Souyhern China the uplands and hill soils are tauny red and 
acidic due to leaching out of calcium by rain. water. These lands are 
not so arable: but because of the large population, over 1000million, 
almost all soil in the lowlands is cultivated. there is a marked con- 
trast between the meticulously cultivered flat lands and the empty rav- 
aged uplands. ii0st of the natural vesetation has been destroyed. 
China has 43 small natural reserves containins broadleaf trees. Every 
type of tree known in the Nonthern hemisphere can be found in China 
and in some areas there are still. some animals - Golden-haired Monkeys , 
White-lipped Deer, lesser panda and in the mountainous areas the Great~- 

'er Panda. + : 

In 1735 China was officially closed to outsiders: but early botan~ 
ists discovered plants there. James Cunninghame, in 1688, sent home Cam- 
elias, Begonias, Roses ,chrysanthemums, etc. Chinese oneone 1876-1930, 
was sent out by the Chelsea llursery.to find the Handkerchief Tree. He 
sent homel, ,500plants “that changed the gardens of Europe”. Wilson found 
a direct affinity between the flora of China and North America. He also 

Rant home the tulip Tree, Wisteria, Rhododendrons, Magnolias, Buddleias, 
MZaleas, 90 different kinds: of serait and others... 


“-contd....pp, 
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NATURAL HISTORY FEATURES OF SOUTHER CHTIIA. COL Gaaes 


In the Kvangsi Province in the south of China is Kyveilin with a 
population of 350,000 where the streets are planted with perfumed 
Osmanthus trees. The limestone of this area was laid down when the cou: 
ntrywas under the sea.After it was thrust upvards the rain-water seep- 
ing through the rock formations and cracks dissolved the calcium carb-- 
onate of the limestone to fornkKarsts faitastie pointed hills with 
magnificent caves with stalactites and stalagnites on a very srand scale. 
The caves of the Karst country have been used by man and animals for 
centuries; fossils show that Lantain man lived in these caves some 
600,000years ago. The town of Kweilin is built amongst the karsts and 
many of the peaks have pagodas and temples on top of then. 


Dr Turner then showed film of the places visited on her trip comn- 
encing with the Karst country with Kweilin built between and around the 
Karsts.While ricefields were planted around the karsts also. At one time 
China decided not only to get rid of dogs and cats but later also birds. 
Now they regret that decision and want the birds back because of the 
number of caterpillars on the crops. The only birds seen on the trip 
were a few White-backed Crows and 11 sparrows. Only three dogs were seen. 


Then Dr Turner took us for a trip down the Li River by boat. 
This is a great scenic trip. The cooking for the meals for the dav was 
carried out on the boat with open fires. There were several types of 
boats on the river but the most common was a raft made of four bamboo 
poles lashed together. This means of transport was used by most of the 
people for fishing, transporting goods, e.§- Pigs, rice straw, etc., 
and of course people. the women did*the work of pushing the bigger 
boats along and hard work it looked too. Water buffalo are the beasts 
Of burden in this area. The scenery along the river was beautiful but 
almost always misty. 


In the Yunnan Province there are the stone forests. These are 
Dillars of limestone eroded by wind and water over the years. They form 
many varied shapes and many of these pillars have stone outcrops on the 
tops giving them the shapes of trees, hence the name stone forests. 


iluch of the film also showed the people of the areas, especially 
the children who vere delightful, There appeared to be no real poverty 
and the people appeared to have sufficient to eat although obesity was 
rare, 
At the end of the film Dr Turner spent much time answering quest- 
ions on a very varied range of topics from agriculture, public hygiene, 
medical services, schooling, working conditions and social servises to 
Many others. 

Dr Turner summed up the trip as interesting but strenuous. 
lly summing up of Dr Turner's address is that it was interesting, inform- 
ative and entertaining. 


Bon Thompson. 
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PO CATCH TUE BOAT FOR REFUGE COVE.....--.6 
When L.V.F.%. Club was formed in 1960 two Brevsters and their 
four offspring were among those present and over the years were able to 
take part in some of the Club‘s activities. The young have now all 
"flown the nest “ but sedeetgnaiie return as visitors to club outings 
--now bringing their offspring. 


n 
font 
= 


Jean and Philippa ‘(4 months) booked to come on the trip to Refuge 
Cove (Feb 1980) and left Yermont in cood time to book the car in for 
the weekend at Spencer Street Station and catch the Yarram train to 
Port“elshpool. But ~--20 minutes delay in a line of traffic in the sub- 
urbs. Nevertheless to Spencer Street in good time. there the Ticket 
seller said, “ Nadam, you catch the Yarram train at Flinders Street." 
Precious time taken convincing him that any yailway station in poison 
pia can sell a ticket to any other Victorian station and that a ticke 
had to be shown to the Station Master before he would register the car 
for weekend parkins. The Station “aster was most helpful and directed 
her to the platform for Flinders Street. So to this platform with pram, 
baby and rucksac. Baby restless and had to be fed, porter checks 
that this is the lady for the Yarram train and makes sure that she cat- 
ches the next train from this pla atform.Train stops on the viaduct bet~ 
ween stations and arrives with only two minutés left to catch that 
Yarram train!. Out of train and push pram up the ramp, near top of ramp 
when overtaken by a porter who starts wheeling peat down ramp as 
‘Lady this is the quickest way to Platform Nol. 


He commandeers another porter to help carry the pram as they race 
for the steps to the subway (where parcel tray feils off ier). 
Arrive with mother in pursuit in time to see train pulling out! Porter 


‘there yells "Do you want this train Lady? I can. stop it". But it is the 


Bairnsdale train. Helpful porters disappear and. Jean discovers pS the 
Yarram train is to pees from No 1 East '! Race for that platforr 
lore hurrying footsteps and Porter says “You the lady for the ae 
train? Yer better eee theyre holding it for you." NO one to help lift 
as 
m2 


pram, bag and baby into nearest carriage -- but manage to get aboard 
and find seat and room for pram. T11l mennered Saturday night travellers 
there. Guard comes along some time later and suggests chanre to the 
: Sorte : a ae x ils 3 ; 
air conditioned carriage. He is unable to hélp with move but again comes 


a 


‘to check that it has taken place. Finally arrive at “lelshpool 10.20pm 


Wheel falls off pram as it knocks door on way out. Poth guard and Driver 
arrive at carriage door to check the lady arrived safely. 
To parents'caravan for the night ready for Refuge Cove the next day. 


Then a gale blew up and the boat did not so to Refuge Cove! 


EP. Breuster. ° 


Lets hope Jean and baby have better Luck nent tine attending an 
exeurston to Refuge Cove or elsewhere. td 
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JANUARY HEMBERS NIGHT. 


Regardless of the warm evening a good number of old and new mem- 
bers of the Club plus some visitors came to the first meeting for 1981. 

Treasured slides were shown. also a few slides of insects that 
could not be identified, some unusual and rare Flowers studies along. 
with spectacular views of lesser known beauty spots from Europe and 
the Austrain Alps.A picture cf a rare butterfly on a flower , and a 
close-up of a Praying Mantis were interesting. 


A series of Black and white close-up studies taken 40 years ago 
of a European Stork arriving to claim its nest with the subsequent 
arrival of the female, the mating, and eventual arrival of the youns 
Was presented for the interest of nembers. 

© The Stork's nest was situated on top of an old tree 83 ft(26 iletres) 
high, and to be able to photograph it, a hide had to be built much 
* higher so the photographer could look down into the nest. 


So ended another interesting members nicht. 


r Peg Walt. 


BIRTHDAY HEGEL LG. 


February 1981 was the 21st Birthday for the L.V.F.N.C. 
The Club was formed after a meeting held on February 24th 1960. 
Ii] view of this it was decided to celebrate with a cake and present 
it at the meeting in February. The meeting room looked so nice as we 
entered to see the decorated cake lit up for the occasion, thanks to 
our Secretary and small band of helpers: 
The foundation members present were iir and Irs lcElroy and ijiss Jean 
Galbraith, who were asked to cut the cake and receive a card signed 
by all present at the meeting. 


All people at the meeting enjoyed a chat and cake afterwards. 


URIs SU PSR Ee in Sa Sit Dee Rah oen eae one an Conte ahaa " 
Congratulations to lim and lirs Gaulton on the arrival of a Baby girl. 
* Best wishes to lir jicElroy and jing Brown who have been in hospital 
recently. 


MAGPIES. 
During the sprtng months just past magptes seein to have congregated 
2 greater numbers than we have ever notteed before. here on the outer 
ae of the township. They tive very well antd human habttattons and 
are often fed by vell meantag adnivers. 
In Hoverber up to 100 birds mere counted, seattered over tuo sinall 
| blocks. Local 7.V.antennas are all hangtng slightly askew and a line 
| of vhitevash aeties the course of the overhead vires. I renark on thts 
because the aunbers seen much greater than 471. prevotus years. 


pe", Ellen Lyndon. 
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Ssataes 
REPORT OF COMMITTELR iEETTHG EELD FEBRUARY 25th 1981. 


Baw Baw Campout. Reported that the weekend vas nost suecessful and 
all attending enjoyed themselves. ilr aid irs Tutehtinson vere pleasant 
hosts at the lodge. | 


fhis was another suecescful evening when we heard about the Natural 
Htstory Features of China. We have some nev members as a result of 
this eventing. 


Questtonatrre from llintstry of Conservatton vecetved and has been 
conpleted and returned to then. 


Rotary Club Acttvittes Exhibition. 

L mount a display for thts exhtbition to be held 
tn Kernot Hall ilorwetl on March 23rd, 24th. 6pm-10pm. 

Ye wttl join wtth lattonal Parks for the display. 


Publications recetved. S.G.A.P ilavoondah Croup neusletter 
H.E£.Naturattst (Tasmania) C.C,V. Hottee of Annual lieeting. 


WALK AGAINST WANT. Details of the wath to be held on Sunday Aprtl12th 
around Lake ilArracan. Sponsors for walkers may contact Secretary or 
tndtvtdual walkers. oo é 


Late comers to meetings. Deetded that latecomers to meetings will be 
asked to enter the meeting room by the side door so there will.be 

less disvuptton in walking tn front of speaker CHALE 6 wet 
The arrangenent vas tn operation at the Fepruary iieettng and seemed to 


De~SattSHacto Lye teeter sit ces cee) oh Fee 


even sar mena ett Spm ete ey 


sttckers avatlable so that 
we know each other when travelling about the state. : 
Contact Secretary who can advise further about car stickers. 


Cost of ilaturalist. In vteu of the projected rise in subseripttons tie 


conmetttee recetved a tetter vith some tdeas for producing the Haturalist 
at a cheaper rate. These matters are being looked into but tt will not 


2 


alter the proposed rise in subsceripttons. 


Supper Roster iia 


The next committee meet 
home of Iivs Reeves 7 Wh 


ry 


ws 


peh 27 ti: iirps Branson lips Thompson. 


tig wtll be held on Wednesday March 25th at the 
tétakers Road Traralgon at 7.30 pm. 


Hote for Warragul F.il.C. Members. 


The office bearers were re-elected at the Annual ieeting in February 
he subsertpttion of $2.00 for the year is now due. 

The freasurer will receive subscriptions for L.V.iaturaltst at the 

meetings and forward to the Latrobe Valley Club. ~~~ >: 


ad 


LATROBE VALLEY HATURALIST 


ener tere Se neem at 


Details of contrtbutin 
6LUa 


Latrobe Valley F.1.C. 


Sale F.i.C. 


fraratgon F.C. 


Vavragul F.i.C. 


Patrusdale F.C. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


HOI SECRETARY: 


irs I.Peterson 
14 Barry Street, 
Honvetlt 5840 
"phone 342129 


Lvs J.Gooch 

Fulham R.S.D. 
SALE 3850 
‘phone 443441 


lir J.Stott 
48 Gtlmour Street 


LRARALGOIW 38424 


lir J.Brooks 
38 Hobel Street 


Warragul 3820 
‘phone 281563 


liv. EV, Barton 


13 Turnbull Street 
3875 


BATRITSDALE 


‘phone §23792 


Due liareh Ist, payable to Hon Preasurer 


aturalist $4.80 


Assistant 


josh o0. 


Pamely § 


elubs are as fotlous: 


MEETIUGS s 


7.30pm on 4th Friday 
e@aeh month, at. 
Reatonal Education Buil- 
ding, Kivk Street _ll0r . 


8.00pi on Ist Frtday 
each month, Room 23 
Continutng Education 
Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE. 


8.00 pm on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V.- 
Educattonal Service 
Butldong, Traratgon ~- 
(Kosetusko St School) 


8.00pm on 3rd Frtday 
eaeh month. Publte 
Ltbrary. WARRAGUL. 


iivs H, Sutth 
19 Hazelvuood Crescent 
LYALLOURI 6858 


Single members $5.00 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST ts the offiectal publteatton of the 
Latrobe Valley Field ijaturalist Club. — os 
Contrtbuttons on any aspect of ilatural History are tnvited fron 
MEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Edttor 


lings L.Padfteltd 
99 Chamberlain Road 
llewborougi 


3825 


aa a 


APRIL, 1981. 
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and enjoy ae eel 
3, Melbourne ft sige CaaS ee 


soemaos sei 
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COUTHG RVEIUTS. 
LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 
MEETING: Friday Aprtl 24¢ 
e of i teroscope” 
O 


Please bring any suttable material for use with mteroscope. 


EXCURS TOI Saturday Aprtl 25th to an area 
norti.-of Feyfteld. ? 
EETIUG PLACE: Heyfteld at 10.00 an 


wear Dutter Factory. "e are to meet 
SSG. AeP=droup for Be dai. 
nF if 


VORG COUFLRENCE July 24-26 at elbourne Untverstty 


A good programie of speakers and tnuteresting excurstons have 
been planned. If you are tnterested in attending please contact: 


VORG Conference Seeretartat, PO Vow 203 . South ielbourne 3205. 
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ACROSS lOUiITATI AUD PLATII. 
By K.C.Rogers: Published by Batrnsdatle F.i1.C. (Price$4.00 plus 
postage) 


This little book of 84 pages contains the collected natural hist- 
Orywritings of Keith rogers who was a member of our Latrobe Valley 
P.N.C. until his death three years ago, a few days before his 32nd 
birthday. It was published as a memorial to him and it is a treasure- 
house of natural history writing. The author spent 75 years of his 
long life at ‘ulgulmerans on the high tableland of Vulsulmerang, 40 
miles north of Buchan, and he kne the birds.,nlants, native animals 


and ceology of that country as none of us can hone to do. 


His delight in them, as tell as his knowledse, shows through all 
these writings, whether about rock wallabies, which he rediscovered in 
Victoria in 1937, or the alpine flowers of the snow plains, the affec- 
tionately recorded nesting of pardalotes, op the many groups of East 
Gippsland plants which he described - eucalypts, bush peas, wattles 
and others. 


sta) 


All his writings were about nature in East Cippsland. He was the 
voice of this wonderful part of Victoria, and we can be sraterul to 
the Bairnsdale Field Naturalists Club for gathering his writings first 
published in the VICTORIAN NATURALIST, THE CLEUATIS and our own ati 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST, Into this volume and undertaking the work of 
publication. : 


A few misprints have crept into the book, but they are not too 
important. However a line left out of the last paragraph on nage 81 
makes it meaningless. Lines one and two should read “nothing is seen 
or heard of the Pardalotes.During early September those very common 
birds are heard again with theiv familiar call of ‘pick-it-up' ™ 

; Jean Galbratth. 


We were walking along a track in Hatteh Kulkyne National Park in 
August 1980 when we found a caterpillar with its head ina neatly fitt- 
ing hole in a small pile of balls of dirt (clay sand mixture) beside it. 
45 om. of caterpillar was above cround on this open track. 50 we vwond- 
ered ... had it been paralysed by some WwasP which vas Be PEs go Steele 
it underground to provide food for future Wasp younG + Was it digging 
a hole in which to pupate ? And why had some bird not found it in its 
very exposed position on that pale sunny track ? Ve watched it for some 
time but there was no movement go we assumed it either dead or dying. 
Several days later on another track we found a similar sO cm long brown 
Caterpillar in an identical position but this one was actively dissing 
the hole and bringing up the pellets of soil between its mouth and front 
“eet. So we conclude that these two caterpillars were digging holes in 
which to pupate. be 


E.P.Brewster. 
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EXCURSION TO SPERIT WHALE HEAD. 


The excursion of the L.V.Ficld Naturalists Club to Sperm whale 
Head was held on 28th February which happened to be the last day of 
sunmer and daylight saving. It proved to be a perfect day to be here 
in the heart of the lovely Gippsland Lakes. 


We arrived at the Ranger's office in the Lekes National Park Skit 
the appointed tine oi 11 an. ane were greeted by one of the three ra 


gers on duty . Althouch his duties ppevented hin from accompanying us 
for the rest of the day he handed out some information brochures and 
spoke briefly concerning the park. 


An area of the Sperm Whale Head Peninsular had been reserved in 
1927 and a short time later it was proclaimed as The Lakes National 
Park. An additional 668 ha was added in 1958, and recently Rotamah Tsl- 
and has also been included in the park. this park, together with the 
Gippsland. Lakes Coastal Fark, is managed by the UWational Parks Service. 


INBReS leaving the Ranger’ S office we drove along the sandy road 
until we came to the look-out tower where ve Sayers! fanelivieys = 
par tioulenty the one across Lake Reeve. 

“From this look-out tower a short but interesting walk circles. 


° 


"around through a variety of habitats. The drier woodland area consi Ps: 

mainly of Shiny Peppermints (Eucalyptus nitida) and Banksias. = - ti 
A lovely sight was Coast Banksia (B.intesrifolia) and Saw-leaf cenieale 

(Bz serrata) growing side by side and both in flower. this would be a 


delightful area to visit when the Dotted ieath-ityrt ue (Thryptomene mic-: 
rantha’:) is in bloom. 


Lower “down the slope, in a moister area where extra HURCOEE vater 
is available, grow the. taller Manna Gums (Eucalyptus vininalis) var. 
racemosa » and Forest Red Guns (Eucalyptus tereticornis). Some fine 
specimens of SNE BEM GRE and Austral Grass Trees share this forest 
habitat. at 

At the foot of the ‘slope, and just before walkine out to the Salt- 
marsh, vecetation at the shoreline of Lake Reeve’, we passed through a 
_ thicket of Swamp Paper--hark Cielaleuca ericifolia). Mere we found tiny 
Bluebells and. dainty: Lobelia alaca in bloom and also, as may be expec~ 
ted the company of birds such as Yellow Robins and Seruh Wrens who enjoy 
paahe protection. of the denser foliase. 

There were many things tempting us to linser -- Black Sheoaks 

~ (Casuarina littoralis) and Black Mattles (Acacia mearnsii) - even a Bee- 
five in a Banksia ' However thoughts of lunch were also tempting, so 
after a temporary stop to study three White~breasted Sea-ecagles soaring 

» overhead, back to the cars and the sandy track. 


When we came to the fork in the voad we turned north onto the Lake 
Victoria track and continued a short distance to Emu Bight. After lun- 
ching at the comfortable picnic area, we vandered onto the beach and 
gazed across Lake Victoria, and the birds, and at the tiny fish Sirmmmn ng 
in the shallow water near our feet. 


So eas. 3 
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BXCURSIOU @O SPER WHALE HEAD Contd... 


Among the birds scen at Emu Bight and at the next two stops at Trouser 
Point and Point tilson were Pelicans, White-eyed Ducks, Chestnut Teal 


and Bar~tailed Godwits, also four different species of Tern -Little, 
Crested, Common and Caspian. 


ADH 


As we drove down the eastern end of sperm Whale Head we passed 
colourful patches of Rock Daisy (Brachycome multifida)then the white 


homestead on Rotamah Island came into viet just across the water. 


Ta a=) 


Ve made our final stop at Valkers Point among the liahogany Gums 
( Eucalyptus botryoides). The Jahogany belt here in the Gippsland Lakes 
aréa is the only place in Victoria where this species is recorded. 

A final look across Lake Reeve at the host of padres ase aeaes 
Ibis, Conmonants., Gufiis.Ducis. . then homeward, facinr into the last 
sunset of this “long, hot summer". 


guine Lubecke. 


a ene nt eee 


SOU VOTES FROM LOCH SPORT EXCURSION. 


Although the ranger werned us to watch out for snakes they were 
quite active, we did not see any in the park; Neither did we see any 
signs of where they had crossed the roads. However right in the tovwn- 

ship of Loch Sport there was a brown snake crossing over the bitumen. 
In true Field Naturalist style we did not run over it. 


The Banksias attracted me. The Saw Banksias with their serrated 
leaves had lovely large flowers which attracted the birds, especially 
the Wattle Birds. The Coast Banksia (Banksia interrifo lia) has entire 
leaves -integre meaning entire or smooth-edged «and these trees were 
also in flower although the spikes were not as large as the Saw Banksia 
flowers. The Silver Banksia, as usual, looked as if the leaves had been 
snipped off at the tips. Instead of beins small bushes about one metre 
high as they are in the Latrobe Valley. these Silver Banksias were tvo 
metres high at least. Silver Banksias alons the coast up to Sydney are 
also taller than the Valley ones. One interestins feature observed by 
ae members vas that the younc leaves of both the Saw Banksia and th 
the Coast Banksia were serra ted, 


On the homeward part of the journey we observed a hole in a eucal- 
ypt tree near the road. The hole attracted our attention because it was 
so smooth around the edge. On investigation there was water down at 30 
em. from the top of the hole. Bees were watering there and I think the 
smooth edges may have been worn by the constant use of birds. 


We were interested in a mistletoe in a Sheoak; but it was too 

high to identify correctly. We have not noticed nistletoes in Sheoaks 

before. 
The plant with a rather indelicate common name was,Ithink, Polvc- 

onum hydropiper or Vater-pepper with sometimes single interrupted Flower 

spikes. A similar plant with many dense pink spikes is Polygonun persi- 

earia with the common name of Persicaria or in New Zealand Redshank: 


but T think this ptant is recorded as an introduced specics. 


yer ily rercete 
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RIP TO VEIUS BAY. | B FOF 28/3/81 


It was a most unpromising morning in the -Valley with rain and low 
cloudat the time for departure for the stated time in *ieeniyan for ‘the 
xcursion to Venus Bay... However as we Ra et south over the hills. 
the weather cleared and. by the time we pa ued the cloud was Lifting. 
and.we had a warn ,sunny dnd hunid eet ae 


naiyan also some memb- 
arsed between liirboo 
@ cee fa mming 


Two new families were welcomed to the sae: ate 
ers of the iloe Lapidiary Group. The country ee 
and the coast which I believe is some of the best 
country available is recovering from a very hot d 
back to its attractive best. 


The trip into Five liile Creek reserve was not without its excitenent. 
once. we turned off the bitumen road and it took on some of the atmos- 
phere of a Redex trial as tre negotiated the sand dunes: 
On arrival at the picnic reserve an early lunch was decided upon so that 
a_ full afternoon could be spent exploring and observing the fossil bird 
f8otprints. 
lips Breuster of Inverloch took the narty to the location of the prints 
and during the afternoon Dr Rich of the National liuseum, vho was our 
guest speaker at the March Club meeting took plaster ca sts of the foot- 
prints. There were 4 pairs of prints visible, cach pair See artints en area 
of about 12by 25 cm. and the whole display covering anprox 1 metre. 


Walking back behind the sandstone escarpnent into the veretated area in 
front of the high sand dunes the effect of the March rains were shoving 
in the large number of seedlings of the various pround cover plants 
which were showing vigorous spouth. 


Some of the birds observed during the day were the Black-shouldered Kite 
Skylark, Whistler (heard but not seen) llarpie, Silver Gull, Pacific Gull 
Sandpiper, Red-capped Dotterel and Hooded Dotterel. 

The skull of a small manmal was found near the site of the bird prints 
and I have sent it to the National ifuseum for identification. 3 


the area visited was a. magnificent stretch of beach narred only silaieines 
tly by the amount of rubbish, particularly ~ le stic naterial washed up 
at the high tide mark. ; 
A most enjoyable day for the 30 menbers anc friends tho attended, notab-- 
le also for the number of youns people ‘tho are intercsted in the Club's 
activities. 

Colin J.Lattite. 


in a. rT cere oo ee 


Friends of lirs Honor Craie will de pleased oy, hear that she ts now 
progressing well sinee her sojurn in hospital recently. . 

“Tas any member a copy of FUSsHROOIS AND oaDsT00ns by JH, Willis 

| whieh they do not nequire any more ? Comeace Seevetary Zt? you can help. 


lj 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT | 


‘as president of thts club, I have found sat- 


This past two years 
tsfyt aE CIN all nenbers for thetr GE LOHES company both at 
d exeurstons 


Our speakers over the past year have been 
exeellent, and our eneurstone ave been welt cttended. 


On my trtps with the Vietorian Field aturalists I have had the pleas- 
ure of the company vtth eee Of our menbers. 

Vortd Envtvonment Day last June was quite a suecess at “Yoorabinda". 
ily thanks go to all those members who parttetpated on that day. 


lly personal thanks go to ilr and iirs Thompson for thetr untiring efforts 
in putting our elubs vteus before the necessary Conservation alexa 
ments and my speetal thanks go ta iivs Iris Peterson for the great help 


° 


she gave me tn her capactty as secretary which made my Job quite Casi). 


Other members to whon I must thank ave those who BOnLRonu bed to the 


productton of the magazine and to my wtfe for her efforts tn keepin 
our elub tm the eyes of the general public through the media... 


J Halt. 
i Pregident 1.V.P.i.0. 


STATEUBIY OF RECSIPTS AUD BXPRIDITURE < 1 HARCH 1980 to 28 PLERUARY 


1981. 

SUIUARY OF CASH RECEIPTS. SULLARY OF PAYiTUTS. 
Balanee as at 4/3/80 $228.44, Rail Pares $ 16.00 
Bank Interest 9.46 Petty Casi: 
Donations (inel suppers and (Secretary and Publttetty) 60.75 

sale of plants) 100.55 Bay Bay Trip 256.00 
Sale of books Gposters 25.50 Haturalist er Te 294,87 
Baw Bay Prtp 256.00 Books and Posters 45,45 
Ratl Fares 16.00 Hew ilotteehoard 21.44 
Subsertpttions 1280 44.50 Cups for suppers 38.50 
Subsertpttons 1981 Refund for boat erep (Peb 1980) 

(tn advanee) 22.00 102.00 
Magagztne 1980 360.50 Balance at hand 2/3/81 129,44 
Magazine 1981 : 

(in advance) 106.50 
$ 1,164.45 SEDC 4x45 
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3. There was much discussion re this matter. 
1¢ we could not reduce costs S a 
paper, covers have already 
We may oie ‘ reduee costs not usinc ope 
addresses on back cover . Ye may be able to buy pai 
vateby eabinine strc other organisations to buy pap per. 


been ondered 


by wyat 


Postage is considerable but this will not reduce in cost. We can 

expect further increa SCS 

Other methods of printins « being inves tigated, but still found to be 
stly . There will doubtless be more discussion on this matter. 

ROTARY CLUB DISPLAY. 

Our Club BE Goan with National Parks had a successful: display 

in Kernot Hall itorvwell vareh OSee Ly 

The Preside t presented a letter from Dr E.Turner re the 1982 meetinc . 


of, the VoP..C A. It vas sugsested that this club should host ‘the vcek 
end which is over Labour Weekend in ilarch. We are to have nore discu- 

ssion and try and find out somethinzs of venues , motels , camping ctc. 
before any definate decision is reached. c 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


te 


fasmanian Wilderness Society 
Vorld Wildlife Fund Newsletter 


iiYstery of ilicration (GSE of new book) 
Wewsletter 
a” 


Victorian Naturalist 


c.C.V.Annual iieeting Acenda and llewsletter 

S.G.A.P lia pea Group Newsletter 

N.T.NWaturae lis : 

Vorld eee ses Day 1981. Decided that althouch the day was succes 
ong ' o . . ae 4 

ful last year a display later in the sprint vould have more impact. 
This arrancement to be investisated rurtner by a sub- -comittee. 


Conservation Co-ordinator reported on subrm 


aPed. 


The City of Traralson reauire eee | re a 30 ha re 
area.is already planted with nativ 
to be identified Ste 


This 
Existing trees need 
Final details 


Notified that there are copies 
Cost $ 4.40. Contact Secretary 


for Annual 


Next committee meetins will be 
of lips Padfield 99 Chamberlain 


Supper Roster April 24th 


iieeting arranged. 


L.C.C.re Gelliondale 


iat 
js. 
“ 
iv) 
PP. 
Oo 
3) 


serve in the city. 
trees but more are to beplanted 


Elections, Reports etc. 


of Keith Roser's book on hand. 
if interested. 


held on Wednesday April 22nd at the hone 
Road ilewbhoroush at 7.30 pm. 


i:2ss Galbraith lips 
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Corrie EVGEES. 
paeagut jae Lee - ee 
ees eee ae me ay ia 15t? 
So ak Barbe ie aa eer OU Re _ Hoste 8. cy 158 Eee 
coco from Kettn Fuenbuld Res search: 
; ‘Station. 


_ BYCURSION: ete a ee pos oe ee ay pe ee 
See: tee gee eee es ies 7 OTe Secretary for detatts. 
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BARIOAL BARES » 


The proposed Vonnancatta-lioroka National Park in the Gree t Divid- 
ing Range north of Heyfield will be larger than any existing National 
Park in Victoria said iin Frank Noble , District Superintendent of the 
ilational Parks Service. 
ite Noble informed members that tha Government had accepted the 

Pe comensat ous of the Land conservation Council for the / ABDHENS area 

f Victoria and legislation leading to proclamation of the parks was 
anaaean to go alesebale parliament this year. 


Major Gonos pron to the Alpine National Parks has been expressed 
by cattle and timber interests who utilize areas included in the prop- 
osed park. iir Noble explained that only very small sens itive areas of 
the: proposed park were reserved aes svazing. Cattle grazing will be 
allotted to continue on over 90 % of the proposed park. 


FEars that the future of the Heyfield Savmilling Industry was ser~ 
iously affected by the ilational Park were described by ‘ir NOble as 
“completely misleading". The alpine ash resource of the Reyfield dist- 
piet has a life of only 2 or 3 years and the volume olost to sawmillers 
by proclamation of the park will be less than the total cut by thé Hey- 
field mills in one year.'The cutting of elpine ash timber may be coming 
to an end but not because of the proposed. National Park" fiir Noble said. 


lie NOble also referred to the fear many people have expressed of © 
thethreat of fire from the park. He stressed that fire cee and 


suppression will remain ‘the responsibilit cy Of the Forests Cormission 
as it has in the past. "In fact" said itp NOble, “the situation will 


improve. Not only will fuel reduction burning continue after the proc: 
lamation of the park, but the presence of park ranrers seven days a 
week will result in better supervision of visitors to the area”. 


ike Noble described the proposed park as some of the most spectac- 
ular scenery in the state and supported this with a collection of» 
colour slides. * 


At the conclusion of the meetine a bi 
un 


fist pbinthday of the Club 2 was cut by fou 


uae! 
la 
Pal and eA and ips !icklroy. 


hday. cake to celebrate the 
i 


ale 
ALTE, 
dation members Miss Jean Gal- 
These notes were supplied by 
ite Noble. 


KING SIZE BIRD BATH. © 
‘During a September visit to liootwingee .P.(i1.8.1.) we disturbed 
Wedge-tailed Eagle bathing in a rock pool roughly 1 letre by 2 metres. 
cay chine looking eakle flew off low under the trees beside us as we 
climbed a track early one mornings. At its bathing pool we found two wet 


Sales Gua splodges on the rock beside the pool where it had rested to 
shake its wings between splashes. 


0 &# Breuster. 


{ 


| 
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Address by Dr T.Rich 27/3/81 
Dr Rich dealt with 3 dinosaur related topics. they were: 


ales The controversial question of whether Dinosaurs were ‘varm blooded? 
or 'cold blooded: 


Ds the apparently sudden extinction of most Dinosaur species at the - 
end of the cretaceous period. 


eee tenner nanan 


te The search for :Dinosaur remains in Victoria 


The'warm'or‘cold‘blodded question first becane a widely debated 
issue in 1968 following an article published by e« Yale Univer sity stu- 
dent who sursgested that dinosaurs were essentially endothermic Civarn' 
blooded -er.mammals) rather than ectothemmic (* cold*Plooded -ec. lizards). 


Over the past decade, arguments of dinosaur endotherny often cite 
similarities to the mammals. these include a static(upright) posture, 
erect rather than sprawlince cait, limb ratios, environment predator/prey 
ratios, fine bone structure and the known evolution of endothermic birds 
from certain Dinosaur sroups. Counter argunents are hovever pronosed for 
most of the observations supportive of endother:. ry and the question is 
not yet resolved. 


does hotrrever seem likely that some Dinosaurs, the flvine Pteros- 
aurs for instance, were endoti:ermic, while other sroups. such as present 
day. crocodiles, were and are ectothermic.. At this stace of the debate 
then it micht be reasonable to assume that some Dinosaurs probably those 
+ 1 °. 


inosa 
with a brain mass to body weicht ratio iene of metabolic activity sini- 
lar to thatfound in the mammals, were ‘yarn? Hblooded while others were 
probably not. 


the widespread extinction of most dinosaurs at the end of the Cret- 
aceous period has long been a puzzle. lumerous causes of this event have 6 
been proposed, ranging from "racial senility’ to catastrophic astronom- 
ical events, but.few-can -be- »wecarded-es really workablé hypotheses. 
Recently however, a most interestins theory supported hy ae yet small 
but growing body of evidence has been prepared by an american physicist 
nemed Alvarez. phe scenario Alvarez and his co-1vorkers depict cis that 
of an asteroid impact with the carth which cenerated a dust cloud of 
such volume and intensity that it blanketed the atmosnhere around the 
world for a few years, blocking out almost all the sunlicht. this would 
cause a cessation of photosynthesic and the subseauent. breakine down of 
food chains, resulting in the extinction of those srouns of animals that 
could not survive the crisis. 


The initial evidence suggesting such an event lies largely in meas- 
urement of the rare trace element ipidium ‘in sedinentary rocks. 
It has been observed that a few widespread locations around the world 
(Denmark, ’ Say: and New Zealand) have e@ thin but distinctive layer of 
clay laid ¢ ovm in sedimentary sequences at the end of the Cretaceous and 
that this ella coincided in time with the cinosaus extinction. 


cath 


contd. .pp 5 
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DIVOSAURS. contd... 


Further investigation revealed the rather intriguing fact that these few 
centimetres of clay contained an iridium content 30 or more tines grea~ 
terthan that found in the surroundins sedimentary rocks. Other evidence 
indicates that this iridium is more likely to have originated outside 
the earth (ic, as a constituent of meteorites or other external bodies) 
than from the earth itself, and the tentative conclusion to be drawn is 
that the clay layer resulted fron settling of the airborne dust created 
by the abovementioned asteroid inpact. It has been estimated that , ass- 
uming normal carbonaceous meteorite compostioin, the diameter of the in- 
pacting object vould meed to be at least 6.6 km to provide the increas: 
ed iridium abundance and at least 7.5 km in order to produce the estin- 
ated volume of dust derived clay over the whole earth. The impact of 
such an object vould create 1000 times as much dust as Krakatoa and is 
statistically likely to occur once every 100 million years. It is of 
interest also to note that throughout geological time, other major ext- 
inections have ougcured at around this time interval. 


Yr 
ite 


Dr Rich rounded off his very stimulating talk with an illustrated 
a-count of the search for Dinosaur remains in Victoria. Apart from bone 
fragments and imprints being fairly scarce and difficult to identify in 
the rock, Mesozoic (Dinosaur age) strata is not well exposed in Victoria 
and surveys are larsely limited to coastal cliff exposures, mainly arounc 
the Otway districts and at Cape Patterson. 


GALANS the curious ways of. 


lH 


At the back of our block is a small horse paddock, long since eaten 
to the grassroots and kept that way. Horses being tidy aninals, the occ- 
upant deposits his droppings in tio large “ colonies “, and has done 

so for some years past. : 


S 
8 
a 


A small flock of Galahs, less than a dozen, has been with us this 
summer, with their headauarters in a large homestead pine tree behind 
our street. Glancing over the back fence one morning at the end of Jan- 
uary I saw two bundles of pink and srey feathers turning somersaults in 
one of the manure heans. These curious creatures were pretending they ~ 
were the much publicised dung beetles, rolling balls of manure about 
the paddock, or lyins; on their backs jugsling them with their feet. 


They rolled over and over down a slight incline, still clutching the 
balls, evidently delighting in close contact with all this manure. 
They rolled their heads and necks against it, turning head over heels 
in a flurry of feathers and ‘flailing wings, senerally giving every 
sign of enjoying themselves. . 


As we are not very familiar with the habits of calahs we find this 
behaviour rather strange. Were the birds merely playing on this cool 
summer morning, or did they, as a bonus, pick up a little srain among 


the droppings of this hard-fed horse ? 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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REPOR? OF COILIPTEE HERTING NELD APRIG 22nd 1981. 


The committee are still lookine into alternative methods of printing 
the Naturalist if it will be any cheaper easies at present. 
Up to date we have not found a cheaper method. 


Australia Post have notified us that fron July ist we nust pay $20.00 
to register our publication, and this fee will be due annually. * 
We: have sent application for resistration as reauested. 


— ee 3 ~ 


Decided that we pay affiliation fsee-to V.F.N.C.A. Also the committee 
megemients that the Latrobe Valley F.N.C. be hosts for the 1982 Annual 
neeting during larch. There have been some tentative arransements 
made re camping, excursions , meetings ete. A letter Wee be sent to. 


De Turner informins her of our investisations. ) 


Committee had previously discussed the possibility of holding a flower 
show in the spring. this would be in place of our “orld Environment 
Day effort which would have been in June. 


Ve are to recommend to the General Meetine. that a slicd be held on 
Oetober 16th, 17th 1981. A sub-committee has been forred to orcanise 
this show.'’e expéet that all eens will be involved in the show by 
helpings to grow plants for sale, ep help to sunervise the shor. 
Contact iir Lubcke or lirs Huxley if: you feel you are able to help. 


Decided that we ask for 100 copies of Grampians Folder from C.C.V. 
these would be useful at the flower show. 


Some newer members had some suggestions to help them at excursions. 

in view of this it vas decided ieee we revive the rules for excursions 
which have fallen into disuse latel; Copies to be printed and civen 
to each car attending excursion. 


The Lapidiary Club extended an invitation fo vl nenbers tO. attend their 
meetings and excursions. 


Publications received: C.C.V.Annual -eetine minvtes and report. 
C.C.V. Newsletter. Geelons Maturalist. liopth Eastern Maturalist(T Tas) 


§.C.A.P.Maroondah Group Newsletter. ECOS. 


* 


Supper Roster May 22nd. Rear Me and is Ringin. 


The next Committee meeting will be held on SU NGSE NT: Vay. 20th at the 
home of (‘iss SedlibAeatie ‘at 7.30 pm. ts , 


LIVOSELLA AUSTRALIS. 


The little Austral | judwort (Limosella australis) that was displa-. - 
yed at the. February meeting is recorced throushout most of Victoria. 
Tt is also recorded for Western Australia, South Australia,Tasmania, ° cus 
South Wales and queensland. In*The Wild Flotrers. of Britain and Northern’: 
Europe" Limosella australis ~ the Welsh iudwort -- is recorded as pare, 
from near the sea in Wales. I wonder where else it cPOUs 


Bon fh geo 
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A A DAYLIGHT ONL. 


Life often has pleasant surprises for AaEt Romie Pee 
At llam on February 23rd I looked out through my living room window tO 


see what looked like a_giant bird 6ft(1. Bnetbes) avay. It was InsereSE S 
giant though Powerful. Otvls are certainly big birds, and this one witl 


wings fully spread and tail stiffly spread like a large fan seemed lar- 
ser than usual. 


Tt was bathing under the spray from the hose, and was fa acing the 
window so’ I could see its hawk~-like face - and the brown chevrons on its 
almost white breast. The bricht brown wings: lifted up aad down | and til- 
ted sideways to take full advantage of the SDPAayY. 


I watched it for RONG 5 minutes before it turned its back to me 
and continued bathins. I had been afraid to move but as it turned away 
T went to the telephone and vang my neighbour who came in quietly some 
minutes later. It had aay a few feet to one side and was preening wings 
breast and tail and we watched it for at least 10 minutes before it moved 
without haste, out of sight. Now long it had been there before I came - 
into the room “At do not know. 


This is the third time Cover a number of 4 years) the t I have seén 
a Poverful, Owl outside the window, and obviously by. the “whitewash? 
often seen on fences and trees they live near us, thourch “I have never 


heard one. I assume that this one, fror some shelter near the hose, 
opened an eye (for day is its sleepins tinc) and sawvthe water which was 
‘coo tempting to miss. 

Jean Catbratti. 


, 


a aon semen | remeneeneenenentonet 


PEPREGRIUE PAL CONS 


Late one evening we were ‘explorin Ga sand bank in the bed of the 
Darling River at Kinchega National Park He watching the many galahs, 
spoonbills, a and honeyeaters in the trees.on the banks above us. 


A large stick nest in a branch of a River Red Gum overhanging the river 
caught our eyes. When we moved nearer a bird rose and circled making 
agitated noises. We identified it as a Peregrine Falcon. The following 
day We: returned when the licht was better fon photorraphy and watched 
both male and female birds taking turns sittine on the nest. 
If we Seapasenee closer than two chains(13 I’etres) distant they were 
rather upset and the one not on the nest would: perch and keep an eye on 
us until we moved further avay. Their eyrie in a tree interested us as 
along the South Gippsland coast we are used to seeing them nesting in 
the cliff face. 


CaO Brewster. 
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LGETIUG ith. i: ICROSCOPES. 


On. arrival at the Moe Education Centre on Friday 24th April 
Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist Club members were surprised to see a 
variety of microscopes set up on the tables in front of them. 


spent some time before the commencement of the meeting arranging all 
the microscopes for us: 


. During the talk liv Bates first of all explained what a microscope 
was, explaining the different ones, from the small hand lens with a 
small magnification to the larse compound microscope with a triple nose 
piece carrying three objective lenses and their various uses. 

Mr Bates also demonstrated the correct way to use the microscopes with 
the varying subject matter supplied. 


After the talk lir Bates showed slides taken by a camera through 
the microscope. There were minute insects not discernabhe to the naked 
eye, and parts of flowers openings up a new world for some of us. 


lierbers were then invited to view, under the microscopes subjects 
ranging from grains of pollen , butterfly wings which had incredible 
beauty and iridescence. 
Watching spore cases open. on the back of fern fronds created a lot of 
interest. 3 
Looking at their-own specimens, members were able to see the microsc- 
opical spiders and insects that had been attacking their garden plants. 


' Among the interested children was one who had brought his own 
microscope and presented his various specimens for all to see. 


My Bates was thanked for his most informative lecture and most of 
all his:trouble in setting up such a variety of microscopes’ for us... 


Peg fall. 


MESSAGE FRO lirs CRAIE. 


I would tike to say a somewhat belated, but very sineere ' thankyou’ 
to the many Latrobe Valley Field Waturalist Club friends who displayed 
thetr coneern for my well betng in so many helpful ways during and < ~~ 
after my sudden and unexpected stay tn hospital during iarch. 

Nobody could wish for a kindlier, more helpful group of friends for 
vhom, and to whom I am very truly grateful. 


-Hoenor Crane. 


Congratutattons to Philip and Christtana Siethurst on the arrival of 
a baby son naned Benedict . .'le look forward to meeting the young man 
at sone future meeting. 
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AUSTRALIA FLORA DISPLAY. 


As members will be aware the Club will be holding a flower show to be 
known as a DISPLAY OF AUSTRALIAN FLORA. This will be held in Morwell 
on October 16th and 17th. 
The show will be held in the Postal Institute Hall in Hazelwood Road! 
Morwell (opposite Library) from 9.00am -$.00 pm Friday and 9.00 am- 
1.00pm on Saturday. 


A subcommittee has been busy arranging details but helpers are needed 
to assemble display, supervise display at all times and dismantle - 
the whole thing. 

If you are able to help in any way please let us know, it cannot be 
done by just a few people. 

Please save plastic cream bottles, glass milk bottles 


If you can grow some cuttings from your Australian plants we would be 
grateful for these. ‘ie intend to sell plants at the show. 


lirs Huxley will be in charge of the floral display but we want flowers 
from all of our members. PLease let the Secretary know the flowers you 
will have in October as all the name labels have to be written before. 
hand . All flower specimens to be labelled and tied in small bunches 

separately(this makes the job easier and species are all kept together) 


Has any member any suggestions for the success of the show ? ? 


Does any member have skill in makings posters? ? these will be needed 
to advertise the display. Ree 
We are arranging for small handbill s to be printed for distribution. 


Is anyone willing to donate plant for competition (door prize) 


Wembers of the subcommittee are ,lirs HUxley, lirs Merson, Mr Lubcke, 
Mr Wall and the Secretary Mrs Peterson. oc : 


The Club has received notice of the 
PETER RANKIN TRUST FUND FOR HERPETOLOGY. 


This is a trust fund to help young Australian herpetologists. 
Individual grants range from $50.00 to $500.00. The closing date for 
applications is 15th July 1981. aa 


If you know anyone interested in this please contact ane Recery who 
has full details of the fund. © 


Herpetology. ‘is the study of Amphibians and Reptiles. 


We will miss Barry Traill from our meetings and excursions as he is 
at present cycling in Queensland. This is before he commences his 


University studies next year. Barry has been a very enthusiastic 
member since he joined the club and his great interest in birds has 


helped many members. WE wish Barry well in his travels and studies. 
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REPORT OF COMMILTEL if ee HiLD ae VAY 1987. 
CONSTITUTION 


Discussion had taken place re the Club Constitution and it was felt that 
members should have a copy of same. Miss Galbraith had written a copy of 
the constitution but it was Sancta ees that a clause should be added 
re the Latrobe Valley Naturalist. This was moved and seconded. 
Since the meeting an original copy of the constitution has been found 
and as it has a clause relatinc to the Naturalist , The original copy 

has been ‘reproduce d in this issue. ' 


RULES FOR EXCURSIONS. 
These rules were read to the committee members. ilost of the rules 
related to organizing excursinas and general members need only 2 0 3 
of these rules and this would he explained to members when they ass- 
emble at meeting place. A copy of the rules is printed in this’ issue. 


A letter was received from the V.F.N.C.A. giving details of a WINI 
CAMPOUT on September 19th, 20th at Alexandra. 

A programme has been arranzed se Saturday afternoon, evening and 
“Sunday morning , 


There are motels, hotels, caravan park at Raver cee, Anyone interested 
can have more details from Secretary. 


Letter received from australia Post re the recistration of the L.V. 
Naturalist. We have already lodged our application. 


Letter from NATIVE FORESTS ACTION COUNCIL re “The Sassafras Declaration” 
This is a ‘petition-like “statement which people vill sign. 
They expect 50,000 signatures by June Sth 1982 which is World Envir- 


onment Day. The campaign was launched on Sunday June 14th 1980 
If you wish to support this campaign contact the Council at 
118 Errol Street , North Melbourne 3051, 


It had been reported that members sitting at the back of the meeting 
hall had some difficulty in hearing some speakers. lin Wall offered to 
bring his microphone to see if members thought it would be useful. 
Consideration may be given to the purchase of a microphone. 


CAR STICKERS Mr PUckey to be asked if he could bring some stickers to 
a meeting. 

NAME BADGES. There had been several enquiries re the badges. 

Miss Galbraith offered to contact iirs Crane re this matter. 


irs Lubeke offered to take over the office of Bird Recording Officer 
as Barry Traill has resigned from the office. 


Supper Roster June 26th. lirs Crane lirs Stewart 


The next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday June 24th at the 
home of iip and IMrs Ster] cenburg, 21. Watsons Road Moe at 7.30 pm. 
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LATROBE VALLEY FIELD tATURALISTS* CLUB. 
CONSTITULTL OH! Aid: RULES. 


The nae of the Club shall be The Latrobe Valley Field... 
Haturalists'Club. 


The objects of the Club shall be:- 
(a) The study, enjoyment and conservatton of nature; 
(b) Zhe eneouragement of an interest ti the vartous aspects 
of natural history: te 
(e) The holding of regular meetings and arranging for 
suttable speakers: 
(d) The organtstng of escurstons or field days at ttmes to 
be determined by the Euecutive Committee. — 
The managenent of the Club shall be tn the hands of an Execut- 
tive committee conststing of a Prestdent, three Vice-Presidents, 
a Seeretary and a Treasurer, and other such menbers as may be 
added to these offteers, and the Executive Conmtttee shall 
have authortty to do all things necessary to carry out the 
objects of the Club, and to make rules consistent with such 
objects.At all times to the approval or otherwise of members 
in general meetings. oe: es oe 


tieetings: Weetings of the Club shall be held monthly as arran- 
ged, and an Annual General ieeting shall be held tn the month 


“of uareh eaeh year at whieh, in additton to any other business 


electtons shall he condueted for vacanctes in offices of the 
Executive. Members tn general meeting shall determine offices 
to be declared vacant in any year. 


Quorum: The quorum for an Eaeeuttve Conmtittee shall be five 
members of the izecutive. , 


Subsertpttons: Subsertptions to be patd by members shall be as 
deterntned by tre tzecutive Comntttee. 


Club Newsletter: The Club shall publish a periodical to be 
known as the Latrobe Valley Waturalist of which tssues are to 
be made monthly and all copies posted to the private address 


of members and to be forwarded regularly. The price per issue 
ts to be ineluded in the annual subsertption per annum from 
eaeh member's annuat subscription and shall be set apart for 


the newsletter and be separately accounted for in the Annual 
Balance Sheet and be duly audtted. 


This Constitution and Rules has been approved by @.majority 
of members present at.a General Meeting held at Yallourn on 
Frtday the 25th February 1966. pe ee 


yiieitasseee Se oe be pigs <thtasifag wy Manti ae tts {ch nary 


Sen ie ke 
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CAR RULES FOR EXCURSIOUS OF L.V.F.i.C. 


Leader to be provided uwtth whistle 


1 long whistle stop 
2 short be ready to teave tn 3 minutes. 
4 short please gather round leader. 


Dtreettons for Late comers to be left at an agreed place 
( to be announced at meeting or when possible published in 
Naturalist) 


Arrange meeting place as near execurston area as posstble. 


Remind atl members, when gathered at meeting place: 
1. To keep wtthin sight of car behind at all turns or crossroads. 


Arrange totlet stop at some appropriate place on long excursions. 


Duties of individual members 


Anyone gotng out of hearing of leaders whtstle - or leaving party 
to tell leader. 
Travel at reasonable speed (60-60 km Jand well apart between stops. 


feep tn same order all day , etreumstances pernttting. 
Remember the rule of keeping within stght of follourtng car at 
corners. 


rr 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Detatlts of contributing cluns are as follovus. 
CLUL: > FHOMASECREPARY.: UGETIUGS 
LATROBE VALLEY F.il.C. fips I.Peterson 7,.50p. on 4th Frtday 
14 Barry Street, Cach wontn, at 
UORVELL 5840 Regtonatlt Fdueatton 
“phone 542129 Centre, Kirk St.ii0Er 
SALE F.i.C iv HNHaeLean 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
P.O.Box 302 each mouth, Room 13 
SALE 5850 Conttnutng Edueatton 
*phone458238 Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE 
PRARALGOW F.i.C. lip £,Vetgoltd 8.00pm on Ist Friday 
7 Grahan Cres. each month, at LV. 
VRARALGOW 3844 Bdueation Buildin 1g 
TRARALGOL 
Kosetusko St Seiool. 
WARRAGUL F.il.C. lip J. Brooks 8.00 pr on 3rd Friday 
3 Nobel Street each, month. Publte 
VARRAGUL 3820 Library. WARRAGUL. 
‘phone 231563 
BAIRIUSDALE F.i.C. iim E.V,Baxton 8.00 pa on 8rd Friday 
18 Turybull Street each. month. 
BATPUSDALL 5875 C.W.A.Haltl. 
"phone 523792 BATRIUSDALL. 
SUBSCRIPFIOIS . : 
Due larch Ist, payable to Hon #peasurer ips A. Stevart 
Fea OM Staves. MENS) 
LUVBOROUGH 3828 
VATURALIST 86.00 FPAUILY §8.00 SIPCLE WeiRERS SX 7..00 


LATROBE VALLEY iATURALIST ts the offtetal publication of th 
Latrobe Valley Freld ilaturaltst Club. 

Contributions on any aspect of ilatural History are invited from 
UEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 


Hon Editor. ivs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlain Rd. 
Hewborough 3828. 
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CONIUG _#VEITS. 
Sima tat F.i.C. Z 


Peeving: . : _ Friday duly 17th 
Eseurston: . Contact Secretary for detatls 


Lagnoxe VALESY Pens 
BOTLUG: .  Frtday July 24th 
SPRARER: ae tir Vrogop “Parrots” 
EXCURSIOM: Saturday July 25th to Loch Sport, 
eee Golden Beach, feaspray area. 


EEETING PLACE: — _—s« LOagford fall 10.00 an. 


-ORA 'Gi -~BE PLLIED PARROT SURVEY 


The Vietorian survey tll take place on Soe guly 10h 

“: Sunday July 19 

7 ge. you can go out and eTSSK for these Bioicise btrds on ee 
dates ecOCuaC Hes: Lubeke or BOC ay. pe 10 AEE: census beer es 


| str or te San 


Le ostobés. 16th 

; : = see ‘Saturday October 17th 

Remember » these dotes---ve eee need your help and Se pdoe 
See apes c= Fo make ie eeep lay 2 ROSS 


ee 2D OBSERVERS enue camour. ee 26.29,30 


at Banksia ponies Fult details from Secretary or. . ; 
4 eee rele ne COLLIE Tel. 52 4576. 


iy 
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a eI eet oeeens ad oeer ee 
THE THOMSOH DAI. 
Yatk by llr A.Marshall 22/5/81 


Mp “arshall outlined his address by outlining the-resional seology 
of the Thomson Dam project area. Geological history wes e: :plained with 
reference..to the development of present day toporraphical features such 
as mountains, valleys and viver courses in the project area. 


nc ts in the vicinity 
are“$élatively recent and 

Ps. Coupled with: the fact 
ve seismic zone, the seo- 
slid 


Evidence of numerous previous lands 
of the Thomson Dam. .Nost.of these la ws 


ands 
probably occured over.the last one mill 
that the area is considered to be a mil 
if. fa 
ot 
uc 


logical mapping and CCB ree eer On fe) ides in the area was 
necessary to evaluate stability. at the various construction sites aaa 
_ to select the best possible location for the dam wall itself. 


The reology of the selected dam ‘site ‘is structurally complex and 
has been delineated’ by intensive studies over a number of years. 
A good deal of strongly developed folding and faulting is present and 
much of this has some effect on the potential. security of excavations 
and structures. liovement detected alongs the axis of one fold in the 
immediate vicinity of the dam wall for instance has been of particular 
concern and has reguired extensive remedial ensineering to remove any 
possibility of future damage. Such safeguards can only be implemented 
with confidence when the full Significance and magnitude of the problem 
has been understood in terms of the geological structure. 


This underlines the necessity or incorporating the results of sound 
geological investigations into ensineerings design particularly when it 
comes’ to major dams. A detailed knowledge of the site cseology is also 
essential to’ preventing leakase and to. the selection of auarry sites 
needed to supply the many different types and gra ies of construction 
rock required. 


Mie Marshall supported his address with a number of charts and a 
large selection of slides, many of which showed ‘textbook" geological 
features exposed in road cuttings and other excavations at the Thomson 

project. Some slides were diagrammatic and clearly illustrated both the> 
layout of the project and many of the principal design features. : 
Yet others recorded stages in the development of the project, giving 
some indication of the difficult nature of the terrain and the extent 
of earthworks and clearing required. The rationale behind the entire 
project was outlined and a number of surprisinc statistics were given. 


Overall, ii Mershalls address vas well received and a sreat deal 
of interest was shown by those SaeSents all of whom-would certainly 
have benefitted from a clearer understanding of the many aspects ofthe 
Thomson River Dam project as well as gaining an insicht- into the vhysi- 
cal difficulties and setbacks. it has experienced. : 


R.Gaulton. 
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PHOUSOM DAIf BXCURSIOH. 25/5/81 

Saturdays Thomson Dam and Tanjil Dam excursion dawned bright and 
clear - well perhaps in Darwin, but certainly not hene in the Latrohe 
Valley. 

A fresh south-easterly sent a muss of for, rain and power station 
pellution rolling up along the valley floor. The weather forecasts 
promised even greater variety - sheep weather alerts, snow, rain, thun- 
der, floods, breaking of the drought and for rood measure threw in warn- 
ings to ships at sea, or anchored off the coast to watch out for tidal 
waves that might arise from an earthquake off Tasmania. 


So the L.V.F.N. arriving at Rawson might be forgiven for being in 
less numbers than usual. 

: The Clubs weather luck again held and the day proceeded calm only © 
1ifhtly overcast, cloud ceiling about 1515m(5000ft) dropping only a 
little later in the afternoon. This gave excellent distant views of 
the Landscape around the work sites.Overnight rein had washed the forest 
ferns, serubbed clean the rock strata, deepened the mountain blue, and 
curtained with cloud parts of the ranges. sigs 


ioondarra Dam itself was not visited but the natural display of 
sunshine wattle(Acacia botrycephella} around the road junetion there 
was notable.Being of the same type of construction, utilising water 
from the same Bav= Law source, via the Tyers River, and en similar geol~ 
ogical formation to the Thomsen and Tanjil sites this first large dam 
of the Latrobe system should be considered with later ones. 


Arriving at Rawson, the 1.11.B.1. Yorks Administration Centre, lir 
Alan Marshall screened a fil, of the project. We viewed the models and 
talked over points of the previous nights lecture. 

Rawson centre is some 300m(1090ft) above the Latrobe Valley which 
we could look down upon with its own local weather still performing. 
From Rawson at Parkers Corner to the Thomson Dam site is about 15 km 
mostly over the upgradedThomson Valley Forest road that followed the 
original timber tramline on a lin 26 grade line rising to 820 m(2700ft) 


near Talbot Creek before plungins ‘steeply down to the Dam where the 
river level is 300 m(990ft)above sea level.This portion of the road 
drops 455m(1500 ft) and gives an almost continuous shoving of spectac~ 
ular folding and faulting of the rock strata besides showing a notic- 
eable change in the type of flora it supports as it changes from late 


Devonian Baw Baw Granodiorite to the, Silurian Siltstone of ‘che Thomson Bes 
valley floor. Roads now cost awound $ 100,000 per Km in this terrain. 


One of the features of the dam site chosen is that all major mate~ 
rials for its construction are to be found right at hand -~ Granite bou- 
lders for protecting the wall surfaces from wave and weather erosion, 
Sandstone for the rock fill, high feldspathic clays from decomposed 
granite for the central earth fill seal, mixed crushed and graded rock 
for the central filters and rock ground down to suitable mesh sized sand 
and screenings for the conureting operations. 


The works site in the vast amphitheatre is a most impressive sight 
with the proportions of human size being reduced to almost nil. 


contd pp 3: 
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THOUSOH DA EXCURSTOI contd... 


The large array of construction machines -Rock Buggies, Dozers, 
Dumpers, Cranes, Drillriss, Rippers, Rollers and nany more at distance 
seem to assume the wallowings and muffled sruntings of a mob of ante ~ 
diluvian dinosaur. 


Nevertheless as Alan was able to explain, all "“mod-cons"” are rea-~ 
lly there although many may be out of sight. Laser Beams assist the 
surveyors Strain gauges and tensometers, some far underground, const- 
antly monitor any area movement. Diamond drills penetrate the bedrock . 
seeking out fissures for pressure testing and concrete sealinc. : 
Meticulous and constant material testing is done in field laboratories. 
Eg. for every 100mm (4 inch) that the dam wall rises , six tests have 
to be done to ensure correct compacticn of the central earth seal as it 
is volled into form by bulldozer drawn “sheepsfoot tampers". 

A shade too dry and it would crumble, too wet and it would run as a 
slurry. So there will be over 9900 individual tests on that one item 
alone. With no roof big enough to cover the job the weather is also a 
big factor. 

UNlike the design of a buildin& or bridge based on known factors 
a dambuilding project has many more unknowns to contend with as exact 
conditions of strata are never known until final excavations are made 
so the Engineers expertise is called on to adapt to changing circthimst~ 
ances. The construction design was undertaken by the Snowy lountains 
Authority and it is similar in size to their Talbingo Dam. 


The Thomson Dam at its capacity holding of 1l.imegalitres might add 
the considerable weight of 1,312,000,000 Tonnesof water over the 2200 
Ha(5500acres) of the vailey. The emptying of the oi1 from the sediment- 
ary basins of Bass Strait may isive added stress in that area to its 
present downfolding with tremors noted every so often between the fault 
lines that extend from the Strait throughout Gippsland.(5.2 on the Rich- 
ter Scale there 17/6/81,scale 7 can mean devastation) 


The possibility of blackberry growth around the clear felled per- 
imeter of the Dam is an interesting one with a considerable area devoid 
of water for long periods. The shoreline of sime 300 Km (180miles) with 
considerable width "beaches" down to an indeterminate water line will 
occur in an area notorious for Gippslands Floral Emblem! 


Siltation is always a factor associated with dams and here the bulk 
of the water comes off granite catchments. Although naturally weather 
resistant, granite is devastated by fire and the serious silting of the 
slower Plowing Latrobe River with granite sands is a growing problen. 
The cyclic nature of area fires might be studied more. 


Water quality is expected to remain high in the Thomson storage as 
catchment strata is salt free with only a little iron and calcite traces 
soluble in the holding area. 
G. Toye. 


Part 3 of these articles referring to Blue Rock Dan wtll be tneluded 
tn the August tssue. : Ed. 
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CEOLOGY OF THOUEOI DA AREA. 


The main geological features concerning the Thomson Dam revolve 
around the Walhalla synclinerium near the dam wall and the Eastern 
Anticlinorium through which the 30 km or so of tunnellins directs the 
water to the Upper--Yarra Dan thence to lielbourne. The synelines have 
a'sink®™ or downfolding shane of strata whilst the anticline assumes an 
A or arch shaped upfoldinz. 


The strata around the wall had its origin in the Silurian period 
which began 440 million years ago. The australian continent in those 
times being an integral part of GONDVANALAND, that single land mass 
south of the Equator and centred around the south pole. it renained 
there for another 200 million years until around 150 million years aro 
it separated together with the Antarctic mass. ee 


In its Gondwanaland state land was continuous west of Tasmania 
and a deep sea trough submerged east Tasmanie runnins north through 
Gippsland and into Queensland leaving only a narrow coastal NS? -Old 
strip. Into this sea poured the sediments forming the yellow sandstones 
and darker bands of siltstones. This banded rock can be seen on the | 
surface today from about the Latrobe Valley northtiards across the Div- 
iding Range past Lake eildon and ilansfield. In width it extends from 
about the Macalister river west to almost Warburton. 


The Silurian period is often termed “The ace of fishes" for land 
animals had not yet evolved.and land plants weee besinning to appear. 
It was in this area along the Woods Point road north of jlount Easton 
that “Baragwanathia" one of the first emerging land plant fossil was 
found. IN the Mansfield area fossils of an erally, form of shark have 
been found and an Ostrocoderm (armour plated fish). It had no internal 
skeleton,and swam by moveable plates placed laterally towards the tail. 


It was found at Wombat Creek in N.E.Gippsland also in silurian strata. 
This strate is not considered very fossiliferous however, the yellow | 


bands of sandstone indicate a poor environment for living organisms 
but the darker bands of siltstone with a higher carbonaceous content 


may be due to animal remains thouch not in a recognizable form. 


This lack of fossil record makes it difficult to distinguish between 
upper silurian and the lower Devonian occurences throughout Victoria. 
Further downstream are the Ehomson fossil Crinoids, those plant=like 
animals of deep seas found in a dark matrix of metamorphosed calcium 
rock. Some 3030metres (10,000ft) of sediments produced in the lower ~ 


Devonian are supposed to overlie the silurian deposits of the Walhalla. 
synclinorium. In the upper Drvonian period earth movements coincidental | 


with the Tabberabberan mountein building process gave rise to the Baw 
Baw granite. mass formation and quartz intrusions throughout the area 
forming the famous gold reefs of Walhalla area. 


Being formed at a great distance below the Scraiaby s surface- some 
3 km -so cooling very slowly the granites assume a large crystalline 
structure, whereas the same material. if iejected in a volcanic action 
would give a fine structure familiar in basalt xvoad, metal. 
contd pnp. 3 
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GEOLOGY OF THOINSOH DAI AREA, contd... 


The Daw Batt rock is a granodiorite having over 65% silicon dioxide and 
is acidic. These rocks with less silica sey 45 -55% like granite or 
basalt are classed as basic. 

Permian times of 250 million years ago sat the area covered with 
ice sheets and scoured by slaciers. These extended from Tasmania to 
well into Queensland. The Jurassic period ,80 miliion vears ago saw 
tremendous rainfall scouring the area into huge lake systems, the sed- 
iments of which form the system of Australias Artesian basins. 

The combined Antarctic~Australian tectonic plates were about this time 
separating from the primal COND'YANALAND continent. Gippsland strata 

was further heavily folded and raised in upper Cretaceous times, at a 
period when the sea flowed across the Australian continent from South 
Australia to Gulf of Carpentaria. Stream flows such as an early course 


of the Thomson eroded deeply and exposed the Baw Baw plateau. 

The final parting of the Antarctic and australian plates occured and 
extensive voleanic activity in that Eocene epoch of the Tertiary period 
some 30-50 million years ago, around Aberfeldy and lioondarra filled in 
most of the original streams. 


The Kosciusko uplift of the Pliocene epoch between 7~3 million years 

aco beran heavy stream erosion arain removing most of the volcanic 

soil except for a series of ridge top cappings and hanging. terraces 
along the valley sides. These latter features have to be geologically 
investigated for stability. Being auriferous they were subject to mining 


prospects of last century. Considerable slides of sranite have been 
found to occur into the valley from the west over the last million years. 


Gippsland of the past has been considered as forming a single large 
plateau with various strata building up to some 3300metres (35,000ft) 


The Thomson Dam compares well with that engineering wonder of the 
world of 5G00years ago -. the Great Pyramid of KHUFU (Cheops). 
The two projects have around the same base area of 6.5 Ha(13 acres) 
with Thomson a little more pentagonal shaped, and its height being but 
10 m higher although its top configuration is naturally different. : 
The materials are almost the same - sandstone and granite.The Egyptian 
project was built in more labour intensive times employing some 100,600 
men on a ten-year road making and 20 year part time construction prog~ 
ram. One might ponder the course of history had it been placed in the 
Nile instead of in the desert. It has stood the test of time very well 
for it is almost impossible to insert a razor blade between its blocks 
of perfectly hewn stone. i 


G. Toye. 
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REPORT? OF COMMITTEE REPT ING HOLD JUNE 24th 1981. 


Details of Orange~bellied Parrot survey receivec. from Tasmanian 
National Parks and Wildlife Service. 


Decided that we would not be able to visit Jack Smiths Lake for 
the July excursion. The roads are not suitable even for Four Wheel drive 
vehicles. We will endeavour to look for Oranse-bellied Parrots along 
the coastal areas. 


Publications received: Geelong Naturalist 
c.c.V. Newsletter lorthern Territory Naturalist 
Yorld Wildlife Fund Newsletter ECOS 


World Wildlife Fund appeal for endangered species 


cad 


Australia POst have of 
posting Category DBD. 
Decided that we would send a birthday card to iliss Grace Auchterlonie 
who is 92. Both she and her brother have been great workers for 
conservation and the ideals of Field Naturalist Clubs. 


icially notified us of our precistration for 


A final run down of the details obtained for paper costs for Naturalist. 
He can buy paper cheaper. in much larger quantities. This may be poss-: 
ible combining with local Historical Societies. Ther is some paper 
which is considered inferior for our purposes. 

Printing is certainly cheaper at Warragul Education Centre but 

Who ? ? would be prepared to travel there each month and do the printings 
As there is another Postal increase expected in December we will he 


hard pressed to get in front of inflation , so '7e can expect further 
increases in the fUture. 


CONSERVATION CO-ORDINATOR. 
Received ™.1.B.1%. Report on Rawson Township. 
Transcript of Evidence re Driffield Coal Reserve IMaquiry. 
(These documents are available to interested members) 


Forests Commission have sent details of Register of Sienificent 
Trees in Victoria. 


(iembers- will be able to help in this with details of trees known) 


The next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday July 22nd 
At the home of ir and lirs Lubcke 122a Helen Street Horwell at 
7.30 pm. Any interested members welcome at these meetings. 


SUPPER ROSTER July 24th lips O'Rielly irs Burns. 
DISPLAY OF AUSTRALIA# FLORA to be held on October 16th .17th. 


If you have any plants which will be tn flover at that ttme could you 
please Let iirs Peterson know. Sie vill be writing cards for all 
specimens before the event,thts will make the job a little easter on 
the day of setting up the display. 

ROSTER. A roster vill be available at the next meeting for members to 
fill in. Several people will be needed to supervise the display at any 
one time. so we wtll need lots of names please. 
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LLUE ROCK DAL, os 
continuation of Liomson Dan story. 
Later in the afternoon of our visit to the Thomson Dam, on our vay 
back to the Latrobe Valley sunklands we turned west alone the Willow- 
grove road to the site of the Blue Rock Dam on the Tanjil Viver. 
The southern side of the site has been cleared to merce with the surr- 
ounding rural countryside and the north portion partly cleared of the 
natural bush a good deal of which will be retained in the final land- 
scaping of the area. When completed with the nearby peaks of It Panjil 
and lit Carmel, the Baw Baw plateau and Tooronga Ranses beyond mirrored 
in the water it should make for an impressive sirht.It is towards the 
southern limits of that out cropping of silurian sandstone that runs .. 
for a hundred miles or so to the north and on which both the Moondarra 
and Thomson Dams are built. 


The name Blue Rock given to the area. derives from an intense purp-. 
p iish-blue colouration on the wock faces due to interaction of iron and 
~ manganese content. The very rich but "lost" Moonlight Lead goldmine is 
not far away acposs the river but the marked auriferous areas extend 
from Russells Creek down to Willowgrove township, which is just visible 
upstream of the dam site. 


The more recent volcanic flows of the Miocene epoch, some 20 million ye 
years ago, filled over the rivers of the Tanjil area welding the gold 
and gravel therein into a grey cement like mass. Fault lines through 
the area having displaced the original runs of the rivers made for tri- 
cky mining. 

Tony Wissenden of the State Rivers and Water Supply Commission 
who has been at the project since its inception related some of the 
unusual features for us. One difficulty is the need to contend with two’ ~~ 
different geological strata on a dan wall. ese 


On the north wall the silurian siltstone has a top capping of Tertiary 
period volcanics. On the south bank the familiar lernes Oak gravel 
wash could also be seen. The wall construction is of the same type, rock 
fill and earth as /Thomson and Moondarra Dams, hut while the the width 

I) of the wall is: about. the same as Themson its height (75metres)is only . 
about half.Tt will have a holding capacity of 1/5 that of Thomson which | 


nevertheless is equal to one years flow of the Tanjil. 
Both projects were at almost the same stage of construction with 


the mainstream diversion tunnels operating the wall butters cleared to 
60 degree slopes, and the wall foundations being prepared. The dip of 


the strata is about 40 degrees and sloping inwards toward the dam wall 
will produce compression forces minimising movement on bedding planes 
in the rock. 2 

This is an ideal time to view such projects. On the north bank 
were some particularly good examples of cross faulting showing on the 
rock and we could see the completed stage of a special series of anchor 
bolts penetrating far into the rock. tony was able to assure us that 
the wildlife of the area were all alive and very active. No mention _ 
of the native Spotted Wildcat for which.the area has been noted TOvecws 
special protective policy. ; : 

Before it got :too dark to see anything more we all went home. 


G. foye. 
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ANTARCTICA, 
ae Tatk by i'r Alan Humphreys 26/6/81 

Antarctica is aloser to Australia than most people realise -about 
the same distance away from lielbourne as is Perth. It takea about five 
hours to fly from australia to the nearest part of Antarctica. 
Antarctica is significantly larser than fustralia with an area of 13.5 
million square kilometres compared with 8 million square kilometres 
Australia claims as its own territory some 6 million square kilometres 
of Antarctica. 


-Australia‘s clain to territory in Antarctica has been suspended 
in accordance with the Antarctic Treaty of 1961. The treaty is effect-- 
ive until 1991. All territorial claims were suspended under the terms 


of the treaty and Antarctica was declared an area for international 
peaceful research.There are now 14 signatories to the antarctic Treaty 


including the USA and USSR, both countries who stronsly oppose any ( 
claims of sovereignty by any country in Antarctica. 


_ International co-operation is now a feature of Antarctic activit= 
ies. Scientific research is carried out in glaciologsy, upper atmosph- 
ere physics, biology, earth sciences, ionospheric physics, cosmic ravs 
physics, meteorology, medical science, surveying and mapping. 

In Australia the antarctic programme is co-ordinated by the ‘Antarctic : 
Division of the Dapartment of Science and Technology with its new Fead- 


quarters in Hobart. The Antarctic Division employs some 90 full time 
staff and up to 150 expedition staff. The australian programmes are 
based on a one year term in Antarctica at one of the three australian 
stattions of Mawson, Davis and Casey and on the Sub-antarctic island 
of Macquarie. ‘There is also an intensive summer programme from October 
through to March. © 


The Antarctic is a very difficult place to get to, the sea freezes 
for up to 300 kilometres from the coast during winter and shipping 
access is available for about 2 months in January and February. 


_ Aireraft have a_longer access period but are limited mostly to ski ; 
“equipped aircraft with the exception of the larser American and Soviet 
bases where wheeled aircraft can land. 


: Australia does not have a ship of ita own to conduct scientific. 
research or provide logistic support to its operations in spite of 
them extending continuously since 1946.0Over that period Australia has_ 
chartered Danish ice strengthened cargo vessels which are capable of 
aecommodating up to 55 passengers in addition to 30 crew members. |- 
Australia participates with New Zealand and the USA in a co-operative 
air transport system. Bysupplying RAAF aircraft to fly between Christ- 
church, New Zealand and ficifurdo, Antarctica, Australia is able to uti- 
lise American ski equipped aircraft to fly between ‘ellurdo and Casey 
stations. This enables scientists and other expedition members to take 
advantage of the summer period by commencing their programmes in Oct-~— 
aber and November in each year rather than having to wait until Dec- 
“ember or TEER using the more conventional. ship transport. 


’ 


Asan eee ae 3 


é 1 
breaks off from the Teche aaa ice sheet. Icebergs of up to 190 k 


'5 ke. The males come ashore in the middie of: sietiatnas to the rookeri.:. 
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APPARCTICA. - COMLAss ae 


Antarctica contains about 90% ef the vorld‘s fresh water. 
The continent is approximately cireular and the cross-section shape. 
of an inverted saucer is about 4,000metres hifh at the pole with a1: 
ice thickness of about 4,000 matres also: in fact, in parts the und o- 
lying rock is actually below sea level although the actual elevati a 
of the ice surface may be some 3000: 4000 metres above sealevel. 


Our scientists believe. however, that should the ice melt the land. ae 
erneath would actually float up on the earth's mantle.In the unlike: 
event, at least in our time, of the ice cap completely melting the oer 
level around the world would vise by sone 60-70 metres. There is etouch 
ice in Antarctica to cover the whole of australia with a mantle oven: — 
one kilometre thick. 


.f\ Feature ofAntarctic geography is the hose tabular iceberg 


metres long and 50 kilometres wide have been seen on a number of oc:as- 
ions although usually they are much smaller. Australian scientists (n 
co-operation with the French have jJanded radio transponders by he:i- 
copter on ieebergs and,using satellites, tracked their movements ovr a 
number of years. The iceberss are mos stly affested by the ocean curr-nts, 
tending to move in large sometyhat erratic circles. Often icebergs ground : 
themselves in shallow water and remain immobile Sis ames for many years.” 
Some three’ quart ters or more of the iceberg is actually under water es 
due to erosion icebergs fyequently invert chenselves revealing beaut i 


ully sculptured peaks and caverns on the newly exposed surfaces. 


While there is very little Flora on the antarctic: continent th ure | 


e 
is a greater amount of ae life koth on the land and. in. the,,oceaty. - 
avs 


Of particul ar interest these days is krill, a shrimp-Like erustacec we 
to 60 mm long.The.krill forms a funcamental part of the food. chain peer om 
ding directly the. baleen whales some of which are the larrest creat. ves - 
that-have ever existed on earth. Other species such as fish, pengui.s, — 
seals and birds also have krill as a major if not total part of the x . 
diet. Some scientists have estimated that 70 000 000 tonnes of kyil. . 
could be safely harvested annually equivalent to the total world fish. 


catch at poes ent. Needless to say carefuland extensive research hé- 

to.be.undevtaken before such dramatic harves ting is. attempted letaccise 

antarctté marine ecosystem is to be preserved in balance. 
Penguins’ are one of the most obvious animals in Antarctica. 

the Adele is the most common. It is about 600mm high and weighs arcw .nd- 


13) 


on the rocky outcrops SO: the coast often, to same COOKERY: yes. 
after year Everel usually th the same mate. the ma ae Bus lds his 


out of pebbles and af a e few days the females come” ashore aha Tas: 
their em#s. Usually the females lay two eggs and even if ‘both hate) 
usually the first chick does not survive, The grey Fluffy chicks ars. 
raised in iurseries and are veady to go to sea in about 8 weeks. 

The other penguin which breeds in Antarctica is the Emperor 
which is appro: simately 1 metre high and weighs about 30 kg. The Emp:ror 
is the largest of the penguin family. They breed in colonies on the 
coastal sea ice. — : 
contd. .-.-6.epp 4 
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ANTARCTICA. contd... 


Unlike the Adelie they breed in winter layints epss in about May, carr- 
ying and incubating them on their feet under a fold of skin. The chicks 
are raised under extreme conditions, being hatched in the winter dark- 
ness when temperatures can fall to -40 degrees C and blizzards are fxe- 
quent. , ae ; 
The four spécies of seal to be found in Antarctica are the Weddell 
Ross, Crabeater: and Leopard. The Weddell is found commonly around the 
three Australian stations, although an occasional Crabeater and Leopard 
is not uncommon. The Leopard is carnivorous livins off penguins, other 
seals and fish. The.other seals live mainly on fish and sauid but the 
Crabeater exists ‘mostly on koilh, Like many - of the birds and whales. 


The Nitecrasitsic whales can be, anaseied into two sroups - the tootned q 
and the toothless (baleen whéles). The baleen whales: are the 1+4rgest 

and live mostly off krill. »Antarctic baleen species ave the Dlue Finned 
iinke, Sei, and Right.whales. the two species of toothed whales normally 
found in. Antarctic. waters) are the Sperm ana the ce Killer whales _ . 
patrol the edge of the. pack ice living off the careless or slow penguins 
seal, fish or even other whales. Sperm whales live aasicihe on aquid. 


Whales spend the summer feeding in antarctic waters, and when: they ret- 
urn to.the north in autumn to bear and rear their youn they live mostly 
OLE ABAD ANSE accumulated during the winter feeding. 


” 


There is a. surprising number of birds around the soast of heeanos 
tica. the. most common is the iicCormick’s Skua. These birds are larger 
then a Silver Guill but scavange in the same way.,either around the stat- 
ions , the penguin rookeries or the seal colonies lookwng for the unvary 
chick or the Sick animal. ‘They lay their eggs, usually two olive green 
in the rocky nests on open cround. They protect their nests ferociously 
from intruders, dive bombing. them and often hitting the intruder, with 
wing or beak. This makes them fairly easy to net.for banding. 


Petrels form the largest group of birds found in Antarctica. 
The Snow Petrel.is complet rely white and nests in. crevices or under rocky 
ledges. It is about the size of a Silver Gull. If the. enthusiastic photo- * 
grapher tries to get too close he will find the Snow Petrel will ‘spit! 

a waxy yellow substance Sa Ura one distance - a metre is well within 
range. Es < 

The. Mareere Baubeve. is a slight ly Tere thick set petrel with a 
pale grey. upper surface and white underparts, nesting in the same way 
as. ‘the Snow Petrel. ; : 


' The Cape Petrel , or cape pigeon as it is sometimes locally known, 
is easy to distinguish because of its black and white check upperparts. 
It is about the same size as the Snow Petrel and is often seen feeding 


around the ships at anchor. 


Another interesting ‘bird found both around the ships at anchor 
and out at sea is the Wilson's Storm Petrel. It is a small black bird 
about the size of a swallow with long legs. It is seen often dancing oD 
the water surface and seldom ‘actually settled. on the water, These: birds 
| nigrate north TuBWeR ESD 3 travelling as ae as the DRESSES isles: 


HS 


-eontd.:.. pp 5 
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ANTARCTICA. contd... . 


The huge majestic Wandering Albatross is another bird often found 
following ships in Antarctic waters although it does not breed in the 
Antarctic but is found on the sub-antarctica islands such as Iacquaric. 


There are very few plants in Antarctica, that is of the sort that 
one normally thinks of, but there are lichens, mosses and algae, On the 
Antarctic Peninsula there are three flowering plants - two grasses: . 
Deschampsia antarctica and Poa annua (perhaps a weed in your garden) 
and the wort, Colobanthus antarcticus. Lichens are relatively common 
and widespread on the rocky outcrops.. tosses on the other hand require 
moist conditions and preferably some soil. Algae is found in pools and 
melt water streams during the summer time. ~ . ; z 


Antarctica is not only unique geographically but unique politic- 
ally being the only international continent in the world. The current 
seramble for minerals and protein may soon put an end to this as nations 
vie for positions of strength to exploit the marine, submarine and terr- 
estrial resources already discovered and yet to be discovered. 

Some attempts are being made to control the exploitation for the general 
benefit of mankind and the next 10 years to the expiry of the Antarctic 
Treaty will be critical to the future of this beautiful place. 


_ Alan Humphrezs. 


AHOTHER RECORD FOR MORVELL WATTOUAL PARK. 


Mir Evan Jones, temporary rangeraat the Morwell National Park < ; 
reported that he thought he had found Corynus unguiculatus~ Small Helmet 
orchid sometimes known as Pelicans Orchid. Ollie and T went to have a. 
look at these seldom seen little orchids. We agreed with Evan on the - 
identification and while down on hands and knees to admire them we saw 
this yellow spot moving around. We quickly realised that the yeilow 
spot was actually a small flying insect with the pollinea of the orchid 
on its head.. As the colouring of the insect blended with the undergrowth 


I doubt if we would have seen it without the pollinea to attrac® our 
attention. As is the case with insects pollinating some of our ative 
orchids, the insect was a little dazed but even so it eluded us twice 
before we finally trapped it in a match box. We did not try to examine 
it further for fear of losing it. * Nae a aa 


Evan has taken a specimen of the orchid and the insect to Melbourne 
for identification. 


Pon Thompson. 
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The: follovtig is details of a Letter from the: Forests COSTE 
fVietoria regaz ding the Regt tster of Outs tanding Trees. ' 
ie Letter vas from the District Fovester of Yarram Distrtet. 
To qualify: for the register the following conditions apply;- 
Ay, Bither single trees , or if appropriate, groups or stands of trees, 
ony be nominated. 
Trees may be on ita or orivate land. 


lative trees and ntroduced trees are_to be jinepuded. 
Initially the followine FrOUDINES will be used subject to later 


change if a more convenient arpancenent becomes desirable). 
Some exemples are given as a.cuide, but these are by no means 
_ complete: M2 
(a) size - the tallest, Aes etc of the species. 
(b) vestricted -- remnant stands of significance: only known occurences; g 
occurences peta beyond the normal range of species. 
(c) historical - very old tree or planting; tree or trees of local or 
state nistobteal interest. 
(d) social ~ aboriginal canoe, maternity or corroboree trees; BES cap Ly, 
‘trees of the past. 
Ce) unique - unusual features (eg gran ine? species variation, only 
known specimens; rare specimens : 
(F) conspicuous - tree or trees ina prominent position, such as one 
Tree Hills or in a prominent position in a town. 
(g) other - not fitting into the above groups. 


The information required for each tree or group of trees o is 

ik § Species 

DF Description eg size, significance, local name of tree etc. 

ie Location. 

If you have any information about trees on you ean help in any way 
please contact Jim Waayers at the Forest Office 31 Campbell Street 
Yarram or phone (O51) 825 256. 


4% 4 


Ye have sinee- been tunformed that any Forest Coritsston Of ftce ee i 
wtll aecept informatton regarding outstanding trees. < he Nattonal 
Estates ts also working vith the. Commission tn this matter. 


A card received from Barry Traill’ says that the birdlife is 
prolific. Rainbow Birds and Kingfishers everywhere, and a good variety 
of rainforest species many. of which are new to him. He is finding the 
bicycle a pleasant way of setting about. 
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HE WONDERS OF ATURE. 
One fine afternoon the children, aged 10 and 11 years decided to 
find out if the dams in their neighbiurhood were polluted or not. 


Armed with a bucket(plus lid) containing about 2 litres of clear 
water, a pair of tweezers and Mum's flat seive: normally used to prev- 
ent fat from splattering froia the frying pan: they set off to the first 
dam. They also had a small book with instructions and what to look for. 


They decided that the dam was not polluted , since they found 
quite a number of living creatures living in the muddy water. 


From the second dam, they returned with an ugly looking beetle 
type creature which they weren't able to identify(about 2.5 emlong), 
plus a couple of extra children and one crumpled seive. 

They weren't sure if the creature belonged in the water or wanted to. 
get out, so it was put into a small puddle in the garden to make up ~ 
its mind =. 


After half an hour there was as excited call to gao and look. 

The creature had crawled out of the water, its back had ‘split open and 
a new creature was emerging. 

The children were enthralled (and quiet) for at least half an hour 
while they watched the metamorphosis from ? to the most beautiful 
emerald green Dragonfly. After drying its wings in the sun it flew away’: 
for a brief period of life, leaving at least four children and one. 
adult enchanted with the wonders of nature. 


Ann Stevart. 


From a letter froni lay Galbraith in Beechvorth. 


On Friday I heard a different honeyeater call. It was a Yellow- 
winged, I had a very food view if it so I am quite sure. Ive never 
seen one here, though Dad had them on his list. * Later that day I was 
picking roses when a honeyeater was chased into the rose garden. . 
It was a Brown-headed. I could hear more about. They always feed and .~ 


fly in a flock. Today I counted 7, I havent seen one here for 2 years. | a 


On Saturday IT saw a big Yellow-tufted quarreling with a pair of White- 
plumed in the Poorinda Queen Grevillea, so, with the lt Spinebills and 
the pair of Wattle Birds who are constantly here, that is six species 
of honeyeaters. The cold frosts }.ave brought them. I have five Grevill- 
eas blooming and now the green Correa is out, and they also visit the 
fuchsia-heath, purple salvia, and Kunzea baxterii . They need plenty 
of nectar now to keep up their body heat. i 


* Yellow-winged honeyeaters were not recorded for the north east 
until about 15 years ago when Roy Wheeler saw one, but this record 

by May's father - en experienced bird watcher- would be much earlier . 
than that. nee a . 
J.Catbzatth. 
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REPORT. OP COMIITTER MERTIUG HELD JULY 22nd 1981. 


Orange-~ ~bellied Parrot Survey. Par . 
A small party of members and friends visited Jack Smith's Lake on 
Sunday July 19th. They were not lucky in seeing any Orange- bellied 
Parrots but saw many of the Bliue-winged Parrots. 


Decided that in view of the bad conditions near Jack ‘smith's 
Lake the excursion on Saturday 25th July would be to the Golden Beach 
and Seaspray area. lieet at Lonsford Hall at 10.00anm. 


The Secretary had written to the Taxation Commissioner re the 
possibility of tax exemption. ; 


Posters advertising the Display of Australian Flora are being 
obtained. These will be available for members to distribute at the 
August iieetins. 


Decided that we should start a roster of people willing to be 
on duty at the display. We would need at least 4 people to be on duty 
in the hall at any one time. Please help in this amtter if you can. . 


We do not want these duties to fall to the committee members all the: 
time. 

Reporte dthat tiiss Galbraith and tins Peterson visited iiiss Grace 
Auchterlonie on the celebration of her birthday. ‘iss Grace was pleased 
with the. card which members had signed. 


lies thompson. (Conservation Co-ordinator )presented a copy of the 
Biological Environmental effects of the Driffield Proposal to the. 
committee. this-is an important document which SEES to ey, vital 
areas known to the clubs ae ef 
ins ‘Thompson will write to the S.E. C. re. this paper... 


See We a had received from the Royal. Australasian OnndtROTSgISts Union 
details of several courses being held at Rotaman Island Bir servat- 
ory.. These take place August 23-29 iatural History Sound Recording. 
October 22-25 Finding Nests 
August 14-16th Wishbones, Chompers and Drumst ‘icks. 
(or All About Bones) a; aaene 
. November 7-9 Natural liistory Photography ‘ 
“November 21-27 Native aninals ;Habits and Habitats. 
December 6-12 Dird in the Hand as 
You live in at the observatory during the course and the cost, includ- 
ing all meals , is $12 per night. You need bring only sleeping bag and 
personal gear. 


The Secretary has details of all these courses if anyone is int- 
erested. é 


The next Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday August 26th at 
the home of Mr And Mrs licElroy 35 Latrobe Road Morwell at 7.30 pm. 


Supper Roster August 28th Mrs Plant lips Reeves. 
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CONTE EVENTS ‘ 
Latrobe Valley F.i.¢€ 
Heettung: Friday September 28th . 
Speaker: lip Flynn ve stek aud atling birds 
feCGUrston: Horvuell iiattonat Park 
Saturday September 26th 
lieettng Place: fhe Pari. at 10.00an. 


Display of Australian flova 
Friday Octéber 16th 
Saturday October 17th 
Postal Institute Hall , Hazelwood Road forvell. 
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pact tins Parrots = 
a: : : Talk by iir Peter Vroegop 24/7/81 


Australia is'a land of parrots and sixty different species of this 
colourful family have their home on this continent out of a total of* 
about 320 different species throughout the world. ed Fe 

The members of this large and colourful family range from large 
cockatoos of about 65 cm in length down to tiny parrots little larger 
than a sparmrov. : 

australia is particularly fortunate, that in addition to having-a 
larger group than most other countries, where distribution is largely 
confined to the tropical regions, it is possible in this country to find 
at least one or two species in any area from the tropical north to the — 
cooler, windswept shoreline of the south of the continent. 

Because of their brilliant colouring, they have attracted attent- 
ion from the earliest days of European settlement. Some evidence of this 
may be gained from the writings of Dr Arthur Bowes, surgeon of the con- 
vict transport “Lady Penrhyn". Writing about the arrival of the 
first fleet in Sydney Harbour on January 26th 1788, he wrote that 
® the singing of the numerous birds amongst the trees, and the flight 
of numerous parraquets, lorricauets, cockatoos and macaws, made all 
around seem like an enchantment". 

Something of this enchantment was brought’ to us at our July meet- 
ins when members were treated to a memorable, interesting and enjoyable 
evening by Mr Peter Vroegop of JIndivick. yee | teat é 

Mr Vroegop is an aviculturalist, or bird breeder , and a member of 


the Avicultural society. 


He began his address by observing that he was aware that not all field 
naturalists agree with the practice of keeping caged birds; however, he 
pointed out that because of their beauty and their ability as“talkers"” 
parrots have a long association with man dating back to times of antiq- 


nee rie observed that an aviculturalist looks to the challenge of bree- 
ding birds and consequently often has the opportunity to study and learn 
the nature and breeding habits of birds to a degree not always possible 
in the wild. ‘ ae 

Whilst aggreeing that commercialism might sometimes be an unfort- 


unate offshoot of aviary breeding jiir Vroegop suggested that this was 
probably inevitable, due to the cost of licences, limits on number of, ., 


birds able to be kept and also costs of feeding etc... 


On the credit side he noted that aviary hreeding sometimes enables) 
the survival of species that would otherwise have become extinct in the 
wild, Bird Breeders also attempt to breed special birds and to develop 
domestic strains. is oak 

iutations, which occur in the wild as well as in captivity often 
survive in aviaries where they would nothave done so in the wild state. 


lin Vroegop said that this produced some rare and beautiful birds 


and cited as.an exzmple a grey Form of the crimson rosella VERSE 
elegans) a bird well known to all members. Ne also said that’ on e whole 
aviary b 


irds tend to be larcer than their wild counterparts due to a 
balanced diet and no food shortages experienced by wild birds. 


bai contd...pp 
A.Ringin October Issue. 
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hada SOHE iWOTES Ol] HATIOIUAL PARKS. 


. . National Parks , and the usuallysmaller State and Regional Parks 
after being established by the National Parks Act of 1975, are cared m 
for by the rangers and other officens<of the National Parks Service 

under the National Parks Authority. 


Many have been established after study by the Land Conservation 
Couneil which makes recommendations to the Government after publishing 
studies on which public submissions are made. This has resulted in a © 
great increase in the area of National Parks in Victoria. According to 
the act they are for the preservation and protection of the natural env- 
ironment. This protects Wilderness Areas and all indigenous fauna and 
flora of the park, as well as all areas within it of archaeological, 
geological and historical interest. 


Some parks other than National Parks allow for a wider range of 
uses, such as recreation, agriculture, etc, while some special areas 
are set aside for ecological, biological and other scientific studies 
related ‘to the natural environment. 

Since the formation of. the Land Conservation Council the area Zunder 
National Parks control has increased from 120,000 to 777,000hectates. 
The Central Gippsland District staff based at Traralgon is responsible 
for the care of Holey PLains, Bulga, Tara, Daw Baw, Morwell , and other ‘e 
parks in this part of Victoria, altogether 24,000hectares. : 
The Government in its 1981 legislation has made provision for 3 alpine 
parks in the Great Dividing Range. Recommendations for National Parks 
vary considerably. For instance final recommendations for Baw Baw cover 
recreation, conservatjon of the natural ecological systems and water 


supply; while grazing has to be phased out, and other development of eg: 
ski facilities on the Thomson River side is not allowed. 

Nordic skiing trails are to be maintained; the road across the summit 

not built, and the habitat of the Baw Baw Frog protected. ; 


Many fears of what would result from the proclamation of alpine é 
national parks have been expressed by those interested in the region, 
but ignorant of the real situation. ilany of the fears were unfounded. 
There has been serious contention about logging, cattle grazing, fire 
control, deer stalking and mining. 2 


Logging will be allowed only in certain areas. Once only logging 
will be permitted in specified areas, under control of the Forests 
Commission and National Parkg Authority. . | 
Cattle Grazing is regarded as harmless by cattlemen but fenced ;. 
experimental plots have shown an increasing abundance of wildflowers oer 
where cattle are kept out, and of weeds where grazing is allowed. Grazing ° 
is to be phased out by 1988. ry 


Deer Stalkin is allowed in certain areas, but dogs and off road 
use of 4 wheel drive vehicles are not compatable with National Park 


-and Fauna Reserve values and will not be allowed. . 
RCONECs aL Ee OS é. 


= 


iG, 
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SOME NOTES OH HATIONAL PARKS contd... 


Dangerous areas in parks are clearly marked and either roped off 
or fenced off. Speed boats are kept to zoned areas. Rangers are educ- 
ated in control burning, but foresters have authority over this aspect 
of park management. 

The parks amanagement also has to contend with vermin control(ferel 
cats, goats, pigs, horses and foxes) yet with all these controls the 
park area has to be kept as natural as possible. 


Peart a 


ORANGE -BELLIED PARROT SURVEY. 


Jack Smith's Lake. Members of the Latrobe Valley Field Natural- 
ist's Club were successful in sighting Orange~bellied Parrots at Jack 
Smith's Lake during the excursion to that area July 1980, so Mr Richard 
Loyn (who is one of the co-ordinators of the Orange-bellied Parrot 
counts made each winter) was keen to have the same area visited again 
this year. However, due to reports that the track in to Jack Smith's 
Lake were unfit for four wheel drive vehicles it was decided that the 
Club excursion on 25 July would be to the Golden Beach area instead. 


The weekend of 18-19 July was the actual date of the co-ordina-- 
ted count this year, and Eric and I were delighted to receive an invit- 
ation to accompany Dr Robert Brown and Mrs Alice Jencke (of Warragul 
F.N.C.) across to Jack Smith's Lake in search of the rare parrot. 


The report of the condition of the tracks was indeed correct , but 
fortunately we found a walking track into the N.E.end of the lake which 
was not too arduous - although well-nigh impossible without gumboots. 


It was a perfect day of warm sunshine, and we happily squelched 
and waded our way around the N.E.corner of the lake until we were bet- 
ween it and the sea. My more adventurous (and energebic)companions 
kept going and found a way back to the starting point round the other 
side of that portion of the lake, but I turned back along the way we 
had come. There were many species of birds to study and enjoy (incl- 
uding Musk Ducks) and we saw a number of flocks of Blue~winged Parrots. 
WE did not , however, see any of the Orange-bellied variety. _ 


GOLDEN BEACH. The "excursion" to the Golden Beach area on _25-July 
must surely go on record as being an all time low (attendance wise) 
for the Latrobe Valley Field Naturalist's Club. When we arrived at the 
meeting place at Longford we found only another car (containing two 


people) to accompanu us! 


Certainly the preceeding night had been quite cold, wet and windy, 
however the day turned out to be quite pleasant even though clouded. 
WE had another happy day searching for the elusive Orange-bellied 
Parrot, this time along the shores of. Lake Reeve, but once again 
without: success. . ee Toes : 


June Lubeke. 


ere art srt tanned eataadie pret ArO tense SRN EAE AA he rhe RRA AR ES RE A reat Qe Pt AM 
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GLEil HAYOOK AilD TOOROIGO. FALLS 27/6/81/ 


After shocking weather for days beforehand, and with not much 
promise of the Saturday being any improverent, 3 cars left Neerim 
South at about 10.50 am. for Glen Nayook Flora and Fauna Reserve. 


2, Our leaders for the day were: Mr Eric Lubcke and iim Ollie thompson 
‘and, after a short but enjoyable drive throurh the lush Booch meen tly 
undulating countryside we arrived oat our destination. 
Following the very wet and of ften steep and slippery pathway se ‘found 
that ferns of all sorts were -in abundance and these became our Sp eHlE 
of interest. 


Ferns identified were. ~  -Other Plants identified were 

Long Fork-fern Fi Mountain Grey Gum et 
rRoughyfreeakernts su auees  Begtlaces PURRUT AG aang AROATAL™ 
Shiny Shield-Fern Repaneasy : 
—Piiny- Fern acetic. Te aie —Twaning- Silk-pod— 

Austral Lady Fern Fieldia 

Hard Water~fern Blanket Leaf 

Bristle Fern , Silver Wattle 

Horsehair Fern ~ a Wild Violets 

Finger Fern ip zs - Pomaderris 

Soft Tree Fern Elderberry panax 

Nother Shieid=fern : Olearia 

Kangaroo Fern ‘ tiountain Correa 


Mevelidisyers Jee. Mountain Ash 
: Banyalla * 


The lookout over the tree-fern gully gave a lovely view, of rain 
forest greenery and should have been a good vantage point for, bird » 
watching but birds were not very much in evidence that day. The one exc- 


eption being the flock of 40 or so magpies counted in a paddock outside 
the é¢ar park when we returned for lunch. The paddock had been cultivated 
several months ago; and HS PeST of it were thickly overgrown with radish 
and capeweed. * 


A Lyrebird was the ottee oe sighting and kookaburras, crescent 
honeyeaters , eastern spinebills, white- -browed scrub wrens, blackbirds, 
Resta fantails, blue wrens and crimson vosellas were either seen or 


“A large handsome jiountain Grey Gum growing on the bank behind the 
lookout created a beautiful picture towering above a granite boulder 
covered in a dense mat of brilliant green moss and lichen. 


An Austral Mulberry actually growing out of the trunk of a tree- 


fern Sopnom ia elie ‘1.5 métres from the ground was a most interesting 
spectacle. the mulberry was 4.5.metres or so high and both it and the 
tree fern appeared aoe healthy. 


Other items of interest were Bracket fungi, Mother Spleenwort, 
HOrse-hair Fungi and Palm-tree Moss. 


contd...pp 5 
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GLE HAYOOK AlD TOOROIHGO FALLS. * contd... ee 
While lunching in the carpark, we were treated to a sun-shower 
and a rainbow which appeared to end in a blackberry bush just across 
the road.Yes, the sun did manage to shine through on a couple of brief 
occasiona and the day turned out to be not too unpleasant after all. 


Not being sure what the road into Toorongo Falls would be like 
we decided to take a round trip back to lfoe via Noojee and Hillend but 


not to go into the falls if the road looked too rough or slippery. 
We were agreeably surprised then to find that the road is now sealed © 
most of the way in and the unsealed section in very good order. 


Most of the party walked from the carpark to a conveniently loca~ 
ted though somewhat overgrown seat from where one could look up at the’ 
falls. I took advantage of the opportunity for some badly needed exc- 
ercise and climbed right to the top of the falls - it was well worth 
the effort. Others wandered along the other branch of the river in sea- 
reh of a "tree orchid’ - the story goes that someone wired a common 


_garden orchid to a treeférn and then spread the word that he had disc- 


overed a "rare orchid" in the park. I believe all they found was"fools 
cold" which really did have some of them fooled. 


There was further excitement back at the carpark during the after 


noon tea with the sighting of either a pink or rose robin. Unfortunately 


it departed before any of our birdos could decide which it was. 


we departed to go our separate ways at about 4.00pm. and our thanks 
‘go to Nessrs. Lubcke and Thompson for a most enjoyable day. 


It was a pity more people couldn't make TER 
Jane Purbrick. 
ac 


Fron a Letter 


"rom Ann Horton tn Vetpa. © | 

We were camped on a ereek, ytth a couple of Lagoons nearby so 
birdlife was abundant - lots of honeyeaters (Uhite-throated, Yellow, 
Graceful, Brown-backed, Tawny-breasted )ahd delightful little Bouble- 


barred and Black-throated finehes, and Saered and Azure Kitugftshers 


(they are just so beautiful and startling every. tine you gltiipse one). 
As I was leaving thts afternoon there was a juventle blaek bittern by 
a pool in the ereek - still with pin-feathers and he put up hts beak 
and head and stood frozen, trying to canouflage himself utthout moving 
away. We had a very good took at hii. 


BOOBOOK OWLS 
Has anyone noticed an invaston of Boobook Owls thts winter? 
Our township has suffered a mild invasion of Nopokes tn parks and gar- 
dens. They ave constantly pestered by the elieking blackbirds as well 
as the wattle birds and every lesser fowl that happens to be tn the 
vicintty. Although the owls are very vary of people we are delighted 
to see them at close quarters. 


Ellen Lyndon. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE UERTIUG HELD AUGUST 26¢h 1981 


Me Lubeke reported thet he had attended the meeting of the Latrobe Valley 
Community Forum. this group is trying to organise a committee of rep- 
resentatives from all committees in the area concerned wtth the large 
seale and rapid development in the area. At present these groups are 
fragmented, have “no teeth* and are hampered by Lack of information 

to whteh they may iiave aecess. Bret ee hess 


Bank. Balance stands at $249.32 


We have been advised that we are not eligible for any tax exenpttons 
for the L.V.flaturaltist.. asa 
Fhe Department for Crown Lancs have written regarding an tnsurance , 
poltcy for the Boola Reserve. Miss Galbraith will urtte requesting more 
details of the Publte Risk Insurance. re 


Latrobe Valley Forum had a meeting on August 27th to whieh the Secretary 
attended. 


Publications recetved. H.E.aturaltst (Tas) : 
Vortd Wildlife Newsletter. Vietortan aturaltst 
jorthern Territory ilaturalist  §.G.A.P Neusletter(‘laroondan Grp) 
Vietortan Conservation Trust Report. 


Arrangenents for September lieettng. i'r Flynn vould speak on Birds. ~ 

We are to have an excursion to Norvell Mattonal Park. ‘ 
October Ileeting. iir P.Laurence ts unable to speak to us. ifr Hatt offered 
to show slides of his recent trip to Alice Springs Darwin ete... 2 
The Excurséon will be to iullundung Forest. 


Display of Australian Flora. (October 16, 17. 

embers are asked to. asstst wtth roster to supervise the display. 

Also hand in names of flowers available for the display so that name." 
cards may be written before the display. — . meow ae 
Letters have been sent to Norwell Schools, Chureh Groups, Horticultural 
Society, C.W.A. Ftetd Haturalist Clubs. Adverttsements have been asked 
for in lielbourne papers . Ve only need your attendayce to make the 
display a success. . ; 
Conservation Co-ordinator : ; , 

irs Thompson had forwarded a list of trees to be tisted on the Register 
of Trees to the Forest Conmtsston. 

A’ submission had been forvarded re the Alteratton of Habitat to the 
Standing committee re Land Use Policy. 


Traralgon Counetl thanks for help in compiling list of plants in the 
proposed hotanteal park. . es Se wre panes? naa 
Recetved reports from 8.£.C. re Dvifftetd Area. &.1.C. re fosstl layer - 
Ten Mite Creek. . Tn ts ee svine Brom 3 DS 

‘Supper Roster September 2567. - “Hrs Lubeke  iirs Pranson- | | 
The next comntttee meeting wtll be held.on ednesday September 23rd 
at the home of tr and lirs Wall 156 Kay Street Tearalgon.at 7.30 pin. 
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Detatls of contrtbut 


CLUB: 


LATROBE VALLLY F.C. 


SALE F.C 


TRARALGOHW F.i.C. 


LOH SECRETARY : 
lips I.Peterson 
1é Barry Street 
MORWELL 5840 
“pone g42129 
ie HaeLean 
P.0.Bo0x 302 
SALE 388850 


"pi0ne 458238 


lir £Z,Vetgold 
7 Grahan Cres. 
TRARALGOHW 35844 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
eaeh mouth, Room 13 
Continuing Educatton 


Centre, Raymond Street 


SALE 


8.00pm on Ist Friday 
each month, at L.V. 
Edueatton Butlding 


TRAPRALGOI 
Kosciusko St Seiool. 


VARRAGUL F.1.C. lire J.Brooks 

8 Hobelt Street 
WARRAGUL 3820 
‘phone 231568 


8,00 pm on 3rd Friday 
each. nonth. Publte 
Library. WARRAGUL. 


GATRUSDALE F.i.C. ile £.V. Barton 8.00 pm on xd Friday 
13 Turabull Street each nonth. 
BATRUSDALE 80 Cole fe lal ts 


"phone 5238792 PBATRUSDALL. 


SUDSCRIPTIONUNS . 


Due liawrei: Ist, payable to Hon Treasurer iips A. Stevart 
he FEE LO) fisted ALCS) 


UEVBOROUGH 3828 


HATURALIS@® $6.00 FAHILY 88.00 STUGLE UAUIBERS S$ 7.00 
LATROBE VALLEY NATURALIST ts the offtetal publication of the 
Latrobe Valley Freld ilaturalist Club. . 
Contributtons on any aspect of ilatural History are invited from 
HEUBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 
Hon Editor. irs L.Padfield 
99 Chamberlatn Rd. 
Newvborough 5828. 
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COMING VETS. 
Havragul F.C. 
leeting: Friday Oetober 16th 
Speaker : ies Carr “Orchtds” 


Thankyou llr Stmpson for this inforimatton. 


i al I eS OP Te gt Re Es ee 
LATROBE VALLEY F.i.C. 


Display of AUSTRALTIAI FLORA. 


Place: POstat Instttute Hall 

Hazelwood Road ilorvetl 
Frtday 16th 9am-9pmn. Saturday 17th 9am-1pm. 
helpers vequtred Thursday evening and Saturday afternoon. 
Heetting ; Friday October 23rd 
Speaker llr J.Watl 

Films of tnland Australia. 

Ezcurston: Saturday October 24th 
Meeting Place: Gormandale 10.00am 


itullundung area. 
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HORVELL NATIOUAL PARK. 


Saturday September 26th September was the Club excursion to the 
liorwell National Park where the Ranger Mr Jim Cattawell met us. 

He explained that the Park has been extended to. approximately 800 acres 
(324 Hectares). 

The Butterfly Orchid (Sarcochilus australis) for the protection 
of which the park was made was evident on the Pittosporun and :Prickly 
Currant growing in the scully. Orchid leaves vere in abundance, but 
the ones we saw in bloom were the liusky Caladenia (C.angustata), Comm0n 
Bird Orchid (Chiloglottis sunnii),Pink Fingers (Caladenia carnea) , 
Green-comb Spider Orchid (Caladenia dilatata).The rest of the orchids 
were Greenhoods, Pterostylis nutans, P.alpina, P.pedunculata,P. longifolia. 


_ Although the park was very dry the white starry flowered Clematis 
C.apistata, and the creamy bells of the Wonga Vine (Pandorea pandorana) 
were Cascading in profusion over.the trees, and mneny wattles were in 
bloom. te 

Among the variety of fungi seen was one not seen quite so much ~ 
the Morel - the cap of which is cone shaped, also had a honeycomb net- 


work of ribs over it, and was brownish in colour. It was pleasant to 


sit in the green quiet of the rest area, enjoying good company; looking 
at the trees, and see a Wedge-tailed Eagle soaring lazily overhead, 


before we continued on our walk along the track. 


This section of the walk took us along part of the outer limits 
of the park, which gave us a view over the lovely green valley and a 
nearby dam upon which we identified one mountain duck. 
By an old log a copperhead Snake was enjoying the warmth of the after~ 
n9on sun, but he slithered away into the undergrowth at our approach. 
Among the number of birds seen, the most outstanding was the Rose Robin, 
also being able to observe for a time a group of yellow-tailed thornbills, 
in a tangle of low twiggy bushes flitting about their. business, seemingly 
unconcerned by our close proximity. 


Our day concluded with afternoon tea and a chat over our discov- 
eries, and we all agreed how fortunate we are to have such a. lovely 
park close at hand. 


i Iti Watt. 
NATURE iOfE. 
_dohn Breuster's daughter, irs Hyde, told me of an aberrant form 
of the Grey Thrush Living about their home at ilerrena, and suggested — 
we come over and tispect tt. It was a wholly white bird. Several thr—_ 
ushes were calling tn the forest paddock behind the house and a few., 
replies in the same dialect brought the white one up close to us. 

The bird ts not glistentng white but rather a muddy white, wtth a bone 
coloured beak and a darkish eye, not a true albino, I think whteh 
should have a pink eye? It seemed a very active bird, rtpping strips of 
bark off the adjacent trees whtle keeping an eye on us, the bird watch~ 
ers. It sometimes vtstts the garden of Mrs Wtldes, another nature lover 
across the road. We hope they will find the nest this season and report 
on posstble offspring. 

E. Lyndon. 


4 v 


EATROBE VALLEY VATURALIST (2) — ISSue iio 214 OCTOBER 1981. 


PARROTS. 7 contd... 


Knowing of the Clubs interest in a search for the Orange-bellied 
Parrot (Neophema chrysogaster) our speaker said: he would confine his 
address to a section. of the srass- -parrot family, the Genus NEOPHEMA which 
has seven species, including the Orange-bellied Parrot. 


This restriction of the scope of birds discussed was probably most 
fortunate for "The chiel aman¢g us takin'notes" and also allowed ifr — 
Yroesop to sive a comprehensive description of this interesting genus. 


The ieophema Genus is composed of 3 -sroups. 


iL The Bourke Parrot Neophema bourkii 

2. Turquoise Parrot Neophema pulchella 
Scarlet-chested Parrot Heophem= splendida 

3. Blue-winged Parrot Neophema chrystoma. 
Blegant Parrot ifeophema elesans 
Rock Parrot - Neophema netrophila 
Orange-bellied Parrot ae eye S ease hrysogester 


The Neophema genus of the grass parrots are small birds, all coming 
within a range of 18- 23 cn. a length, most tend to be excellent aviary 
birds and will breed up to 3 times in a season and averaging 4-5 eges 


per nest. Tt was sugsested that a suitable cage size could be 3 1, 
long .and 2 ii. high by 1 3: eee A care of insufficient size is cruel 
and ‘provides too Little ex ercise and movement whilst too large a care 


can permit fast flying birds to build up speed and. injure themselves. 


As current laws do not permit the trapping of these beautiful = 
little birds lir Vroegop said that all present aviculturists birds are 
aviary bred and many have been bred in cages for almost 50 years , both 
here in Australia and overseas. 


In aviaries they are not subject to any troubles due to climatic 
conditions in any.part of Aus tralia but under ciimatic extremes over- 
seas do require special attention. 

‘Our speaker was optimistic as to the future survivel of the Neoph- 
ema parrots, as they.are oe peer protected: by: law, and as they are 
HOW available from register aviculturists at prices which makes © the. . 
expense of illegally eee them not financially viable, EIERE from, 
HE risks of prosecution. 


This would appear to bea benifit flowing from the aviary breeding 
by aviculturists. — 

lier Vroegop then went on ‘to: eseniae with creat clarity each of the 
7 species of the Neophema genus and to enumerate some of: the SESS 
between birds aviary bred, and those in the wild. 1556 


contd...pp 3 
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PARROTS. contd... 
BOURKE PARROT ieophema bourlii. 


A small parrot 19-19%: om leneth, identifie 
brown back and wings, blue forehead, brotn 
with pink and bright pink ebdomen, brotm an 
underwings blue 


d from its precominantly 
is ca breast and throat margined 
blue tail tipped with white 


Females and immature birds beins duller of plumare. An item of 
interest concerning the Bourke Parrot is that: it is crespuscular or semi 
nocturnal, visiting waterholes after dark and before daylight. (This can 
be disturbing to other birds under aviary conditions.) 


_ Also it.is the only member of the Neophemas to leave droppings in 
the nest, which habit can also have disadvantages in the aviary. 


{ Only the females sit on the nest, with the male bird feeding the 
hen; however the males take over. the foeding -of 4 oie young when they are 
almost peady to leave the nest and by. cradually ceasing to enter the 
hest with food, encourages the young to emerge. their normal neating 


places are holes in trees or hollow limbs, clutches vary between 3-6 
ergs in the wild and about 4-7 under aviary conditions. 


Normally a bird of the dry conditions , ranging from western N.S.%. 
right across to Western Aus tralia, rather inconspicuous, it is BETES DY 


it 


a sround feeder and iir Vroezgop suspected thet it is perhaps not as 
scarce as sometimes thousht. 


TURQUOISE PARROT Neonphema. pulchella 


another of the small parrots, 19--20 em in length, this beautiful bird 
has bright green upperparts and crown with a bright blue face and throat 
blue edge of wing with red shoulder bar and bright yellow underparts. 

The female lacks the red shoulder bar. Red-be 2llied specimens have been 
bred in aviaries. 


This parrot is classed as rare and is declining in areas where 

) grass has disappeared or has been overgpezecd. 

Its ranse is South éastern Australia from southern Queensland to 
northern Victoria. These birds breed in woodland and winter in open 
country. 

An interesting trait is the habit of the females to carry aromatic 
or strong smelling leaves into the nest.: rz r 

these leaves are not carried in the bill, but tucked into the 
feathers of the rump. (Could the transport of the leaves to the Brice 

? be a form of disinfectant or pest control 2 Ne a 


The female tends to be larger than the male, the breeding season 
: August to December and an average clutch Yo § ergs. 


contd...pp 4 
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PARROTS. contd... 
SCARLET CHESTED PARR ROT Neopheina splendida 


One of the worlds,most beautiful parrots, 20 om in lensth, females 
slightly smaller. 

Upper side bright serass sreen with deep blue throat, face and fore- 
head. scarlet on breast, undertincs and wing ecdres pale blue, underside 
of tail orange yellow. Females and young have formeneck and breast sreen-~ 
ish instead of scarlet. Its range is the interior of southern Australia 
occasionally being seen as far south as lilldura, occasionally being sigh- 
ted as far north as the south of the Northern Territory. 


Fairly rare, ground feeding, breeding season Ausust to eg ase 2 
average clutch 4-6 egss. 

An interesting habit which remains with aviary bred birds is that 
they do not breed in very hot weather. this no doubt is an instinctive 
Nee to habits in the wild when such conditions would BEBE meant 


a decline in food sufplies. 


In very adverse conditions they will cease to fed the young and 
will let them die progzressively, commencing with the s youngest first. 


BLU jE-WINGED PARROTS 


20 cm in length, back and rump dullish olive green, face, throat, and 
breast.pale green; wings aeeP blue, underwings blue: abdomen and unden- 
side of tail yellow... : ae 


This parrot is not ae all rare, ranges drom Tasmania and the Bass 
Strait Islands and South-east Australia as far notth as Southern QUES 
sland as far west as Eyre Peninsular in Southern australia. 


Neophema chrysotoma. 


Migrates north about March and peturns south about August - Sept~ 
ember to breed - is thpught to breed in N.S.W,or Queensland. 
BOS not breed in very hot HESUSISSE average clutch is 4-6 eggs. 


nama 


ELEGANT PARROT ~ ee elegans. 


Length 23 em. upperparts rich olive gold, blue Aca band, face and 
throat yellow, shoulder patch greenish blue. underiings blue: tail blue 
and olive, tipped with yellow. 


Found in areas in N.S.l., Victoria, South Australia and. iretenn: 
Australia as far south as the Fortescue River. 

Mr Vroegop said they are quite plentiful along the Coorong and are 
thought to be increasing. in '].A. in open country; mallee and saltbush 
country and also in jarrah forest country. 

Tend to nest in higher trees than blue-winged Laat with an 
average clutch of 4-5 egss. INcubation period 18 days. 


‘contd...pp 5° 
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) “PARROTS. i et contd. 
ROCK PARROT | Neophema petrophila 


This. bird which has an overall length of 22-23 cm. tends to be thickset, 


stocky bird rather larger than’ others of its genus. It is of a dullish 


i 


olive brown plumage, with blue frontal ma kings ~and: dark blue underwings. 


This quite common parrot is to be found all around the coastline 
fromabout Kangaroo Island to Shark Bay in Western Australia. . 

It is not nomadic, prefers the coastal zone and does not penetrate 
further inland than about 10 km from the shoreline. 


It is rather unusual in that it nests on the ground or under rocks. | 


This is doubtless due to lack of trees in its natural habitat, as iir 
Vroegop states that it will nest quite readily in a box in an aviary. 


Another point about the rock parrot in captivity is that it tends 
to..become too fat and therefore to be subject to il1‘ffects from obesity. 
Probably | this is due to feed being easier to obtain in an ENE ES than 


ite “the: wild. 


Breeders have found that by Pescane only pannicum seed and iy 


_ ensuring sufficient excercise this can be leuageily overcome. 


ORANGE-BELLIED PARROT Neophema chrysogaster. 


- “This rather rare bird which is found in coastal grasslands, on tidal 


flats and in light scrub around the southern coasts of Victoria and ajgo 


on the Bass Strait Islands and Tasmania is currently the subject of 
surveys by naturalists and others in an effort to” determine ats numbers 


‘and chances of survival. 


It is rather stocky (20 ari) “ground feeding. pani Neeee: grass 
green above with blue frontal band, throat and breast yellowish green, 
vent and SSTLOME yellowish with bright orange patch. . ts 


Its diet: diet seems to include crass seeds, berries. and, decaying 
kelp. It appears to be a SUI visitant to Tasmania so it is “possible 
that birds seen in places like King Island where they have been observed 
in varying numbers may have already Jae seen around the Victorian coast. 
They have been sishted at such nlaces as Seaspray, Woodside, French 
Island, along the coast in Western Gierons and along the shore in south 
eastern South Australia. | 

One of its identifying features is its sharp,"chitterins" alarm 

call .It prefers to nest ina hole in a limb; but has been known to use 
a stump or a fallen ee lying on the ground. — 


Orange-bellied parrots may not be kept in captivity in Victoria; 
however, they have been aviary bred by the Curator of the Adelaide Zoo 
in the 1970s. He achievwd this by fostering with Bourke parrots which 
had not previously nested. They have also been bred by fanciers in 
Europe also by fostering. 


contd..pp ¢ 
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PARROTS. Conta 
_ Following his address lir Vroegop showed a set of excellent slides 
depicting all the birds mentioned. Host of the slides were taken at an > 


aviary at Harkaway near Berwick and a few were taken in Europe, notably 
one of the magnificent yellow lutino of Neophema elegans bred by a 
Catholic priest in Belgiun. ; r 


By use of the slides it was possible to observe the "naturals" and 
to see the results of mutations achieved by breeders. 


ify Eric Lubcke thanked Itr Vroegop on behalf of all present for an 
enjoyable and informative evening during which members had the opport~ 
unity to learn much more about a specialised group of birds and whilst 
still preferring perhaps to see the birds in the wild, to appreciate 
the knowledse, dedication and skill of aviculturists and the benefits 
which can flow from their work. q 


A. Ringtn. 


OTE ABOUT FLORA. 


I have just tramped round the block to catch up on the flowers. 
On Monday Kent found three beautiful Spider Orchids (Caladenia patersonii) 
by the drive, very pink ones. 

This is the year of the “long leaf" Tall Greenhood here,(Pterostylis ~ 
longifolia).Usually we notice only 3 or 4 but there must be close to 40 
out at present. One stem had 15 flowers, the bottom ones dead and the 
top ones not fully out of course. they abe scattered in odd places all 
over the block whereas the dozen or so Blunt.Greenhoods ( P.curta)are - 
nearly all in the front usual patch and there are only a few Nodding 
_.Greenhoods (P.nutans) still out. There may be close to 100 Leopard Orchids 

(Diuris maculata) out, evenly scattered. Wallflower Diuris (D.longifolia) 


are later, in a patch or two. 


I saw one“white" Pink Fingers § Caladenia carnea) .« The Beard Heath 
(Leucopogon virgatus) is like a sprinkling of salt here and there, and 
_ there are a few short Candles (Stackhousia monogyne) , also a few bushes 
- of Pink Bells (Tetratheca ciliata) and a number of small bright patches 


of Coral Pea (Hardenbergia violacea) 


| Qur shrubs near the clothes line are noticeably higger after ‘the ' 
| wet year. The Long-leaf Waxflower (Eriostemon myo oroides), ‘the thrypto- 
| mene(T.calycina)jand the Pink Hakea (H.seridéa) are all amass of flowers. 
Iam delighted to see that the seedling near the hakea has proved: itself 
a young hakea by flowering this year. There are quite a few Early. Nancy 


(Anguillaria dioica)in the front, very little Hovea this year. 
| race ‘iarjorie Burgess in a letter to 
as Sie eff \eath Bus ott: hosed lay Galbratth. 
The flowers referred to in the last paragraph are garden grown. — 
Scientifie names supplied by iliss Jean Galbratth. 


nn 
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Dunkeld to Halls Gap Road. 


It was a crisp sunny morning as I left Dunkeld on the drive to 
Halls Gap a distance of 64 Km. Views of Ift Sturgeon, Mt Abrupt and the: 
whole range were a delight in the early morning sunshine. 


The first glimpse of colour was the Flame Heath (Astroloma conost- 
ephioides) and the Beard-heath (Leucopogen virgata) on the sandy road-- 
side. 

_ Many large areas of Grass~-tree (% Zammivineracinean australis) in various 
stages of growth, many with heads ready to Flower this spring as there~ 
had been wildfires through these areas in September 1980. ; 


The Victorian Heath (Epacris impressa) in colours of. light £0: ewie 
pink and white was a contrast to Spike Wattle (Acacia 03 ryeedrus) with: 
its masses: of bright yellow catkins which were enhanced by the sunshine. 


Atua wayside stop for morning tea it was "on with cum boots" 
and a short walk in the heathland.The first thing of interest was the 
Scented Sundew (Drosera whittekeri)with its ee flower above the 
rosettes on the ground. there were many rosettes but 4 saw only. one Sun- 
dew flower on the short walk. 

phe many other flowers were a pleasure to see as I a = through 
the grass to’ discover Prickly Grevillea (G.aquifolium) with its combs 
of red and green also Flame. Grevillea(G. dimorpha)with its scarlet Spider 
like flowers. .- There were SLSO small. plants of Hovea , BASEN and 
Isopogon. : 

Further along the road in Gene “higher altitude etene were Banke of 
white and yellow which were Hakea sericea and liyrtle Wattle (Bearcat ~ 
myrtifolia) with ‘patches of Dusty Miller interspersed. 


These were not all the flowers along the way but the ones I stopped 
to.admire and observe at the many stops made along the road, considering 
the distance’ it-took-me ‘3 hours’ to. reach Halls ED ASEH a ‘pleasant 
mornings drive. * 


One large Koala was on the road near Halls Gaps peas it unt's- 
ual to see one so early in the day especially on the road. However it 
was the cause of much excrement as. al vt “cars “stopped. EO" See. the creature 
walking along. the road. pak ebedeel 


“The birds were. ca, some robins,Sluphur-crested Gockaesoe: Saal 
Currawongs were seen. ; 


Altogether a very pleasant mornings attire. 


L.Padfield. 


Os and Euly Brevster, still wandering tn the Beier ess report, neeting 
ube ute Baney eA ee Buc R.A.O.U.Congress at Katherine recently. 


merit Poe 8 
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1982 Programme. A ieeting had been held to dtseuss the progranme 
for the following year. It was felt that members (apart from the eomm- 
tttee) should have some stiggesttons re exeurstons etc... - 


The August exeurston consisted of 7 cars, some of the never men- 
bers and chtldren very enthusiastic. , 


Bank Balance stands at $262.75. Postal expenses to be paid to Mrs Durns. 
We wtll soon be ordering paper for printing the ilaturaltst and the 
bank balance vill be sadly depleted. 


Advised that lir Peter Laurence would not be able to attend the October 
meeting. lir Wall offered to show some slides about his recent trip to 
the tutand. The exzeurston vould be to ltullundung area meeting at 
Gormandate. 


Publtcattons received. ilorthern Terrttory Naturalist 
S.G.A.P ilewsletter (ilaroondah Group) 
Pasmantan Wtlderness Soctety requesting the Club to stgh 5 enclosed 
declarattons and return to Ililderness Soctety. 


ilembers present signed petition. 


Wildflower Show. All arrangements ‘got ng welt except for tke 
ROSTER. © 
iirs Huatey satd that extra help would be needed-on thursday nights. 
It was generally agreed that the Club would not be vresponstble for any 
goods on dtsplay tin the hall . There would be nembers on duty at all 
times but could not spectally supervise other displays at all times. =» 


Hoved that a patd advert be placed tu L.V.Eapress 
We onty need all to come to the display and make tt a SUCCESS... 


Secretary had been speaking with Dr Carroll (President of C.C.Y. ) who 
congratulated the Club on its submisstons saying that we vere “Head 

and Shoulders" over other clubs. Ve must thank ilys Thompson for ex | 
efforts in thts regard. a alts 


Conservation CO-ordtinator. tins Thompson reported on eRe Pa 
to obtain ttemised plant lists in Driffield area. 
A nottee board erected by A.P.I. at Bird Gully. 
A submtsston to be sent to Parltamentary Publte Works aOR, 
Notice of E.P.A. intention to prepare protection policy for the waters 
of Gtppslang Lakes and catchment. 


Supper Roster Oetober 23rd. Hrs Thompson Irs Padftetd. 


The next Conmittee meeting vill be held on Widnesday October 21st at 
the home of Mrs Stewart 40 Fatrwuay Drive Yallourn Hetghee(iors: Club 
state) 
Any persone tnterested tn the business of the Club are wensone at 
these meetings. 


Apotogtes for any errors or nilemepneser tation in thts report 
I did not attend the meeting so have to rely on notes frp others. 


Ed. 


a. 
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DISPLAY OF AUSTRALIAN FLORA. 


The sound of birds singing and a mass of lovely coloured wild 
flowers greeted the public who came to see the Latrobe Valley Field 
Naturalists Club "Display of Australian Flora" held October 16th, 17th 
in Morwell during their 21st Anniversary. 


The display was opened by liiss Jean Galbraith, a foundation member 
and botanist, of Tyers, who in her opening address recalled her earlier 
experience at the first wildflower show that .she attended in 1922, 
held by the Field Naturalist Club of Victoria, in the lielbourne Town 
Hall. The excitement she felt as a teenager, hungry for information, 
and at last in touch with naturalists who could give it. — 

At this time there was only one book on Victorian wildflowers available 
in the bookshops, but since then things have changed considerably, and 
there are numerous excellent books ayailable now, many of them beauti- 
fully illustrated. — ; 

“Miss Galbraith referred to: the change she had seen in the valley 
during her residence here. In 1922 the roadsides were a tapestry of 
» grass and flowers, and in the spring wildflowers bloomed on all uncult- 
ivated land. In many country schoolgrounds Buttercups and Daisies,Yellow 
Stars and Early Nancies, Purple Chocolate flowers and Orchids, occasion- 
allyBlue Stars bloomed. Our Latrobe Valley Club motto is “Protect and yi 
Enjoy" , if we had protected, as well as enjoyed our wildflowers, during 
the last 60 years we might not have had, as we do now roadsides over~ ~ 
grown with weeds and schoolgrounds which have to be mown because tall 
introduced grasses are cover for snakes, and encourage fires. 
The thinner native grasses with their hundreds of SUEEUE iebiGte OL Jeb 
not such a hazarda, Dut pages Yhere Gey Sroue7s? BRE Fiosers“sn ens 
Display have been grown in private gardens. Wildflowers open windows for 
us on the beauty of the world, and in declaring the show open the speaker 
wished all present would find it one way of opening such a windgu. 


In conjunction with the wildflower display the National Parks 
Service and a representative from the Forest Commission, had a display — 
of photographs, posters and a beautifully illustrated 1982 Calendar. 

A comprehensive collection of native plant books was displayed by the 
Morwell authorised Newsagency, lative Floral arrangements: by tInrs Peg 
Heggart in which both dry and fresh flowers were used, Bark Paintings 
by lirs Linda Powney, and original water colours by M¥ Bart Sterkenburg 
of flowers, birds and butterflies... ftom. ckhaead mewn nf te mth Sod 

A bush ‘setting with its house and dam containing live fish captured the 
interest of all the children. ioe es “et YESS 


My thanks go to all those people who participated in any way -in 
making this show a success, and a special thankyou to the sub committee 
for their untiring efforts, in their planning and organisation during 


the past 6 months. 


/This display was in lieu of world environment Day and has been 
an outstanding success. : 

: . Jiin Walt id 
President L.V.F.i.C. 
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ORCHIDS 


Tatk by I.i0ertson 28/8/81 


tir Liompison. said that even as.a boy he had always been interested 
in all aspects of nature, but it was in 1963 that he became intensely 
interested in orchids and since then has photographed 140 species. 
Australian orchids are a big roup and are found in a wide range of hab- 
itat, have a great diversity of flower shapes, from the almost regular 
Thelymitra to the other irrecular shape such as Diuris, Caleana, Ptero- 
stylis and Calochilus. While Spiculaea, Chiloglottis and Acianthus and 
some others look like insects, others attract insects by scent. 


There is really a very great.inter:-dependant relationship between many — 
orchids. and insects. lir Horprison then showed drawines shoving just what 


makes an orchid different from an othe* flover. 


Flowers of orchids consist of three outer serments called sepals and-- 
three inner segments called petals, one of which is usually modified to 
form the Labellum. This special petal is a characteristic feature of an 
orchid.It plays an important role in pollination, is often brightly col- 
oured and. adorned with calli and very often extremely irritable... 


The column is a central structure by which an orchid can be recognised 
at a glance, it bears the anthers and stigma, pollen grains: are genera- 
lly united to form a larse mass called pollinia. 


The first family Mr liorrison showed vas Thelymitra (the family 
with the petals and sepals much the same) .Close up slides of the column 
were excellent. T.epipactoides, (Metallic Sun Orchid) a rare orchid found 
in the Grampians.  T.aristata( Seented Sun Orchid) blue in colour and .. 
an outstanding specimen. T.rubra a vivid pink, needs a very hot. day to - 
flower properly. T.chasmogama of the Little Desert and T.macmillanii of | 
Bendigo both flower readily. T.antennifera a lovely yellow, commonly’ — 
called "Rabbits ears" , referring tO the pair of conspicuous dark red 
"ears " on the column. 


The Caladenia family has about 70 species and ranges in area from 
t+he mountains to the coast, dry or damp conditions. It is a very colou~ | 
rful genus making full use of a very decorative labellum(petal) and falls 
into two groups. The Spider Orchids with their long sepals and petals 
and the other group with sepals and petals much shorter. 


From the first group we saw Caladenia reticulatagrowing at Kiata. 

C.patersonii with its four rows oF calli on the labellum ...common. 

C.clavisera , shorter petals and known as "Plain Lip” ...uncommon. 

C.filamenosa (Daddy Long Legs) found in the Little DEsert. | 

C.pallida(Summer Spider) very pale , found at “ulsulmerang. 

and in’ the second group 

C.lyallii lives only in the mountains ..slide taken on Baw Baw. 

C.deformis "Blue Fairies" and lives inland. 

C. latifolia "PINk Fairies” lives on the coast. 

C.testacea with a strong smell of honey , found at Orbost. 

C.angustata a very pretty flower but with a musky smell ...common. 

C.aridescens a very small orchid , commonly called bronze caladenia 
...uncommon. 


contd..-pp 3 
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ORCHIDS. contd. 

Mr Horrison showed some slides of the Pterostylis eecice ore 
hoods). This group consists of 70 species that live in all habitats and 
are an insect trapping family. He had been directed to the Marlo aorodr- 
ometo look for P. pedoglossa ; a dainty autumn orchid, usually well hidden 
in damp heathlands and Searched without success all day and reported 
his disappointment to his informer who REE drove him back to the spot 
and found.the orchid in the. darkiiti . 

Pelaxa was a new find for. Vietoria ‘by Keith BOERS ét Wulsulmerang. 
ca 


P.decurva grows in that area. also while P.wobusta and P.vittata srow in 
ve the Little Desert. P.truncata in eine You Yanss. te largest, P. Daptistii 


was found at Brodbribb River. P.barbata {feather labellum) and P. cucull~ 
ata(leafy greenhood) were found at Wilson's Promontory. 


A close up ofP.grandiflora(Superb Greenhood) was excellent. P.biseta 
with its labellum looking like a little insect with tyolong hairs. 


However as Mr Morrison said if it hadn' & had eNOS hairs it. could have 


‘been P. boormannii. 


Prasophyllum family of about 20 species and more or Wess Gade 
into "Big™ and ™ Little" are a very interesting group as the whole orchid 
had turned upside down and has the fancy labellum on top, a closeup of 
P.suttonii showed this very well. P.flavum is beautiful and rather robust 
and can grow to 30-99/cm. On the other hand little P.morrisii , 

P.beaug leholei and P. despectans were shown but the slides gave no idea 
of how small these orchids veally are, they are only as big as grass in 
seed, brown in colour and it is no wonder ie Morrison was thrilled ‘to... 


be present when P.densum was identified on. Mt HSUiHBIors Sst after Deane 
Seer a 
missing for. ot EE: ues LE 


The Diuris family is well nora ane loved expectant, iby children 
who have given them common names D.sulphurea(tpger) D. longifolia. 
(donkey) D. Seg eo nae All- these names refer to the two petals. 
standing up like ears.: D.palachilais thought to be a natural hybrid OF 


D.maculata x D.pedunculata ..this orchid is a Yghy. SEER INS species, 


Boke Solourwise, Size and location. 
alustris (Swamp Diuris) is usually found in swanps as & the name inplies 

Bi this specimen was found in dry hungry country _ as re, esate said 

"You. don't have to be mad but it sure helps a es 


Calochilus(Beard Orchid) the labellun is. very long, conspicuously | 
covered in hairs. C.campestris and C. pobertsonii were shown with their ne 
thick beards. and then poor GG imberbis. (Beardless, Beard Orchid). ‘was shown 
clean shaven !!! This is a species in an° its” own right and not a freak, it 
is very rare. 


Dipodiun punctatum, the Spotted Pink Hyacinth Orchid was flowering 
at Christmas while yellow D.hamiltonianum was found at Wulgulmerang. 


Corybas dilatatus, (Veined Helmet Orchid) were growing on the 
trunk of a treefern.C.ungriculatus has just been recorded in Morwell Nat. 
Park, These beautiful almost stalkless little orchids just sit on their 
almost round leaves, flat on the ground. 


scontds..PD 4g 
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ORCHIDS. contd... 


Gastrodia sesamoides~(Cinnamon Bells) has a tuber which was eaten 
by the Aborisines ...hence the name Potato Orchids. 
Spiranthes sinesis (Austral Ladies Tresses) with their dainty pink flow- 
ers spiralling up the stem srow in very wet conditions. 
Cryptostylis’ subulata. (Large Tongue Orchid) and C. leptochila(Small 
Tongue Orchid) are orchids pollinated ‘by a particular species of wasp 
trying to mate with the orchid. 


Spiculaea huntiana (Elbow Orchid) ano Tee. this aeEan Peete way of cross 
pollinating with the aid of male ‘Wasps mistaking them for the. AROUCIES. 
of their species: 

Other unusual and rare orchids were shown and all slides were 
excellent and quite a number had been in the Photoflora competition. 
ite MOrrison's keen interest and knowledge of his subject and his concern 
that reserves and National Papks be maintained for their preservation 
was very evident in his address. 

; Iris Peterson. 


BIRD OUTING ALONG THE MURRAY RIVER AND FORESTS. 


on Wednesday September 2nd, a cool ‘cloudy day, I was taken on a 
wonderful bird excursion. I would like to share some of the exciting 
ae ara with my fellow: naturalists. 


From. Beechworth we travelled through chilttern , across the Murray 
to Berner and passed the Coreen Swamp to a Murray Pine forest, seeing 
several - syall flocks of Cockatiels and Apostle Birds 


We stopped briefly at several. swamps, and once sav a pair of unus- 
ual looking ducks.which we gues sed were Whistle Ducks. ‘They were light 
brown ducks with darker ma kings) standing very wine cae with long 
slender necks, slenderer ‘than in the picture in Slater? sg FIELD SBUIDE . 
They had peculiar sharply pointed white wing quills rising from each 
side of their flanks. The hooks.call then plumes , put they are not a 
bit plumy like those of the Plumed Egrets. Their’ beautiful orange 
chestnut abdomen shows in flight. There looked to be about a dozen as 

they. wheeled across the water and were soon out of sight. : 


We identified them as Grass Whistle Ducks. “hile speakimg with Jill . 


Rossiter on the phone she told me of two other reports of the Grass 
Whistle ducks in the North East this very wet season. According to Slater 


their habitat covers almost the whole of HeS.Uey Queensland and Northern 


Territory and as far south as both sides of the Murray. 
In the Murray Pine forest we saw three pairs of beautiful tele 


-Red- -capped Robins, several Flame. -breasted Robins. and Hooded Robins in 


the pines. Feeding on the grass we picked out a small flock. Of JERSE 


Firetails and Yellow-rumped thornbills, 


A f€lock of White-browed Babblers made queer noises an we say several 
of their untidy grass nests ‘in: Casuarinas. 


oe 
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BIRD EXCURSIOIU ALONG THE lfURRAY RIVER AilD FORESTS. : 
“Contd. « 


Four male Rufous Whistlers were whistling and flying at each other in 
great excitement, displaying their beautiful rufous breasts and contra~ 
sting black and white heads. Me guessed they were newly arrived from 
migration and were reclaiming their territory. The females were hiding 
in the trees waiting till their lords had worked things out. We saw 
several Brown Tree Creepers, they have a shorter, less frequent call 
than the White-throated Tree Creeper: . 


On the return trip we noticed a big Brown Bittern in a swamp and 
the extremely long white neck of the White-necked Heron as he watched © 
for prey, all in the water but his long neck. Strange to say we did not 
see any White or Straw-necked Ibis on the whole trip of about 225Skn. 

We called in at Lake iMoodamere near Ruthergien expecting to add at least 
ten birds to our list but were disappointed. It was so high we could 

not drive around or even see across it. All the birds seemed to be among 
the flooded trees at the far side. With the field glasses we just mana- 
ged to pick out a few Pelicans, Black Swans, Cormorants and Ducks. 


~*~ In some reeds far out on the water we spied a duck sitting on a. 
nest with its mate sitting in the reeds beside it. We could not identify 
then. A Musk Duck was‘seen and Little Friar Birds and Lorikeets, were 
flying through the big river red gums along the bank. White-plumed | 
Honeyeaters and Fuscous were abundant and one Sacred Kingfisher was ~~. 
sighted. = on me 
We saw four species of parrots REd-rumped (the commonest). 
Crimson Rosellas in the hills, Eastern Rosellas, and Murray Rosellas. . 
The Murray Rosellas are very lovely, Dr Leach says about them"an. exceed- 
ingly lovely bird, a harmony in blue and yellow." That just describes : 
them, we often see them along the Nurray and even in the gardens.in | 
Wangaratta. They are’marked "very rare! so I think they must have incr- 
eased so that is a pleasant. change. WE arrived haome about 5 Pm, very 
tired but well content with our afternoons bird tally of 73 for the trip. 


lay Galbraith. 


ada © Seana Tne 


1080 AllD. THE GAGLES. 

During the dry autumn the Proper Authorities ran a line of 1080 
paits round the perimeter of the large foresr block at Hallston, to check 
the all-too-numerous herbivora that came out to feed on the surrounding 
farmlands at night. It certainly thinned the vallabies out, but their 
casualities are easy to see, whereas the rabbit carcasses are scavenged 
quickly and the wombats presumably get back to their burrows. 

While the habitat is there none of these animals are endangered species, 
for they more than hold their own against occasional poisonings. 

But we fear we may have lost the glorious pair of Wedge-tailed eagles 
that lived in the bush. At least, no one seems to have seen them soar- 
ing out over the paddocks since that time. It is not that the eagles 

eat the carrot baits but they pick up the dead rabbits afterwards and 
seem to tear into the innards first and thus perhaps get directly at 
the most poisoned parts. their nest, in a big Mountain grey gum, looks, 
somehow forlorn when we walk past it. BE. Lyndon. . 


GREETIIUGS FRO! WESTER AUSTRALIA. 


“We are in the wonderful wild flower country. I think of you and 
all my Field Nat's friends every day. If I could only have you all here 
with us. Ve first saw Sturts Desert Pea in great quantity along the 
road to Marble Bar and as we travelled down from Port Headland to Carn- 
arvan it was pure delight, then form there on no fore, but, the joys 
that came from so many Flowers has compensated the loss of "the pea". 


Verticordias by the acre and many others that 1 eannot name. se 

We spent six days in the Kalbarri ilational Park and what a delightful 
place that is .Four only orchids were flowering there, donkey, cowslip, 
spider and king spider; we are about four weeks early but we have prom 
ised ourselves a return trip in 2 years. time~. god and health willing. 
The Murchison rose and liurchison bell were at their best and the .smoke 
bush, acacias and dampiera and Leschenaultias all en masse over acres 
of land. There is a tiny blue flower on a long stem belonging to the 
violet family (Hybanthus) which is lovely and the everlastings are like 
a dream; just bloaks of ‘colour on the landscape, pink white and pale . 
yellow and deeper yellow and there are masses of them. Se 
Where there is no wheat there are daisies and with clear blue skies it 
is all like a picture book. ae ~ 2 iN a“ 


We are both in love with the Banksia hookerana and hope to buy one to 
pring back. The Geraldton Wax is also at its best and lines the road side 
in places. I've never even dreamed there were so many different sundews | 
and according to one of the books, I've seen most of then. hana’ 
There is a darling little one that looks like the scarlet pimpernel and 
its a pet(probably D.glandurigera). eth he. * - 
We are still just north of Perth so have not reached boronia and grevi- 
llea country although we have seen lots of different grevilleas already. 
I have had a great birding trip and have quite a long list of firsts, 
one really exciting first was the burdekin duck, a lovely creature. 
There are lots of young birds to be. seen so breeding is earlier here 
than at home in Victoria. | : a ve 
I -didv't like the extreme heat u 
climate is more like Victoria. The country is looking creat as they Fi 
have had. a wet season so wheat is good and pastures looking like Gipps-. 
land. Can-you imagine what green wheat looks like after having been in 
red dust and spinifex for almost three months. it has been a good | 
experiences. are te ee bhatt . eae 


p north and am glad to be down where ‘the 
_ 1 


Horma Smith — _ ep 
Letter to Jean Galbratth. 


: Our Club. members and-travellers are now at home. er een, oeeee 
Welcome back to the Sniths, ivalls,Reeves,Breusters who have been trav-— 
elling tn australia . Ektik Sesh? to son octet skal 
Veleome back to the Sterkenburgs who have been travelling tn Holland. 


~ 


; ; 


f 
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CAiiPOUT JANUARY 23,24,25, at LICOLA ee 


The weekend will be held at the Traralgon High Sehool Canp sttuated 
on the LIeota Tanborttha Road. Acecomodatton for 40 people tn dormttory 
style. the camp has power, sewerage, phone, hot water, wood stove and 
log fire in lounge area. vaca 
There are gus stoves and fridges. Tyo shower blocks availeble. 
There ts kitehen, dintug room pantry and recreation nctl combined. 


You need to bring sleeping baas, blankets (it ean be cold at night) 
pilltov , toreh. Food there. are plenty, of utenstls and evockery. 

The cost will be $1.50 per day per person. Contact Secretary tf you 
wish to book for the veekend as the acconodattion ts lintted to 40. 


Note . all rubbish, plastie cans, paper, cardboard ete nust be taken 
home and dtsposed of. hea 


He hope you ean join us for a wonderful weekend when.ve wtte 


vistt sone of the hig?: areas to see the flowers ete.... 
Day visttors will be wetlecone. 


VORLD COUSERVATION STRATEGY. 


A world Conservation Strategy was Launched in Canberra, and other nat- 
tonal eapttats around the world in March 1980. 


The Strategy is the co-operative effort of three world organtsations - 
1. International Unton for Conservation and Hatural Resources (IUCII) 

2. Untted iattons Envtronnent Program (UNEP) 

3.¥ortd wttditfe Fund (WHF) he ig 

One of the matin recommendations of the WCS ts that a ilattonal Conserv- 


2 BS 


ation Strategy should be developed in each country. ‘ 
Three groups have been set up to hetp develop the i, C.S.. 


* A national Stee#ing Committec, with representatives from the Comm- 
onwealthk, all. States. and the Northern Territory, to dtrect and co-ord- 
tnate developuent of theeStrategy. 

z a Commonwealth Co-ordination Conmttiee vit: Rebs BON EAL USS fron 
Biot Comnonvealth Departments and agenetes witose work ts related to 

tv 


tng resource managenent. 
* a llattonal Conservation Strategy Task Force wtthin the Department 
of Home Affairs and Environment to help in the development of the | 
Strategy wtthin the gutdlines set down by the ilattonal Steering Conmttte. 


A lattonal Seminar will be held in Canberra from 30 VWouember - 3 December 
to discuss and review the draft sections of the Hational Strategy 
prepared by the lead writers. 


“Ore informatton can be obtained from NAtional Conservation Strategy 
Task Force. 
Department for Home Affatrs and Envtronnent. 


e dw 


PO Bon 1252, CANBERRA CITY ACT 2601. 


Jeusletters from this group are available from the Secretary. Td. 
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REPOR? OF COMMITPEE i} RETIUG URLD OCTOB ER 21st 1981 


Report of Display of Australian Flora held October 16.17. 
The display was an outstanding success and 2 profit was made for the 
Club both financially and new members we have cained. 
The President wishes to thank ali wno helned in any tray to make the 
two days so pleasant .The Secretary ha d thanked people outside the Club 
for their efforts. 


Edward Hunter Heritage Bush Reserve Committee. . 
tir Ken licDonald has agreed to be our representative on this committee. 
Latrobe Valley Forum. Decided that we join this organisation at 
a cost of $10.00. ir Lubcke has attended any meetincs held so far. 


Concern was felt re the loads of treeferns we see in the local 
towns these days. It has been observed that some of these ferns do not 
have stickers on them. We wonder where-they are coming from. 


An approach to Forestry Department re this matter will be made. 


Car Stickers. iin Puckey. advised that he wished to resign from the 
position pee Car Sticker organiser. His resignation was accepted’ with 
rerret by the committee but abl-knew-that dir Puckey had not been well 
recéntly and finds it’ difficult to attend meetings Cleat 


. . Publications received 

C.C.V.fiinutes ; 3-A.P.Maroondah Group Newsletter... 
N.East Naturalist (Tas) Victorian Naturalist Geelong Naturalist 
World Wildlife Fund Newsletter Environment Victoria. 


These publications are placed in the Club Library oe are available 
for members to read at any time. 


Christmas Breakup at Woorabinda Camp December 19th. 
The committee would like to see as many members as can come to have a 
very pleasant. afternoon . Bring afternoon tea and evening meal . 

Details re January 198 2 campout at Traralgon High School Camp 
were finalised. oe 

Conservation Co-ordinator 8! 

ewan oy taka aa wits at COMI CVT Nae bete chen ‘ 
Correspondence re S.E.C.Driffield Project E.E.S. : 
Parliamentary Public "Works Committee. Submission to lfinistry of Conserva~ 
tion to be included in their Submission IO Moker East Ogee ere 


Supper Roster NOvember 27th... irs Sterkenburg Mrs Brown. 
The next committee meeting will be held on Wednesday November, 25th at... 
the home of iirs L.Padfield, 99 Chamberlain road Newhorough*at.7.30 pm. 


Any members interested in. the business of Be Club are welcome at any . 
of the committee meetings. 


SALE F.C 
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ta 
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COLUTHE “avers. 


VARRAGUL F.i7.C. Ho meeting ti December 
: HERRY CHRIST! AS TO ALL leiCERS. 


LATROBE VALLEY F.i7.C. ms 
CHRISTHAS DREAKUP ; Decenber 19th Saturday 

fe Afternoon at VWoorabinda Camp. 
ALL elcome : Bring food and drints ete... 


January Campout : : ay Tawi y 30.31. February ist. 
ie eAT fravatgon High poloee Camp hicota. 


Bookéngs with Secretary ce Full details in Hlovember tissue. 


AGREE GURTSTUAE 10 ABE CU 


: counsus Ae Rows WAR TSbAID IRD cosmsvasont 
Tana 12- A Une Oe telat: Rind Iden | : 
February 21-24 1902. sem Ho EOF Brew ane ‘sheet lature. 

Contact Maden GOES. 20s 75 Paynesville 3oco. ote . : 

a “Bel. (051) 566 398 = ofS ae 

or PA. 0.0. 21 Gladstone St i “once Povdo 3039. CS Aa te 

yh aise Peet 370 ee thay Sheela ee oe 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIS? (1) ISSUL Wo 216 DECEMBER 1981 
a I Ne ed 
LUE BAIRASDALE VEETKEND. 


We enjoyed meeting once again with our old friends of Bairnsdale 
F.W.C, at the meeting in September where ifiss Galbraith launched Cliff 
Beauglehole‘s latest =n- book form "The Distribution and Conservation of 
Vascular Plants in the East Cinpsland Area” 


We were interested also to meet Cliff-acain and also his wife and 
daughter. Mrs Beaurlehole must often be, if not a “grass widow", then a 
"plant widow" while cliff is away on his hunting expeditions. 

We joined in only one excursion. that to Lake Tyers State Forest, as we 
were staying at Lakes entrance, which, in itself, was something of a 
novelty to us. : 


I spent each morning pulling boneseed plants next door on the 
remains of an early pine plantatton. The scrub had been well and truly 
stirred with a blade, and the seeds of one or two old bushes well spread 
in the sand. Wherever that dozer goes I‘m sure boneseed will spring up 
in its wake. The Lands Department has already been alerted to follow up 
where I left off. Ruth Clark told me that the area had once been notable 
for orchids. There is still a fine form of Red Correa in the fence lines, 
along with a few other hardy natives, but that is all. Nowever, the 
beautiful Coastal Manna Gums and the associeted Native -Cherries are a 
joy to behold on the verges of the wide streets. 


cae] - 


a jam jar. PLain yellow-brown on the upper side, it had a multi-colored 
shield-shaped patch on the under side of the abdomen. On looking it up 

on my return, it proved to be the Badge Spider, Olios diana,(surely an 
appropriate year to be cllled 0.diana?) The badge cannot be seen until 
the spider is turned over, preferable in the safety of a lidded jar, as 
the bite is suspected of being harmful to humans. There are some 25 
species of Olios, of the family Sparassidae, which includes the familiar 
WTarantulas" er, more properly, Huntsmen spiders. They are widespread _ 
inAustralia. 


A Bairnsdale member, fiiss Flight, brought in an unusual spider in 


iid 


Glten Lyndon. 


Hews received from Barry Traill who is travekling in Queensland and 
ts at Bunya iountains and seetng Lots of birds(the featiered ones). 
Barry wishes to send greetings to all hie frtencs of L.V.aturalist 
Club. 

I am sure att meabere would wish Barry mueh suceess tn his studies 
which he commences tn 1982. 
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CARE OF THJURED PIRDS. 


ive Grahame Flynn spoke at the September meetins about the caring 
for injured birds. He stated that he had two separate licences, one 
special licence for keeping parrots, which was his hobby and the other 
is a Wildlife. Shelter. Licence, issued by the fisheries and Wildlife 
Department which enables him to keep bivds which are totally protected 
and have been .injuréd,* and -the.purpose of keeping these birds is to. 
hopefully return them to the wild should’ they-recover.. liost of the birds 
that"he sets have usually béen hit by acar, or shot, or young ‘birds - 
which. have been removed from the eats uBEE ‘that have been hit by a 
car csenerally have the sane type of injuries, and it.was,noticed that 
in most cases it was either the right wins or TREELTE leg, that vas injured 
butt those with fractured skulls usually Gie. — a 


Dislocation which oft en is worse than a broken limb usually requires... 
veterinary attention. On studyins his records ir Flynn noticed that in 
almost all cases it was the virht: side that gets injured, he came to che 
conclusion that birds ‘sitting on, the left hand side of the road would: 
fly into your path and be struck, while the bird sitting on the Senen: A 
Side wouldeither ignore you or have sufficient: room to. att un above 

you or veer off. Records have to be kept of every type of bird. its 
injury, where > found , and when handed in, treatment fiven, and end ‘result. 
With baby: birds. the treatment is: food and varnth, this does not mean, 
wrap the bird up. in old blankets or such like, just put it into a place 
‘there there are- no, dra ughts , as the bird. has its own in built heating 
AD its ‘feathers. Tf “they. are ‘wet, dry them. off very quickly... 


tie Flynn suggested the: best method of keeping the bird warm is by- ahs sthte 
‘them in a “Hdspital Cage‘ which is a box like construction with a double 
floor, the top floor being perforated where the bird will rest; and a: 
lamp placed in the bottom floor so that heat will prise. throuch “theperf- 
“orations into the upper compartment and this will keep the bird™ nicely 
warm. This box usually has a glass front and also ventilation so the 

‘box can be kept at the right temperature, you could also include a ther- 
mostat which.will control the temperature (around 80 decrees F. ) 


_The sicker the bird the more warmth it needs. The food that you rive the 
bird varies with cach type of birds. Seed eaters if they are young, give 
oatmeal or porridge moistened with milk or vater, if milk is used no. cal- 
cium is needed: but with water calcium must. be added. Seed ea vters have 

a crop and are known as. hard bills’, other birds are technically Known 

as soft bills, such as honeyeaters etc..birds that feed on insects, Fruit 
and meat. For.young soft bills the diet is fine mince neat with wholemeal 
bread mixed iny-- hard. boiled esg and the crushed shell. Bie 
Pentavite. is added to all foods to supply nissing natural vit tty 
Roughage is vital in the diet. The. best method of feeding seed eaters 

is by using a syringe filled woth sloppy porridge, and injecting it 
slowly ‘pight down their throat, lip Flynn demonstrated how to hold the 
bird by feeding two young ‘Vaspies that-he had brought along and also an 
injured Barn Owl, he: also stated that: that water. should not be given to 
baby birds to drink as spose will develop Enteritis’ Pe 
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Seen settenneweecereeeeenes 
. CARING FOR IiHJURED BIRDS. Contd... 

When the bird you are caring for is well again your ultimate aim 
is to release it back to the wild, by taking it back to the place where 
it was found. Whilst caring for sick or young birds it is important to 
endeavour not to imprint yourself on the bird, but feed and clean THES 
let it find its own amusements. 


The main cause of death in birds that have been injured is shock, 
and it is far better to put the bird in a dark varn place, and treat it 
the next day, as the bird would have recovered from the shock in its own 
natural way. If bleeding is apparent treat the wound richt avay. 
Various types of birds have been brought to iir Flynn. 

Sone of these heve heen a Pelican, Strai--necked Ibis, ieron, Starling, 
Shearvaters, and binds that he has in his possession at present are a 
Magpie which had been a pet and part of the wing had been vemoved, a 
female Mountain Duck which had a dislocated wing, also a Poverful Owl, 
Gang Gang Cockatoo, two Ravens , a Kookaburra and a Tawny ‘“Frosmouth, 
None of these birds will be able to fly again. 

i feeding birds one must endeavour to feed as close to the natural food 
as possible, with as much variety, to help keep the bird healthy with 
fine glossy feathers. It is interesting to note that Mr Flynn's sueeess 
is 75% and very satisfying. The talk was interspersed with many amusinse 
anecdotes. 

Iti Vall, 


cee 


a enna peneenee meee 


MATURE. WOTES 


The Wildes family of Nerrena have saved Several hundred acres of ~ 
bushland nedr their’ house and are often entertained, or dismayed, by 
the activities of the birds and animals that live in it. 

There was the big Goanna that decided to live on the front door mat, 

The wombat that made an cntry hole in the orchard fence coming in, and 
an exit hole in same goins out. The wallabies would queue up to follow 
him, and, balancing. on their toe and tail tips, managed to reach the 
highest fruit on the orchard trees, those the possums missed! - : 

It was a thrill when the first small group of kangaroos were sighted, 
but the population has now grown to something like twentysix on last 
ecunt. District farm children no longer doubt their senses when a couple 
of big kangaroos turn up among the cows. As Wildes! take suests for farm 
holidaysthe visitors and their children think it is marvellous down on 
the farm. 


Ellen Lyndon. 


ln re-create ne meses ere a 


nial 
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EXCURSTOM TO FOLEY PLATHS STATE PARE. ; Payee 


« 5 * ° 


Seven cars full of hardy souls braved the weather and assembled 
at Rosedale. -to,meet ii Peter Laurence ‘the »vanger of Holey Plains State 
Park: who was to be our leader for i che day. 


10-15 years ago the area of the park used to be Crown eri and . 
simply known as.."“The-Rosedale south arca", As it held a good example of 
the local TNericnere we were concerned that the pines would soon cover 
the whole area and the lovely flowers become only a a mamory.. 


During many - Club and private excursions, surveys of the flowers . birds, 
and mammals together with the ceology of the area, were made . The Club 
invited well known botanists, including Dr Willis, of the Herbarium and 
then added to the clubs list of Flowers. All agreed that. the area should 


be pres¢ erved and enthusiastically pledged their support to our submiss- 
ions. However it wasn't until the Land Conservation Council South Gippsl 
and Study area No 1. that we were able to pacsene our well documented | 
submission for the area. The study created e lot of interest. This masidgsl 
mainly due to Mrs thompson (our cone chiathGh co-ordinator) who’ spoke to 
other clubs in.the apea, showing slides of the flowers. and telling the 
importance of preserving it. As a result theré were well over 150 subm- 
issions supporting SEESenvaifion of the. aree, te the surprise ofethe LC.C. 
Other submissions were for the area to be planted with pines or used as 

a gravel pit etc.etc. However in October 1973 the ibe C.C. final recomn- 
endation was that 26,009 acres, bounded by ierriman's Creek, “South Gipps- 
land Highway, Limepit Road and chessum road be declared a State Park. 


This Was duly gazetted as the Holey PLains State Park, Holey PLains is °: 
the name of the historic homestead on the adjacent property. 

The name refers to the holes made by crabs in the plains ... another 
story , holes made by wombats:? ; 

It was a little early in the season for our visit to the park on» 
September 26th, but we did have a glimpse of what it would be like in 
another month or so. Of the eleven wattles of the. park we did see Spike 
Wattle (Acacia oxycedrus), Sweet Wattle (A.suaveolens) , Sunshine Wattle 
(A. botrycephala)and A.penistifolia. in flower. a 
fir LAurence took us: “For a tour of the park passing through the Foneee One. 
Shining Peppermint and the.Saw Banksia (B.serrata) and Silver Banksia. 

(B. marginata). This area is very dry, no water at‘all in the park, 
though there are several low lying depressions covered ‘in BC EOP ae SULLY, 
dry but this time had water due to the recent heavy rains. 


Mp Laurence said that the dryness of the area is a real problem anche 7 
summer as there is no: water’ to fight.fires. Ee had been lucky. so far, in 
the 15 months he. had been Ra anger. as no fires had’ occured. 


The two high ridges: ‘of the area are old coastal sand dunes about 10,000qqs" 


"years ‘old and there are quite a lot of fossil shells of all kinds near 


Limepit Road. fir Pouneuc ee said that there was a good population of 
Mammals and birds, but £ didn’ t see any on the day. 


contd pp 5 


49° 
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EXCURSION TO HOLEY PLAIUS STATE PAR. contd... 


We stopped at Trig Point and as it was still raining we had lunch 
in our cars. However a little later on it. eased of f and we were able to 
see the view to just about the coast. Later we went for a stroll to see 
if we could find any orchids. The children found the first one Pterost- 
ylis nana the Little Greenhood and several others, Acianthus veniformis 
the: Gnat Orchid with dark leaves and maroon underneath. 

The. buds of Caladenia carnea Pink Fingers , and the leaves of the bird 
orchid Chiloslottis reflexa were seen. Several plants. were just beginn- 
ing to flower including the lovely red Correa C.reflexa and the Golden 
Grevillea G.chrysopiaea, Rice Flower Pimelea linifolia, Blue -bonnet, 
Hovea_ heterophylla, Running POstman Kennedia prostrata and the purple 
Hamdenbergia violacea ... all would be a picture soon. 


WE then travelled to the Limepit Road to the small wildflower res-- 
erve, outside the State Park but we found this to be overrun and plants 
all stragely and choked. Flowering along side the reserve where it had 
evidently been burned in previous years were Beard Heath Leucopogon 
ericoides in bud, and therefore pink ; but it would soon be showing the 


little white bearded flowers.Black -eyed Susan Tetratheca pilosa, Sticky 
Boronia B.anemonifolia, Twiggy Guinea Flower Hibbertia virgata, both pink 
and whitécommon heath Epacris impressa , and Showy Bossiaca B.cinerea , 
all giving us a promise Of spring. Sia ‘ 

I hadn't seen a bird the whole day but on the wav home we spotted? 
a plover, white-necked heron and mountain duck and a flock of ibis. 


All in all it had been a most interesting day and our thanks must 
«<9 to lire Laurence for his leadership and interest. Thanks to the members 
who braved the elements and millions of mosquitoes, especially those 
newer members and the children who showed such enthusiasm in finding aad 
admiring the flowers .. it was a delight to see, and made the excursion 
so successful. ; rey. 

Thanks to if~s Heidi Hicgins who sent me a brief history of -the 
Holey PLains Homestead from which the park takes its name. 


Angus ilcliIllan, the first explorer of gippsland; .made four attempts to 
reach the Victorian South Coast via_the Australian Alps. On his fourth 
try in 1840 he crossed the Latrobe River and the Holey Plains to the 
coast at Port Albert. Twelve months later Walter Curlewis and his brother 
took up the Holey Plains Station 4 miles east of Rosedale. The station 
was about 13,500 acres and was used as a holding station for cattle 


being driven from the Omeo district to Port Albert for export. The Omeo 
cattle owner, Edward Crooke purchased the Holey Plains station for hin- 
self in 1845 and has been succeeded by his son, E.J.Crookes (M.L.C. for 
Gippsland Provinee for 29 years) and then by his son E.M.Crookes who 
presently manages the station. 


Ivis Peterson. 
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REPORT OF COMiITTE 
PROGRAIIE 1982 has been fin 
been niade. 

CAUPOUT 1982.The published dates are weong(due to editor error) 
Dates are January 50.31. February Ist 1982. 

Ve hope this has not tneonvienecd anyone. Bookings vith Secretary. 

Pull detatls published in Hovember laturalist. 


DC iEETTIUG HELD FOVSUBER 25th 1981 
a 


lised and arrangements for printing have 


F.i.UICROPEOME. Discussion to the advantages or not of obtati: 
_@ mteroplhione took place and all agreed that tt vould be usefu 
this item. The one we have been using of tate has been on toan. 
Ve have finance to purchase this frou funds of book sates. 


tng such 
t to have 


WALL HIRE.Conmtttee notified that our ieeting room will have a charge 
in 1982. fe do not know how much at present. Connittee felt that the 
donation for supper should be 30 cents. and some of this money could 
be avaitable to pay for meeting voor. -— e- 


CAR STICKERS. Due to a misunderstanding ve thought thts matter vas 
settled . but liv Wall was only willing to have a feu sttekers for sate 
at ieetings. A request for someone to take on the vesponstbility of 
the Car Stickers will be made at the Hovember lieeting. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 22.Haturatist 
ae 4 U.E.Uaturalist(fasmanta) 

SGAP liaroondah Group ieustetter 

C.C.V. Environinent Vietoria. 
P.i.C.AVGEREND. Pinal arrangements ve excursions ete vere nade and 
the organisatton to be informed. thts ts a nost interesting veekend 
and all members are urged to interest theinselves in some of the aettv- 
tttes. .. iiore details at a later date. 


COUSERVATIO! CO-ORDIUATOR. line Thoipson read the subntsston on behalf 
of the Club ve the Portland area L.C.C. Uneonnttted Land. 
It was the South West iol. Reviteti. 


Replies ve the Proposed Reecoiiuendattons vere cent 


Ly Granptais 
on Datlarat 


ALL these submisstons ave kept in a folder anc are avatlable for 
members to read at any time. The Club is most grateful to iirs Thompson 
for all the vork that is put into these subitsstons. 


«JANUARY UEETIIG will be held on the usual 4th Friday January 22nd 
as the hotiday weekend ts one week Later. 


“The next conntttee meeting will be held én ednesday January 20th at 
the home of tiiss Jean Galbraith, Tyers at 7.30 pin. 
Any interested members welcome at these neetings/. 


LATROBE VALLEY FIELD NATURALIST CLUB 
PROGRAMME FOR 1982 


JANUARY 22nd MEMBERS NIGHT 10-12 SLIDES FROM MEMBERS. 
JAN80,81, 1FEB, CAMPOUT AT LICOLA.T'GN HIGH SCHOOL CAMP 


FEBRUARY 26 Dr BROWN BIRDS OF THE COAST 
FEBRUARY 27 BIRD EXCURSION TO THE COAST 


MARCH 6,7,8, HOST TO V.F.N.C.A. 


MARCH 26TH ANNUAL MEETING 
De R.GRIFFIN (C.8.I.R,0.) EBUCALYPTS 

MARCH 27 EXCURSION TO NARRACAN 

APRIL 28 Mr PETER THOMAS (RANGER WILSON'S PROM) 
HISTORY OF WILSON'S PROM, WATIONAL PARK. 

APRIL 24 EXCURSION TO WILSON'SPROMONTORY 

MAY 28 Dr MYFANWY BEADNELL 
PENGUINS AND THE ANTARCTIC 

MAY ‘29 EXCURSION TO ZOO (TRAIN TRIP) 

JUNE 26 My IAN GIBSON (MEMBER L.V. FORUM) 
ENVIRONMENT OF THE LATROBE VALLEY 

JUNE 26 EXCURSION TO BE ARRANGED 

JULY 23 Mrs EF. LYNDON "FUNGI" 

JULY 24 EXCURSION TO DARLIMURLA 

AUGUST 27 Mr J.BROOKS "FERNS" 

AUGUST 28 EXCURSION TO TARRA VALLEY 


SEPTEMBER 24 Mrs JANE CALDER "BIOLOGY OF PLANTS" 
SEPTEMBER 25 EXCURSION TO ROSEDALE 


OCTOBER 22 Dr CARROL (PRESIDENT C.C.V) 
CONSERVATION OF THE L.V. AND OTHER AREAS. 
OCTOBER 238 EXCURSION TO DRIFFIELD 


NOVEMBER 26 BUTTERFLIES AND ENTOMOLOGY 
SPEAKER TO BE NOTIFIED 
NOVEMBER 27 EXCURSION TO GLENMAGGIE SEATON DISTRICT 


DECEMBER 18 CHRISTMAS BREAKUP AT WOORABINDA 


JANUARY 1983 CAMPOUT AT TAMBORITHA (St PAUL'S CAMP) 


We meet at the Moe Education Centre, Kirk St.,Moe, on the 
4th Frtday of each month. 


Protect and enjoy 


Le \ 
I3 
ie 


LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST 


Details of contributing clubs are as jfollous: 


CLUB: HO? SECRETARY: UEETIUGS > 
LATROBE VALLEY foi. C. fins he kevexnsor (ro BU on 4th Friday 
14 Barry Street, each nonth, at 
NORVELL 5840 Peatonal Rducation 
‘pitone 5421248 Centre, Hirk St.ii0z 
SALE F.i.C ie ilacLean ea on Ist Frtday 
P.0.Bou 302 each month, Room 13 
SALE 3850 Conttnutug Education 
Thhone458238 Centre, Raymond Street 
SALE 
TRARALGOHW F.i.C. lie £.Vetgoltd 8. 00pm on Ist Friday 
7 Graham Cres. each fein. he Tin We 
TRARALGO!H 3844 Eduaatton Building 
PRARALGOI 


Kosetusko St Sejool. 


WARRAGUL F.i1.C. 


lie J.Brooks 


'3 Hobelt Street 


5820 
2315638 


VARRAGUL 
‘phone 


lip F.V.Barton 


8,00 pm on Sed Friday 


each month. Publte 
Library. WARRAGUL. 


DATRISDALE 7. ii.C. 8.00 pm on 8rd Friday 


138 Turnbull Street each nonth. 
BAIRISDALE 8875 C.H.A.Hall. 
"phone 528792 BATIRUSDALE. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS . 
Due liarc?, Ist. payable to Hon Treasurer tas A.Stevart 


Pi (Ole, sbxoyee THETY) 
cEVbOROUCH 5828 
$7 


HATURALIS@T $6.00 FAHILY $8.00 ; SLUCLG UEUBERS § 7.00 
LATROBE VALLEY WATURALIST tis the offtetal publteation of the 
Latrobe Valley Freld ilaturdglist Club. 7 
Contributions on any aspect of Uatural History are 
UEMBERS OF ALL CLUBS and should be addressed to 
ips L.Padfietd 


99 Chamberlain Rd. 
- Deuborough 3628. 


tnvtted from 


Hon Edttor. 


